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VARNA NEWS 
Varna in the age of COVID-19 

Mutual Aid Tompkins has gifted a sturdy Blue Food 
Cupboard to the VCA.  Take what you need, and give 
what you can (but keep it in the cabinet). Please 
spread the word to people who could benefit or give. 

Until New York State lifts the PAUSE order 
(currently May 15th, and probably later), the 
playground is closed, and the basketball hoop is 
limited to one player at a time.  The trail between 
Hillside Acres and the Community Center remains 
open, but please maintain distances of at least six 
feet between people.  Use it as a place to go through 
rather than a place to linger.   

VARNA AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM - Q & A 

Q:  Are any children coming to the Community 
Center now?  A:  No. VASP closed when Ithaca 
schools closed on March 16th. 

Q:  Are VASP staff being paid during the COVID19 
shut down? A:  Yes. The VCA board voted 
unanimously to continue paying the VASP staff until 
the end of the school year. Funds from United Way 
of Tompkins County and from the federal Payroll 
Protection Program are helping to fund salaries. 

Q:  Why is there an ad on Craigslist for a new VASP 
director? A:  Miss Amy, our wonderful Director, is 
leaving VASP to start graduate school this summer.  
She is leaving the program in GREAT shape. 

To receive the VARNA NEWS fast and in color, email: newsletter@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org 

Historic Freese Road Bridge  

At the Dryden Town Board meeting held Thurs-
day, April 16th, Dan Lamb presented a proposal 
for a new ONE lane bridge, with the historic 
trusses added as facade.  This new bridge would 
have a pedestrian path cantilevered on one 
side.  The width and strength of the bridge would 
allow for the largest snow plow and fire truck 
(just not at the same time!).  The Town Board 
unanimously agreed to this proposal.  The group 
that calls themselves the Friends of the Historic 
Freese Road Bridge is pleased that we finally have 
agreed to a compromise.  This took 3 years.   

Next, the Town Board will forward this preferred 
option to the the engineers, Barton and Loguidice 
and the NYS Department of Transporta-
tion.  There will certainly be challenges ahead.   

For more from the Friends of the Historic Freese 
Road Bridge, you can visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/HistoricFreeseBridge  

JUMP START!   Donate 
before May 20th 

It’s May, so it must be time for 
the online Giving is Gorges 
fundraising campaign! Re-
member ‘Hello Dolly?’ That 
was last year’s campaign to 
raise money for a piano dolly. 

It worked out great! This year’s JUMP START 
campaign will help to pay our new VASP Director 
for some work hours this summer. Since VASP 
has been closed during the pandemic it will need 
a JUMP START to get it up and running again. 
Visit our campaign at: www.GivingisGorges.org   
Search for ‘Varna,’ and then click on the VCA link 
to help us out. Everything ends on May 20 at mid-
night, so don’t wait!  

In case you’re wondering:  Giving is Gorges is run 
by the folks at GiveGab.com   Yes, they take a cut, 
but they are local and they help raise funds for 
lots of Tompkins County non-profits. However, if 

https://www.facebook.com/HistoricFreeseBridge
http://www.GivingisGorges.org
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you really don’t want to donate online, the VCA will 
be happy to take a check made out to: Varna Com-
munity Association with ‘Jump Start’ on the memo 
line. 

Development news 

The proposed new zoning for Varna in the area be-
tween Game Farm and  the Freese Road/Mt Pleas-
ant area is now under review by the Town attor-
ney.  This proposed rezoning was passed by the 
planning board last fall and presented to the Town 
Board in February.  With the approval of a new lo-
cal law to amend the current zoning by the town 
attorney, it can then be posted for public comment 
on the town website and would then have to have  a 
public hearing prior to a formal vote.  It won’t be in 
May, but could happen sometime over the summer. 

