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VARNA NEWS 
VCA trail 
Ribbon Cutting November 16 

Hello Varna Community!!  It's Jonathyn here to let 
everyone know that my Eagle Project, which was revi-
talizing and redoing the Varna/Hillside Acres Trail, 
has been completed.  

Thanks to the help of many fellow scouts, the Varna 
Community, and local businesses. I have cleared the 
overgrown trail, widened it to approximately 4 feet, 
laid about 40 yards of wood chips along the trail, built 
a bridge to navigate over a culvert that had been 
washed away, built erosion bars in several areas where 
water run-off was an issue, and created a "Nature 
Nook" for visitors to enjoy and for the Varna After 
School Program to use as an outdoor enrichment area. 
I built two trail kiosks which will eventually have pam-
phlets about birds, plants, flowers, wildlife, etc., and 
five benches that are placed throughout the trail.  

I still have just a few details I will be adding in the fu-
ture. The additions include an outdoor table to be 
placed in the "Nature Nook."  I plan on adding cork 
boards and a plexiglass cover to the kiosks to protect 
the pamphlets etc., that may be pinned in the kiosk. 
Next Spring I will be adding another layer of wood 
chips throughout the trail and the year after I plan to 
do the same. The extra layers of wood chips will help 
control ground weed growth that the trail will experi-
ence in the future.  I would like to encourage Varna 
residents to place bird houses throughout the trail. 

I would also like to name the trail and add a plaque on 
each trail kiosk, but I need your help in doing so. I will 
be taking trail name suggestions by email at jona-
thynthornton@gmail.com until November 10th.   
Continued on page 2... 

To receive the VARNA NEWS fast and in color, email: newsletter@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org 

Annual Meeting, December 7th, 2pm 

The Varna Community Assocation (VCA) will hold 
its annual meeting at the Varna Community Center, 
943 Dryden Road. We’ll be electing new board 
members and officers, and recognizing great volun-
teers! If you live in Varna, you are a member of the 
VCA and welcome to join us! 

GeoWhiz 2019, November 2 

Show off your geography knowledge 
in a fun environment!   

We quiz teams on the geography of 
Tompkins County and New York 
State (~30%), other US states and 
territories (~40%) and the rest of 
the world (~30%). 

Questions focus on physical features (rivers, moun-
tains, etc.), political jurisdictions, historical fea-
tures, or cultural and economic forces that have re-
sulted in changes to the landscape. 

On November 2, teams will convene in Varna. 
Teams have 40 seconds to confer about each 
question before time is called and answers are  
revealed. Questions are leveled, worth more when 
they’re harder. Teams may choose to pass on 
questions during regular play, but not during the 
elimination round.  Audience members can play 
along!  

To join, create a team of up to three people, ages 
13 and up.   Give your team a name and register 
online by October 31 at WWW.GEOWHIZ.ORG. 
The team registration fee is $100, whether the 
team has one, two or three members.  Team spon-
sors are welcome (and available). 
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I want to thank the Varna Community Center for all 
the support they have given me during my project 
(use of the center during my work weekends and ar-
ticles in the newsletter), Chip Ray (owner of Hillside 
Acres) for the donation to purchase the materials to 
build the 2 trail kiosks, Cornell University Property 
Management for giving me rights to rebuild the trail, 
CTB East Hill and Clarks in Dryden for donations of 
bagels and bottled water for volunteers, Corey Long 
and Bellisario for donating their time and truck in 
the delivery of wood chips, Cascadilla Tree Care for 
donating their time and truck to deliver wood chips, 
and Deb and Art Lecoq for the donation of wood 
chips and the use of their yard. I also wanted to 
thank all the volunteers from Troop 55 (Ellis Hol-
low), Troop 48 (Lansing), Troop 46 (Freeville), and 
the Varna residents who stopped by on my 3 work 
weekends to lend a hand trimming the weeds, brush, 
trees, and bushes back to widen the trail, building 
erosion bars, a bridge, 5 benches and 2 kiosks, and 
laying wood chips along the entire length of the trail. 
I couldn't have made this trail happen without the 
physical effort everyone has put in to make my pro-
ject a big success.  

I also wanted to thank all the individual people who 
made donations in person, by mail, and on my Go 
Fund Me page to cover the cost of materials for all 5 
benches and the unexpected addition of a bridge. 
Your donations were also a big piece of making my 
project a great success. I also wanted to thank my 
family for all the support they have given me and the 
time and hard work they put in to help me be suc-
cessful. I couldn't have done it without them. I hope 
I am not missing anyone but if I did, my apologize, it 
was not intentional. I cannot say thank you enough 
for all the support I have received.  
 

