
A Reconciling 
Congregation 
where all are  

invited to share 
the Basics of 

God’s love with 
the world 

“We Connect” 
During the opening of the August Church Council retreat we invited everyone to 
pair up with another person to respond to the questions: 
What helps you connect with yourself?  With other people?  With God? 
 
Other questions that we might ask as a congregation are: 
• How do we help children and youth connect with God? the Bible? The Church 

community? Each other as people of faith? 
 
• How do we structure our life together to help adults connect with each other? 

With the Divine?  
 
• How do we connect with the community? With important issues such as race 

relations, gender issues, peace, and the environment?  
 
In the Hidden Treasure program where over a dozen St. Paulians are participating, 
one of the themes is called “the Healing Connection.”  The belief is that when we 
connect deeply with other people,  the energy, insights, and shared experiences form 
a powerful connection through which healing and transformation occur to all who 
are open.   
 
An all-church theme which we are launching this fall, under the leadership of the 
Marketing Team is a simple two-word sentence: “We connect.”  I believe that these 
two words can be a spiritual vision for our faith community.  “We connect” is a 
way to integrate all that we are already doing in our worship, programs, missions, 
and relationships at St. Paul’s.  At the same time “we connect” is a vision for how 
God can use us and guide us as we lead our church, our families, our community, 
our world on the path of being truly united, connected to one another.   
 
If you have been disconnected from church during the summer, I invite you to re-
connect this fall, as a way of nurturing yourself, your soul, and the lives of all of us 
who are connected to you!   
 
Blessings, 

Rebecca Dolch 

St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church 
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Lectionary Readings for September: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Interim Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Julie Weeks 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director 
John W. White 
 

Acting Organist 
John W. White  
 

Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:00PM 

September 3 
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or 
  Psalm 72 
Song 2:8-13 
James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 
  21-23 
 
September 10 
Psalm 125 or 
  Psalm 124 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 
  22-23 
James 2:1-10 
  (11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

September 24 
Psalm 1 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
James 3:13—4:3, 
  7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

September 17 
Psalm 19 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 
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Worship for September 
September 3   Sermon:  “We Connect” Rebecca Dolch 
   Labor Day Sunday, Holy Communion 
 
September 10  Sermon: “No Interruptions” Rebecca Dolch 

  Welcome Back, Chancel Choir! 
   We connect with the Ministries of St. Paul’s: Ministry Fair following  worship
    
September 17  Sermon: “How Beautiful are the Feet,” Rebecca Dolch 
   Celebration of the 50th anniversary of Paul’s Nursery School 
   Seminary Student Offering 
  
September 24  Sermon:  The Healing Connection, Rebecca Dolch 
   (Exploring St. Paul’s brunch after church—see page 7 for more details) 

Blessings to Marilou Slattery 
Our love and blessings go with Marilou Slattery as 
she leaves her position at St. Paul’s to take a job at 
Cornell University. Marilou has been fulltime Admin-
istrative Ministries Coordinator at St. Paul’s since 
2002.  Prior to that she worked here part time in a va-
riety of support positions.  All of us will miss her 
great help and her warm, welcoming and caring spirit 
in the office.  
 
Fortunately Marilou will continue to be a vital part of 
St. Paul’s serving as choir member, volunteer Mem-
bership Secretary, and member of Church Council. 
She has been a member here since she was born, and 
her parents were members before that! She has three 
children, Matt (now working in Ithaca), Joe (now 
serving in the Navy), and Amanda (in high school) 
who also grew up at St. Paul’s.  
 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee will host a re-
ception honoring Marilou’s work at St. Paul’s on Sun-
day, September 24 during coffee fellowship time.  

Pastoral Care 
With the retirement of Pastor Bud Dolch, Rev. 
Rebecca Dolch is working with the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee, the Church Council, the 
Loving Care Team, the Older Adult Ministry 
Team and others as we evaluate and seek to meet 
the needs of the congregation for Pastoral Care 
and for Loving Care from fellow St. Paulians.  If 
you have a need or know of a need of another 
person in the parish, please let Rebecca Dolch or 
the church office know as soon as possible.  To-
gether we will continue to move forward in this 
very important aspect of our ministry. 