Maifly Development, owner of Ivy Ridge, has sub-
mitted two proposals to the Dryden Town Planning 
Board for 5-9 Freese Road, both currently mostly 
occupied by fill.  One proposes to put a 32 unit de-
velopment on the lower lot, and a second one 
would modify the Tiny Timbers subdivision, al-
ready approved,  creating 15 separate lots on the 
upper parcel (previously referred to as Mt Varna). 
This second proposal allows them to build fifteen 2
-story cottages on the upper parcel, one on each 
lot.  Originally, Tiny Timbers developer Buzz Dolph 
got approval for 15 cottages that would be owner 
occupied, but these would likely be rental units. 

The Town has not heard recently from Trinitas. 

The Varna Volunteer Fire Company is still re-
sponding to all types of calls for service during the 
pandemic. Even though we’ve postponed our in-
person activities, members are still meeting our 
monthly training requirements online with topics 
about maintaining patient and responder safety 
and firefighter cancer reduction.  

The Varna Little Library is in the vestibule of the 
Varna Community Center at 943 Dryden 
Road.  Stop by and pick out a book,  or add a book. 
Donations are welcome, so long as they fit inside 
the cabinet. 

To help get the word out about resources available 
(such as food delivery) and how to volunteer dur-
ing the pandemic, the Town of Dryden’s Safety & 
Preparedness Committee created yard signs and 
full page ads in The Shopper for Town residents. 
Town of Dryden Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) members distributed the signs. Un-
fortunately, the Spring CERT basic training pro-
gram that was scheduled to be held in Varna was 
cancelled due to the pandemic. If you’d like to 
learn more about CERT, which is a FEMA-
designed disaster preparedness program, be sure 
to read the next VCA newsletter or email 
CERT@dryden.ny.us  

 

Thanks to Jim Ray Homes, Lifestyle Properties, the Varna Volunteer Fire Company, and 
Rose’s Home Dish (roseshomedish.com) for sponsoring this newsletter! 

http://jimrayhomes.com/
https://www.lifestylepropertiesithaca.com/
http://varnafire.org/
https://www.roseshomedish.com/
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The Varna Community Association received a grant 
from the Dryden Youth Opportunity Fund to put on 
a family event monitoring Fall Creek later in the 
summer.  We have to see how things look, so watch 
for updates in the next Varna newsletter! 

Staying connected 

While it’s hard to talk with people when we’re all dis-
tanced, some online services can help. You can find 
the VCA on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
VarnaCommunityAssociation/ .  

Nextdoor.com is a free social media network that 
helps neighbors stay in touch.  The 'Hamlet of Varna' 
neighborhood started on Nextdoor.com a few years 
ago. Currently there are 148 members who live in 
Varna and can post announcements, make requests, 
or comment on local concerns. If you choose, it's also 
possible to send and receive messages from sur-
rounding neighborhoods such as Northeast and 
Snyder Hill. To sign up, go to:  https://
nextdoor.com .     

If you’re interested in a pen pal from some place fur-
ther away, you might explore https://
www.letterstostrangers.org . 

Looking for work? Tompkins County’s Workforce 
Redirect site has a job board that might be helpful. 
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/wfny 

Comprehensive Plan update 

The Town of Dryden is revising its 2005 Town Com-
prehensive Plan, which includes the Varna Plan. 
While meetings have been disrupted by the current 
situation, the project continues.  You can find the lat-
est updates at https://www.dryden2045.org/ . 

 

 

Tai Chi classes will resume once their national office 
gives the ok to start back up. 

The Varna pancake breakfasts for April and May 
were canceled, and we normally close for the sum-
mer.  Our next scheduled breakfast will be Septem-
ber 12th, if circumstances allow. 

Emergency Food Options 

While Mutual Aid Tompkins’ blue cabinet at the VCA 
can be a great place to pick up and share small 
amounts of food, there are a lot of places in Tomp-
kins County offering more.  The list and the details 
may change, but these are providers we knew about 
(thanks to the Town of Dryden) as we were assem-
bling this newsletter. 

The Dryden Kitchen Cupboard, 6 North Street in 
the Village of Dryden, operates Mondays and Fridays 
11am-12pm, Wednesdays 5-6pm, and the last Satur-
day of the month 11am-12pm.   