I would like to have a ribbon cutting for the trail 
on Saturday November 16th at 2:00pm at the 
Varna Community Center. Please consider com-
ing out and joining me for this event. I look forward 
to seeing you there. Raindate will be Sunday Novem-
ber 17th at 1:00pm. Cake and beverage will be pro-
vided for the event. 

Thanks again!!  - Jonathyn Thornton  

UNITED WAY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY 

BE THE SOLUTION 

The Varna Community Association is a Funded Part-

ner of United Way of Tompkins County (UWTC). 

When donors give through United Way, they are 

supporting the important work of local nonprofits 

who strengthen the community. 

The Varna Community Association has received 

UWTC funding for the construction of the communi-

ty center playground and support of the Varna After-

school Program. Donors can manage their annual 

giving through UWTC knowing 100% of their gift 

goes to programs and services, as UWTC covers its 

administrative and operating costs through their 

Corporate Cornerstone Partners program along with 

earned and investment income. 

Donors can contribute to the Community Care Fund, 

which funds programs such as the ones for Varna 

Community Association, and/or designate their gift 

go to individual nonprofits. You can Be the Solution 

and make a difference in our community by donating 

through UWTC. 

Visit United Way at 313 N. Aurora Street in Ithaca or 

online at www.uwtc.org/GiveUnited, text LOCAL to 

313131, or call (607) 500-GIVE. You can also follow 

United Way of Tompkins County’s social media to 

stay up to date on events and information on the im-

pact our partners are making in the community! 

Facebook: uwtc.org 

Instagram: unitedwaytompkins 

Twitter: liveuniteduwtc 

http://www.uwtc.org/GiveUnited
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Solar Farms NY is making a $100 donation to 
the Varna Community Association for each Dryden 
resident who has signed up for solar energy at:  
VARNA.SOLARFARMSNY.com   So far, the VCA 
has received $3000. The money has been used 
to pay off some large bills for the Varna After 
School Program.   

While $3000 is a lot of money and the VCA is very 
appreciative, it also means that only 30 households 
have signed up. That's a tiny percent of the total 
number who are eligible.  

To save 10% on your NYSEG bill, go to:  VARNA. 
SOLARFARMSNY.com  or call 833-877-7652.  If 
you'd like to speak with a neighbor who has already 
enrolled, call Jim Skaley at 607-256-1617. 

Freese Road Bridge 

The Consulting Parties, the very concerned citizens 
of Varna and Tompkins County have received a let-
ter from the NYSHPO (New York State Historical 
Office) in regard to the Freese Road bridge. The 
Dryden Town Board has selected a replacement of 
the historic one lane bridge with a two lane bridge 
with the trusses added as decoration (non structur-
al). However the NYSHYPO office writes the fol-
lowing:  

“The SHPO found that this preferred alternative, 
which calls for the demolition of the historic bridge 
and reuse of salvaged components, will have an ad-
verse effect on the resource.”  

However SHPO and Federal Highways Administra-
tion can find that the proposed saving of the truss 
and making a record of the historic features of the 
bridge is sufficient to meet its obligation to the Sec-
tion 106 process, in which case the town can go 
ahead.  Therefore, we do not know how the Dryden 
Town Board will respond to the report.  Stay tuned!  
- Laurie Snyder 

The VCA held a free Family Fun Day on Sun-
day August 18th, and 75-80 people came.  Jona-
thyn Thornton from Pack 55 let people know about 
his plan to expand the hiking trail from the VCA to 
Hillside Acres. A task force member from the Dry-
den Rail Trail brought kits to build a Railway Lan-
tern. Home Depot brought wooden kits to build 
and paint toys. Art Lecoq donated ice cream and 
gave it away. Joe Cummins from Alternatives Fed-
eral Credit Union (AFCU) was there to let children 
know about saving money in elementary school. 
VASP Director Amy Albright, along with Laurie 
Snyder, made huge bubbles to play with. There was 
a Bounce House and free popcorn. Sungiva St. Lau-

rent made lemonade and gave it away. Tom Britt, 
Tom the Balloon Man, came and made balloons for 
the children. The Texas Roadhouse Lizard promot-
ed a program rewarding children for reading 
books.  Thanks to everyone who helped or came! - 
Deb Lecoq 

Ink, bottles, and books 

Used ink and toner cartridge rebates help the VCA 
purchase newsletter supplies at Staples. Deposit 
bottles and cans help to pay for building mainte-
nance. Gently used children’s books help kids. We 
distribute books through the Little Red Bookshelf 
inside. 

Please leave your donations of these items by the 
front entrance of the Community Center. 