Welcome to Sophia Miller 
Sophia Miller, a recent graduate of the Ithaca 
College Choral Music Education program joins 
St. Paul’s as the new Director of the Children’s 
Choir.  This fall she will begin teaching full time 
at Barry Elementary School in Cortland, where 
she will teach general music and 5th- and 6th-
grade chorus.  She has also been invited to assist 
at the high school with the after-school choral 
ensembles. 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
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From Ithaca Kitchen  

Cupboard 
We have received a letter thanking St. 
Paul’s for all your efforts on behalf of 
the Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard.  Your 

recent check for $280.00, donations of 
food and time are much appreciated by 
everyone at the Cupboard.  Most espe-
cially, your efforts are appreciated by 

the hungry people in Ithaca. 

Around the Church 

A Huge THANK YOU from Rev. Bud Dolch 
I was totally overwhelmed by the generosity of St. Paul’s at my re-
tirement celebration. Thank you for the wonderful monetary gift and 
even more, for the generosity of heart expressed in your shared 
thoughts, reflections, notes, scrapbooks, and hugs! 

George Gull and Greg Eells took the “tool sermon” concept a quan-
tum leap forward with thoughts that I never would have come up with 
myself!  

Thanks to all on the Loving Care Team and Staff Parish Relations 
Committee and others who took so much care in creating the details 
of the reception: the food, the fellowship, the amazing banner and 
scrapbook. 
Thanks to Jami Breedlove and Diana Crouch and Emily for creating 
such great food for the picnic and to all (including the Gadabout 
crew) who came out to Buttermilk Park to continue the celebration. 

“We Connect” 
Funding Campaign 2007 

 

St. Paul's annual fundraising campaign will formally 
commence in early November. The purpose of the cam-
paign is to raise the monies we need to operate our min-
istries, continue to grow our congregation, and share the 
Good News with our neighbors.  Celebration Sunday is 
November 19.   
 
Between November 3 and 19, Shepherds will hold area 
meetings with small groups of members and start the 
process of a neighbor-to-neighbor campaign.  We'll all 
have a chance to talk about stewardship and ministry 
efforts at St. Pauls, and get excited about how we're al-
ready growing our children, youth and older adult minis-
tries.    
 
You can already be thinking about what stewardship 
means to you, and how you'd like to share that with your 
St. Paulian neighbor. 

How wonderful it is to know that I will still be doing ministry as a volunteer with all of the wonderful people 
at St. Paul’s who helped me celebrate this huge event in my life. Thank you, thank you!  BUD 

Position opening 

Administrative Ministries Coordinator 
 
The successful candidate will have proven man-
agement and organizational skills to run a busy 
office.  Skills needed: Self-starter, detail-oriented, 
excellent MS office and phone/writing/
interpersonal communication skills.  Experience 
with volunteer organizations.  Monday through 
Friday, 9:00 am -2:30 pm.  Send resume and cover 
letter to Jacqueline Bonner 402 N. Aurora St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850. 

Reminder: Staff E-Mail Addresses 
 
Rebecca Dolch rdolch@stpaulsithaca.org 
Jacqueline Bonner jbonner@stpaulsithaca.org 
Greg Garvan  ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org 
Kevin Miller  kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org 
Office   info@stpaulsithaca.org 
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Finance Committee 

The Finance Committee at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church exists to raise, 
manage, and disperse the finances so that the mission and vision of St. Paul’s 
can be achieved. 

 
When we hold our regularly monthly meetings, one of our first topics of discussion is “Where are we?”  We 
review the budget and the preceding month’s income and expenses to determine “the way things are”.  As 
Fall approaches, we start to talk about “the way we want things to be” or, how can we create a budget that 
will help us to realize the shared vision of the St. Paul’s community of faith?  The Fall is also the season 
when spending picks up in the church, particularly with the start of Christian education programs.  And, the 
Fall follows the lazy, hazy days of summer, when pledges sometimes fall behind. 
 
Thanks to the careful attention of our Financial Secretary, Dick Tenney, we know that pledges and dona-
tions for this year are about 10% below the budget.  What’s great about this news is that St. Paulians have 
been really good about keeping up with their financial commitments.   I think we can do better. 
 
In order to fully accomplish the mission to connect with each other and with God, we can do better than 
contributing 90% of what we said we would contribute.  We could even exceed 100% if we would let a 
spirit of abundance and gratitude inform our personal financial decisions.  
 