Collegetown Bagels Community Kitchen (at 
City Center, 301 E. State St., 273-2848) is offering 
pay what you can, on up to 2 items per person per 
day, from 7AM - 5PM daily.  

For three days worth of groceries, you can visit the 
Southside Community Center (305 S. Plain 
Street, 273-4190) on Tuesday through Friday 2:00 - 
5:00PM and second Saturdays 12:00 - 2:00PM, or 
the Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard (Salvation Army, 
150 N. Albany Street, 273-2400) on Monday through 
Thursday 1:30 - 3:00PM.   

For nonperishables and frozen items, the Greater 
Ithaca Activities Center (GIAC, 301 W. Court 
Street, 272-3622) is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 1:00 - 4:00PM, and the Multicultural Re-
source Center (516 W. MLK Jr. (State) Street Itha-
ca, 319-2622) is open Monday through Friday 12PM 
- 4:00PM.   

Loaves and Fishes provides prepackaged meals 
Monday, Wednesday Friday 12:00 - 1:00 PM and 
Tuesday/Thursday 5:30 - 6:30PM at St. John’s Epis-
copal Church (210 N. Cayuga Street, 272-5457).  

The St. John’s Community Services pantry (618 
W. MLK Jr. (State) Street Ithaca 354-8990) is open 
9AM - 9PM 7 days a week. 

For food delivery information, call 2-1-1 between 
8:30 am to 5 . For emergency food delivery, your in-
formation will go to the United Way (https://
www.uwtc.org/tompkins-co-emergency-food-
delivery-request) who is organizing food delivery via 
Gadabout from the food hub. 2-1-1 operators at the 
Human Services Coalition will help answer your 
questions and connect you to local food assistance 
agencies and other helpful resources.  

The Ithaca City School District (ICSD) also offers 
meal delivery, through this form: https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSceKzVEBKArgtQZolTEqPwdFWWhyMx
Laaifk_LkvIIFJF1m_w/viewform 

https://www.facebook.com/VarnaCommunityAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/VarnaCommunityAssociation/
https://nextdoor.com
https://nextdoor.com
https://www.letterstostrangers.org
https://www.letterstostrangers.org
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/wfny
https://www.dryden2045.org/
http://dryden.ny.us/covid-19-information-and-resources/emergency-food-resources/
https://www.uwtc.org/tompkins-co-emergency-food-delivery-request
https://www.uwtc.org/tompkins-co-emergency-food-delivery-request
https://www.uwtc.org/tompkins-co-emergency-food-delivery-request
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceKzVEBKArgtQZolTEqPwdFWWhyMxLaaifk_LkvIIFJF1m_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceKzVEBKArgtQZolTEqPwdFWWhyMxLaaifk_LkvIIFJF1m_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceKzVEBKArgtQZolTEqPwdFWWhyMxLaaifk_LkvIIFJF1m_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceKzVEBKArgtQZolTEqPwdFWWhyMxLaaifk_LkvIIFJF1m_w/viewform


Democratic Primary Day is Tuesday, 
June 23rd from 6am to 9pm. Polls for 
Varna will be at the Community Center.  All 
enrolled Democrats will be receiving an 
absentee ballot application in the mail. 
While we’d love to see you in Varna, this 
might be a great year to vote absentee. The 
Board of Elections notes that ‘Pursuant to 
Governor Cuomo's Executive Order, those 
wishing to vote  by absentee ballot in the 
June 23rd Primary because of COVID-19 
concerns may select "temporary illness" on 
the absentee form.’ (There are no primaries 
for other parties this year.) 
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If you need Internet connectivity, the 
VCA wireless can help even when the build-
ing is closed.  The router is in the back of the 
building, so the parking spaces behind the 
building have better reception.  It’s not a 
huge connection, and weather and power 
outages occasionally interfere. You’re wel-
come to use the network, but please stay 
away from other people, and especially 
please stay out of the way of our kitchen 
renters if they are working while you’re 
there. 