 

On a recent Saturday afternoon, six students from 
Cornell's Pi Delta Psi fraternity sealed the black-
top on the VCA basketball practice court and the 
front parking lot. This service project was part of 
Cornell's "Into the Streets" event. VCA board mem-
ber Michal Kulagowski supervised, Jeremy Russell 
thoroughly cleaned off both areas before sealer was 
applied, and Jan Morgan was gofer and brownie 
maker.  We appreciate everyone's patience and 
flexibility 
(literally!) 
while the wet 
sealer made 
entry into the 
building a 
challenge. 
[photo 
Michal Ku-
lagowski]  
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Varna Volunteer Fire Company 

Not all addresses are visible from the road, especially 
at night. The Varna Volunteer Fire Co. (VVFC) offers 
reflective house numbers to help us find your home 
during an emergency. Our volunteers make and in-
stall signs at no cost to addresses located within our 
protection district. Contact us at info@varnafire.org, 
607-273-2407, or stop by our station any Thursday 
night between 6:30-7:30 p.m. if you’d like one.  

The VVFC is always looking for additional volunteer 
firefighters, Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) 
and support personnel to help out during events, 
with administrative tasks, and station maintenance. 

If you have an interest, we will find a position that 
fits your schedule and interests.  - Christina Dravis 

 

Varna United Methodist Church 

The “Little Church with a Big Heart” wants to thank 
the Town of Dryden’s Highway Department for com-
ing to our aid in October.  For several years we’ve 
needed to have some excavating/grading done and 
our driveways and parking areas re-surfaced.  Rick 
Young, Chris Clauson and the TOD Highway Dept. 
came to our rescue on October 1st with the equip-
ment needed to clear, grade, gravel and roll both 
driveways and parking areas - and the TOD donated 
their time and equipment to accomplish this task.  
The huge potholes that caused ponds in our parking 
lot and hazards to all are now a thing of the past!  
Additionally, the supplier of the Stone provided it to 
us at a reduced cost.  We’re reminded how generous, 
helpful and conscientious the Town of Dryden has 
always been, and we’re grateful for continued bless-
ings!  

In September we had a Clothing Giveaway that 
brought many people in to shop for free – a good 
time was had by all and many folks benefitted.  We’ll 
do this again - stay tuned.  We held our last Chicken 
BBQ in September, and plan to host the Cornell 
Track Team’s Annual Award Ceremonies and Ban-
quet in early December.  The students walk for the 
Field House to the Church for this event and it has 
become a true tradition.   

Our outreach activities include the Pew Knitters for 
Charity that meets at church the 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of every month from 2-4 p.m. who create lovely, 
warm items for various agencies in Tompkins Coun-
ty – among them:  The Cancer Resource & The Rack-
er Centers, area nursing homes and local schools 
(donations of #4 yarn are greatly appreciated). Our 
small, but generous congregation also donates non-
perishable food items for monthly donations to the 
Town of Dryden Children’s Backpack Program, 
which provides meals to kids who might otherwise 
not have food on the weekends or during school 
breaks.  Our Mission/Outreach also organizes Blood 
Drives for the American Red Cross and hands out 
bracelets for the elderly through the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation.   

We also collect 10 oz. plastic or metal Coffee Cans 
with lids which we give to the Lansing Church for 
their Peanut Brittle Sale, eye glasses, hearing aids 
and neckties which are used to tie sleeping bags for 
the homeless.  If you can donate anything, please 
leave it in the blue bin next to the main door of the 
Church.   

While our weekly speakers may not be affiliated with 
the United Methodist Conference, we always have a 
speaker to deliver our message on Sunday from 11 -
12 who speaks to us about the grace and fellowship 
of Christianity.  We hope you will join us some Sun-
day soon to meet some new friends.—Susan Sim-
mons 

Varna AfterSchool Program (VASP) 

Looking for afterschool care for children in 
grades K-5? You can find care here, at the 
Varna Community Center. Register now 
for VASP!  Contact Director Amy Albright 
at 607 272 2658 or 
VASP@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org. 

VVFC member Veit Elser making reflective signs. 
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FREE THANKSGIVING DINNER 
Thursday, November 28 
Noon to 3pm 
Varna Community Center 
943 Dryden Road 

Dinner will include a traditional menu of turkey, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, green bean casse-
role, winter squash, fruit salad, rolls, beverages, and 
pies. 

A vegetarian entree will also be available. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 

Donations make this event possible! To donate food 
items from the list at right, contact Dawn Potter. 
(607) 280-9750, dap4@cornell.edu. 