If you have let your pledge fall behind over the summer, please take the time to catch up.  We all play a role 
in creating the vision of St. Paul’s, and we all share responsibility in realizing that vision through our finan-
cial gifts and our other spiritual gifts.  Keeping current with pledges will help us know what we can and 
can’t do with next year’s budget.  Thank you for your continued commitment to St. Paul’s. 
  

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
One of our Christian stewardship leaders had this to say re-
cently: "Scripture says ‘without vision, people perish.’ In 
this low tide of biblical teaching, American Christians have 
certainly been perishing in their generosity habits. Instead of 
living and giving generously from God's many blessings in 
their lives, many American Christians have adopted worldly 
financial habits that have led to materialistic lifestyles and 
increasing financial bondage through easy consumer credit, 
high-end mortgages, home equity loans, 60-month car 
loans, and a record number of bankruptcies. This has led to 
a 30-year decline in the percentage of income that American 
Christians give to churches, missions, and ministries!"  True 
enough, from where I sit.  How can St. Paul's help all of us 
“live and give generously from God's many blessings in our 
lives”? We're expecting to offer a Will Seminar this fall, as 
well as a spring financial education series.  Other ideas? 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Okay, so I have a vision of St. Paul's becoming 
more in tune with God's blessings in our lives, 
and our sharing of those blessings with all the 
saints, sinners and others in our world. To do 
that, we need to be more aware of both the re-
sources we have and how we steward their use.  
The best way to do this is to create a Steward-
ship Committee with a shared vision. We have 
three committed members so far, and a number 
of others who have expressed interest.  We'll be 
convening on Sunday, September 12 at 9:00 
am, just before Bible study, for about 30 min-
utes, to look into our future plans.  Please JOIN 
US in the Good Shepherd Room, and /or let me 
know of your interest. 

Greg Garvan 
Director of Stewardship and Business 
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RUMMAGE SALE 

October 12th –14th , 2006 
 

The United Methodist Women are beginning to prepare for the annual Rum-
mage Sale, October 12th – 14th.  You may ask "What is needed to have a 
successful UMW Rummage Sale?"  The answer begins with you! 
 
Start by cleaning out closets, chests, and cupboards to find items to donate; during the last days of sum-
mer's heat and humidity, spend an hour or two in a cool basement.  Ask yourself if you ever intend to wear the 
slacks that are fine in every way, except no longer the correct size for you.  What about the sweater that is the 
perfect color, for anyone but you?  Exactly how many candy dishes does one household need?  And those ex-
tra-long sheets required by beds in college dorm rooms are just taking up space in the linen closet now. 
 
Okay, now that you've cleaned out, please do not donate anything that is torn, dirty, or otherwise ready to 
be trashed!!  Also, we do not accept furniture or computers (contact the Ithaca Youth Bureau or the Sci-
ence Center); however, we will accept small appliances in working condition.  If asked, we will provide a let-
ter you can use to document your donations as a charitable contribution for a tax deduction. 
 
St. Paul's is much too busy to provide storage space, so please keep things at your home until October 9th.  
When you bring your donations to the church dining room, stay for a while to help sort items for the sale; 
you'll meet interesting people who care as deeply about St. Paul's as you do. 
 
Before congratulating yourself too much, pull out one or more recipes and prepare something delicious for 
the Bake Shop.  This popular area of the sale needs all kinds of baked goods, especially pies and cook-
ies/brownies. 
 
Although the sale is sponsored by the UMW, we need volunteers from the entire congregation, in addition 
to the cashiers, to help us keep the racks and tables tidy during the Rummage Sale.  When the doors open on 
Thursday or Friday or Saturday, come shop because there's always a treasure waiting for the right buyer.  And 
you can purchase a delicious lunch or dinner of macaroni and cheese and/or chili, perhaps complemented by 
an item from the Bake Sale. 
 
This "recycling" event helps the community in numerous ways.  First, those of our neighborhood with limited 
resources are able to purchase items at a very reasonable price.  At the end of the sale, we donate as much as 
possible to migrant workers and organizations which will distribute the clothing and household goods.  Glob-
ally, all of the monies raised by the Rummage Sale will be used to fund ministries of the United Methodist 
Church which assist women and children. 
 