To help out at the dinner, contact Susan Simmons, 
(607) 280-8042, sasrvcs121@yahoo.com 

To make a financial donation, donate online at: 
www.VarnaCommunityAssociation.org or send a 
check to:  
Varna Community Association’ 
P.O. Box 4771 
Ithaca NY 14852-4771 

(please put “Thanksgiving” on the memo line) 

 

 
Turkey Day Shopping List  
8 – 10 15 lb Turkeys 
10 Cooking Bags 
2 Large Packages of Napkins 
8 gallons Milk 
5 Large Tubs Cool Whip (or Store Brand) 
5 dozen Eggs 
16 boxes Stove Top (or store brand) 
20 Lbs. Butter (salted) 
12-15 cans Cranberry Sauce 
24 cans French Style Green Beans 
12 small (6 large) cans Cream of Mushroom Soup 
2 cans Durkee (or store brand) French Fried Onions 
20 Deep Dish Pie Shells 
2 boxes Cornstarch 
4 Qts. Sour Cream 
12 Dozen Brown & Serve Rolls 
10 Large cans Chicken Broth    
4 cans Pumpkin 
2 Jars Italian Seasoning 
8 cans Evaporated Milk 
4 boxes Lasagna Noodles 
8 jars Marinara Sauce 
2# bag Onions (sweet) 
3 large containers Ricotta cheese 
10# Mozzarella Cheese 
2 jars (shaker) Parmesan Cheese 
1 Lg Can Lemonade Mix 
1 Lg Can Regular Coffee 
1 Lg Can Decaf Coffee 
Cook-N-Serve Pudding: 

6 Boxes Chocolate 
6 Boxes Lemon 
4 Boxes Vanilla 

Thanks to Jim Ray Homes, Lifestyle Properties, the Varna Volunteer Fire Company, and 
Rose’s Home Dish (roseshomedish.com) for sponsoring this newsletter! 

Beautiful view along the VCA trail. 

Lost in Space at GeoWhiz 2018. 

http://www.VarnaCommunityAssociation.org
http://jimrayhomes.com/
https://www.lifestylepropertiesithaca.com/
http://varnafire.org/
https://www.roseshomedish.com/


Community Cafe  November 17th, 3pm 
A Short History of Nursing in Our Community –  
presented by Jan Morgan, PhD, RN 

What do Typhoid, BOCES, ‘a chore boy,’ and Susan B. 
Anthony have to do with nursing today? Jan's presen-
tation will answer that question while making con-
nections between many of the events, people, and 
places that are the backstory to 21st nursing in Tomp-
kins County. The jumping off point is the local wom-
en who cared for soldiers during the Civil War, and 
the ending is now. Everything in between creates con-

text for what it means to be a nurse in Tompkins 
County today.  Jan taught nursing at Tompkins 
Cortland Community College for 22+ years. Now re-
tired, she serves on the Tompkins County Board of 
Health, chairs the Varna Community Association 
Board of Directors, and performs with the Dorothy 
Cotton Jubilee Singers. 

 

 

Community Café Series at the Varna Community Center, 943 Dryden Road.  

3rd Sunday, most months  

Upcoming elections 

This year’s General Election will be November 
5th.  There is one contested election.  James Ska-
ley (D), Loren Sparling (D), Ron Szymanski (R), 
and Joe Osmeloski (write-in) are running for two 
Town Council seats.  Town Supervisor Jason 
Leifer (D), Town Justice Christopher Clauson 
(D), and Town Clerk Bambi Avery (D, R) are 
running uncontested. 

 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 5th, 
and polls for the Varna area will be at the  
Community Center.  This year, you can also vote 
early, at Ithaca Town Hall (215 N Tioga Street) 
and Crash, Fire, Rescue (72 Brown Road) at: 
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Ithaca NY 14852-4771 

Pancake Breakfasts November 10th, De-
cember 8th, and January 12th, 8am to 
11am.  Pancakes / Waffles / French Toast / 
Bacon / Sausage / Ham / Fruit / Eggs (to 
order) / Omelets / Coffee / Hot Chocolate 
and more breakfast— $8 adults, $7 seniors, 
$7.50 for kids 5-12.  Kids under 5 eat free! 

FREE THANKSGIVING DINNER 

Thursday, November 28, Noon to 3pm 

 

Both at: 

Varna Community Center 
943 Dryden Road 

The VCA is a  
United Way 

Funded Partner. 

Sat. 10/26: 9am-2pm 
Sun. 10/27: 9am-2pm 
Mon. 10/28: 7am-3pm 
Tues. 10/29: 12pm-8pm 

Wed. 10/30: 7am-3pm 
Thur. 10/31: 12pm-8pm 
Fri. 11/1: 7am-3pm 
Sat. 11/2: 9am-2pm 

Sun. 11/3: 9am-2pm 