To reiterate, please do not bring anything to St. Paul's until Monday, October 9th.  Volunteer anytime during 
that week.  Shop beginning Thursday, October 12th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
"What is needed to have a successful UMW Rummage Sale?"  More than anything else, YOU!!  Call 
Phyllis Highland to get more information or to volunteer. 
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ST. PAUL’S CONNECTIONS 

Brunch!  New friends!  Information!  You are invited to attend our next "Exploring St. Paul’s After-
noon" on Sunday, September 24 from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm.  Whether you're interested in becoming 
a member or just want to learn more about St. Paul's, you will enjoy this relaxed, fun and informative 
afternoon.  A group of St. Paulians and our Spirited Connections Ministry Team invite you to be their 
guests for an afternoon that includes brunch (all food provided!), an informative presentation by senior 
pastor Rebecca Dolch and plenty of opportunity to ask questions and meet new people. Childcare will be 
provided if you RSVP to Jacqueline in the church office, 273-5971, by Wednesday, September 20. 

Attention all teams, committees, classes, 
groups, and choirs:  contact the church office 
NOW to reserve a table at St. Paul’s September 
10 annual Ministry and Information Fair.  This 
festive event, held after worship downstairs in the 
Dining Room, is the perfect opportunity to let new 
and seasoned St. Paulians see what you’re doing 
and to invite them to join you!  Please contact 
the church office, office@stpaulsithaca.org or 
273-5971 to reserve your space.  We encourage 
you to provide a display (e.g., photos, posters, 
class materials, handouts), to be present at the ta-
ble to talk about your ministry, and to provide a 
simple finger food (we’ve found that a little snack 
at each table encourages people to take their time 
and really look around!).  

NEW AND SEASONED ST. PAULIANS: Mark your 
calendars now to attend St. Paul’s annual Ministry and 
Information Fair on Sunday, September 10th!   This 
festive event, held right after the 10:30 am worship 
service downstairs in the Dining Room, is the perfect 

opportunity to see all that’s going on at St. Paul’s 
through dozens of displays, to meet leaders and ask 

questions, to pick up printed brochures and fliers about 
our many ministry opportunities, and to sign up to par-
ticipate or receive more info.  Each table will offer a 

yummy finger food, so plan to come on downstairs on 
the 10th, nibble your way around the room, connect with 
old friends and new, and learn more about this amazing 

community of faith! 

Sunday, September 24 

11:30 am—2:30 pm 

 

Exploring St. Paul’s 

St. Paul's Weekday Nursery School celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary this year!  St. Paulian Virginia Ainslie 
started our program back in 1956 and we're still happily, 
actively, learning along!  All 50 years worth of church 
families are invited to our anniversary recognition on 
Sunday, September 17th at the 10:30 worship service.  
We're looking forward to seeing our graduates who are 
now grandparents, parents, and children of all ages.  A 
reception will be held following the 10:30 am service 
that morning.  In the spring we will be holding a picnic 
for all of our church and community families. 



Children’s Choir 
The Children’s Choir will begin rehearsals on Sunday, September 

10th at 9:45 a.m. downstairs in the Bible Village.  
We are excited to welcome Sophia Miller as the new Director of the 

Children’s Choir.  (See page 3 to read more about Sophia.) 

Chancel Choir 
St. Paul’s Chancel Choir provides traditional music in the 
10:30 am Sunday worship services throughout the Fall and 

Spring semesters. 
The first rehearsal of the Chancel Choir will be on Thursday, 
September 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room.  We will sing in 

the worship service on September 10th.  All are invited to join! 
“I'm so looking forward to seeing everyone and hearing sum-

mer stories.”—Lorrene 
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Glory Singers 
St. Paul’s Glory Singers rehearses on Thursday evenings from 6:45 to 8:15.  Childcare is available.  We sing in 
Sunday worship about once a month, and our first appearance will be on Sunday, September 10th. 
Anyone with a passion to sing upbeat contemporary music is invited to join! You don’t have to be able to read 
music to participate. If you are interested or if you have questions, contact John White at 319-0063 or 
jwhite@ithaca.edu. 

Bell Choir 
St. Paul's Festival Chimes will resume re-
hearsals on Thursday, August 31st at 6:00 
pm in the bell room. Anyone interested in 

learning more about the bell 
ministry at St. Paul's should 
contact Dorothy Preston at 

539-6293 or 
bdalepres@aol.com. 

Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
Durham Bible Study Class 

Sunday mornings, resuming September 3 
9:30 am - 10:15 am 

Mott Room 
 

All are invited to join this ongoing traditional Sunday morning Bible study.  This fall we focus on an Old Testament survey of God’s Living Cove-
nant.  We begin with the stories in Genesis and Exodus about God’s covenant with the people of Israel.  As the study progresses, we explore 

God’s covenant with Judges and Kings, concluding with how to live as God’s covenant people.    
For more info, call Glenna Margaris, 257-1281. 

Save these dates, and watch for more details! 
 
Wednesday evenings, October 18, 25, November 8 and 15 – Roundtable, a lively discussion group, will ex-
plore a contemporary social justice issue 
 
Saturday to Sunday, March 3-4, 2007 – Our annual adult Spiritual Growth Retreat takes place at peaceful 
Light on the Hill Retreat Center in nearby Spencer. 
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Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday mornings, resuming August 27 

9:40 - 10:25 am 
New Adult Classroom (next to the Nursery) 

 
The Adult Fellowship Class has resumed for the semester, meeting Sunday mornings at 9:40 am in the new 
adult classroom next to the Nursery.  This class, led by Greg Eells, is a discussion oriented experience fo-
cused on better understanding Christian principles.  The class is structured so that new topics are discussed 
each week and anyone can participate without feeling like they have missed out on past classes.  Past topics 
have focused on lessons from Ecclesiastes, what Jesus teaches us about healing others, the meaning of Chris-
tian love in the modern world, and finding our power as Christians.  Please join us for this time of fellowship 
and spiritual reflection.  
 
For more information contact class leader Greg Eells, 319-0244, gte3@cornell.edu. 
 
Some class participants say: 
"Discussions are informative and insightful.  I always leave with a deeper understanding of what it means to 
be a Christian in today's world."  Lloyd Johnson 
 
"Greg Eell's class [is]… a well-planned and stimulating environment where new folks are welcomed and eve-
ryone has room to have their say, or simply listen. Greg's experience, optimism and faith have been a welcome 
addition to St. Paul's adult offerings. Greg is a natural leader who… brings the Bible to life." 
 Mary Ellen and Gary Stewart 
 
"Spending Sunday morning at St. Paul's reminds me of being a child and wanting two great flavors of ice 
cream--and then getting them!  The Eells study group to fellowship and discuss, and then the grace of worship 
together.  Does it get any better?"  Greg Garvan 
 
"The discussion [are] very spirited and highly thought provoking."  Mark Cappello 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Beginning mid to late September, 9:30 - 11:30 am 

(watch bulletin for start date) 
Mott Room 

 
Have you noticed the list of the Bible readings printed in the St. Paul's newsletter?  These readings, 
from the Revised Common Lectionary, are suggested weekly Scripture readings for a three-year cy-

cle.  The Lectionary follows the outline of the Christian year.  We invite you to follow along with us as 
we delve into these weekly lectionary readings on Wednesday mornings.   

 For more information, contact Kathy Orr, 273-0648 or kathy929@twcny.rr.com. 
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Experiencing the Heart of Christianity 
Sundays, 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm (12 weeks) 

Beginning September 17 
New Adult Classroom (next to the Nursery) 

 

This unique program of Christian spiritual formation is a 12 week experiential opportunity for those seeking 
a vibrant relationship with Christ that makes sense in our time.   Based on the bestselling book by Marcus J. 
Borg, this study series invites us to engage with the issues that lie at the heart of Christianity today.  Delving 
into such topics as the Bible; God; Jesus; sin; and how to live in a multi-faith, pluralistic society, Experiencing 
the Heart of Christianity will guide us through these complicated issues.  Participants from other churches 
report that “their thinking was deeply engaged and their minds were stretched; their emotions were often 
stirred; their appreciation of what Christianity is about in our time was both nourished and enlivened.”  They 
concluded the class with a “deeper sense of belonging to their Christian faith.”   
 
A variety of methods and activities, including experiences with meditation, contemplation, styles of 
conversation, deep discussion, sharing of personal stories and faith shaping events, various forms and styles of 
prayer, diverse approaches to theological thinking, engage both heart and mind.  The sessions include video 
clips of Marcus Borg and Tim Scorer, the author of the study, as well as beautiful fine art images of Jesus. 
 
A $20 suggested donation includes a copy of Borg’s The Heart of Christianity and all class materials.  A $10 
donation is requested from participants who already have the book. Some scholarship assistance is available--
contact Director of Church Ministries Jacqueline Bonner. 
 
For more information about the class, contact leaders Debby Wells-Clinton (dlwellsclinton@earthlink.net or 
233-4116) or Stu Fegely (stufeg@hotmail.com or 227-3104). 
 
NOTE: Class size is limited, so contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office to reserve your place. 

Living the Questions 
Sundays after worship, 12:15 – 2:15 pm 

New Adult Classroom (next to the Nursery) 

October 15 through November 19 (first six sessions) 
January 7 through February 18 (last seven sessions) 

Living the Questions, a 13-week small group study, provides a safe and open-minded environment where par-
ticipants can explore beyond the traditions and rote theologies in which so many people today seem to be 
stuck. This class will help newcomers, seasoned members, seekers and "church alumni/ae" alike in discovering 
the significance of Christianity in the 21st Century, and what a meaningful faith can look like in today's world. 

"Wisdom is asking the questions for which there are no answers."   
Harrell Beck 
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The format of each 2-hour session includes a centering tea ceremony followed by a DVD presentation, guided 
discussion, concrete spiritual exercises, Bible study and suggestions for engagement in acts of social justice. 

 
Ongoing themes of the study include: 

• Biblical authority  

• Metaphor and how it shapes us 

• The Jesus/Christ dichotomy 

• What does faith look like in the 21st Century? 
 
This year we will divide the 13 sessions into 2 semesters: the first sessions will meet in the fall; the final 
sessions will meet after the holidays.  Participants are encouraged to bring a bag lunch or snack.  A 
small refrigerator will be available in the classroom for your convenience.   Tea will be served each week 
as part of the opening ritual.   
 
A $30 suggested donation includes all class materials including the workbook.  Some scholarship assistance 
is available--contact Director of Church Ministries Jacqueline Bonner. 
 
For more information about the class, contact leaders Karen Kaufmann (tunafiki@lightlink.com or 257-
0528) or Darlene DeJong (darlenedejong@yahoo.com or 266-0548).   
 
NOTE: Class size must be limited, so contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office to reserve your 
place. 

Some comments from previous LTQ groups: 
This course is perfect for St. Paul's because it honors the diversity and inclusiveness that are such a basic part of our core beliefs.  
We learned about many of the paradoxes of Christianity, including the humanity and divinity of Christ, the essential truths and myths 
surrounding the bible, the unity and diversity in a Christina community, and the appropriateness of questions to a life of faith. 
 Julie Schnepel  
 
“It was very exciting to have a chance to hear and see (on DVD) the leading cutting-edge people in the progressive Christian move-
ment today.  Sharing this with a group of fellow St. Paulians made it very special; we got to know each other in a deeper, fuller way.”
 Ruth Lovelace  
“I was so excited when I first learned that St. Paul’s was offering Living the Questions and I wasn't disappointed.  I found a great 
group of people who were willing to discuss the questions that I have had for years but felt I had to keep to myself.  And I discovered 
that it's OK to have the questions and to live with them and still call myself a Christian.” Darlene De Jong 
 
“It has been a stimulating treat for me to be a part of this group.”  Elinor John  

People know that Christianity has much good to offer the human race.  At the same time, many have a 
sense that they are alone in being a progressive "thinking" Christian, and that reclaiming Christianity 

from black-and-white theology is a hopeless task.  What is needed is a safe environment where people 
have permission to ask the questions they've always wanted to ask but have been afraid to voice for 

fear of being thought a heretic. 
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Faith Explorers Embark on Exodus Journey 
Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 

“Let my people go…”  

Exodus 5:1 
 
 
September marks the beginning of the third year for the Faith Explorers program—the St. Paul’s Sunday 
School program for children in grades K through 6.  All children are welcome, whether you are a regular or 
occasional attendee.  Children at St. Paul’s regularly exclaim, “I love Faith Explorers!”  Our adult leaders help 
provide the love, laughter, and “ah ha” moments that are hallmarks of the program. 
 
 

In the first unit of the year, the Faith Explorers will undertake a journey of discovery about the Exodus, the 
rich Old Testament tradition concerning the departure of Hebrew slaves from Egypt under the leadership of 
Moses.  Our own experienced Curriculum Team has created a joyful, simple curriculum.  Children use a vari-
ety of learning techniques to “really get” the message of God’s loving care for the Hebrews.  Students will 

 
 

•Learn about Moses’ perilous early life, 
•Create artistic representations of the burning bush, 
•Explore the ten plagues that afflicted the Egyptians, 
•Cook (in haste) unleavened bread, 
•Enact the dramatic story of the parting of the Red Sea, and 
•Wander (and dance) through the desert like the liberated Hebrews 

 
 

 
The Faith Explorers program teaches Bible stories and theological 
concepts in seven-week units, using a rotation learning style.  Each 
workshop is staffed by an adult leader, who teaches the same work-
shop each week.  Each class is led by a loving adult Guide, who pro-
vides continuity from week to week.  Workshops take place in our 
richly decorated Bible Times Village, which includes rooms such as 
the Promised Land, the Carpenter’s Workshop, the Caravan Camp 
and Oasis Theater, the Cave, the Bread of Life Café, the Market-
place, and the Holy Temple. 

 

Faith Explorers (K-6th Grades) 
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Faith Discovery Group Begins Anew! 
 
We are happy to be starting a new program for our pre-schoolers.  Our 3- and 4-year olds 
will now be participating in “Faith Discovery Group” which takes place in the same time 
and space as last year’s Discovery Group class, but will have quite a different structure. 
 
This “new and improved” Faith Discovery Group adopts some of the best elements of the Faith Explorers pro-
gram and applies them in unique ways to our 3- and 4-year olds.  The new structure recognizes preschoolers’ 
needs for consistency, as well as their desire to learn and discover new things. 
 
Our plan is to utilize the curriculum structure of the Faith Explorers program, but implement it in a specialized 
way for the pre-school class.  For example, in September and October we are learning about Moses and the 
Exodus story.  We have prepared 6 sessions that present pieces of the story in ways the children can relate to.  
They’ll experience brick-making like the Hebrew slaves, make a burning bush sun catcher, learn about the ten 
plagues, make unleavened bread, cross the Red Sea (drama), and eat some manna in the wilderness! 
 
All these exciting activities are presented within the structure of some consistent rituals from week to week to 
help each child feel secure and ready to explore new things.  We’ll recruit one Teacher who will stay with the 
class for a two-month period, or longer, and will shepherd the children within a consistent structure. 
 
 In addition to the role of Teacher, we are identifying individuals to serve as Storytellers who will bring the 
unique piece of the bigger story each week.  Storytellers can serve just one Sunday, or can help out on multiple 
Sundays during each two-month unit.  Storytellers could be parents or non-parents—anyone who enjoys seeing 
and helping young children discover something new! 
 
Both the Teacher and Storyteller roles are structured in a way to make it as easy as possible for you to help out.  
We’ll provide brief, but specific training before each unit that orients you to your role, preparing you for a 
good experience helping our youngest “faith explorers” begin discovering Bible stories in an exciting, accessi-
ble form. 
 
Like to help out?!  Contact anyone on our Leadership Team: Steve Johnson (257-0969), Beth Mudge (273-
2367), or Kevin Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, 273-5971 

Notes for Parents: 
 
• The children are dismissed to the Faith Explorers program following the Time with Young Christians in the 10:30 worship service 

(~10:45 am).  They congregate in the Carpenter’s Workshop for “Gathering Time,” a 10- to 15-minute children’s worship experience 
including singing, scripture reading, and the collection of an offering. 

• Thank you for helping your child bring an offering each Sunday that will support a different program or project each unit.  Last year, 
we provided support for Hurricane Katrina relief, for school packets, and for baby chicks for Bosnian women. 

• Faith Explorers runs until 11:45 am (or after the service lets out—whichever is later), and children will meet you in the Memorial 
Rooms during Fellowship time.  We ask your help in reinforcing good manners with the snacks on the tables (1-2 cookies each), so 
there will be enough for everyone! 
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Acolyte Kick-Off Party & Training 
Sunday, September 17, 12:00—1:30 pm 

 
All 2nd-8th graders who would like to become acolytes are welcome to come join 
us for a Kick-Off Party and Training Session.  We will meet in the dining room 
after church for pizza and veggies and for some initial training in acolyte ministry.  
Then, we’ll go upstairs for a dress rehearsal in the sanctuary.  Contact David Bell, 
387-5881 (db66@cornell.edu).  

Backyard Bible Club Concludes  

"Great Animal Stories of the Bible" 
 
Daniel's Lions, A Plague of Frogs, Jonah's Whale, Grasshopper Spies, Balaam's Donkey.  These are just some 
of the great stories that the children enjoyed this past summer during Backyard Bible Club.  What a great sum-
mer it was! 
 

Thank you to all the adults who volunteered their time to lead the children in discovering the stories behind 
the animals: 

David Bell 
Steve Beyers 
Marc and Pamela Bigsby 
Audrey and John Bradburn 
Lisa and Mark Cappello 
Sara Culotta 

Heather Edvenson 
Melissa Gould 
Harris and Wardell families 
Karen Kaufmann 
Sue Kiner 
Beth and Mike Miles 

Important Dates: 
 

• Sunday, September 10: Ministry Fair—Tour the Bible Village, eat Exodus-inspired food, and learn all about Faith Explor-
ers 

• Sundays, September 10, 17, 24, and October 1, 15, and 22:  Faith Explorers Exodus Unit 
• October 8 will be a Family Worship Sunday (children remain in the sanctuary) 
• October 29 will be the Celebration Sunday for the Exodus Unit 
 
Questions about Faith Explorers?  Contact Kevin Miller, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries, 273-
5971, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, who can refer you to a team member from one of our four leader-
ship teams:  Invite and Connect, Curriculum, Communications and Events, or Building and Props. 
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“The Last Word” 
 
 
Church Council had a productive and informative retreat last Saturday, Aug. 19. 
We discussed the church from the concept of WE CONNECT, which provides 
us with a simple, yet rich way of describing ourselves and our mission together 
in Christ. The areas of focus for us were how WE CONNECT through service, pastoral care, and stewardship. 
While each of these areas could have been a full day retreat, we were able to spend a good amount of time on 
each of them. In particular, we would like to reinforce the importance of pastoral care and our commitment to 
it in the wake of Bud’s retirement. We recognize that this is an integral part of our community and of our role 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. As we continue to determine what the needs of the community are, we are 
always open to your ideas and feedback. Feel free to contact any member of Council or attend our next meet-
ing, scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 19, from 7 – 8:30 PM in the Memorial Rooms. 
           ~Leslie Sadler, chair 

FALL KICK-OFF EVENTS 
 
ALL YOUTH 
Sunday Sept 10th  
 Ministry Fair after church (Dining Room) 
 Youth and Parent Dinner 5:00-7:00 pm (Dining Room) 
 
JR HIGH (6th - 8th graders) 
Friday September 15th (6:00pm) - Saturday September 16th (10am)  
 Overnight Retreat (location to be announced) 
September 17th (9:30am – 10:20am)  
 AM Impact for Jr Highs begins — Dining Room 
 
SR HIGH (9th - 12th graders) 
Saturday September 16th (6:00pm) - Sunday September 17th (10am)  
 Overnight Retreat (location to be announced) 
September 24th (9:30 am – 10:20 am) 
 AM Impact for Sr Highs begins — Harkness Room 
 
YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING 
September 24th (12 noon to 2:00 pm) 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Maureen Anguish, Frank Bonner 
(Jacqueline Bonner’s brother), Enid Brown, Roy Coats, Pat 
Dougherty, Bob and Beverly Hamill (Patti Sample’s brother 
and sister-in-law), Gladys Hewitt (Phyllis Highland’s mother),  
Art Kulp, Howard Longhouse, Ernest McBean (Lucille’s hus-
band), Kristin McCartney, Terry McKechnie (Don McKechnie's 
sister-in-law), Bill Potter (Nancy Potter’s brother), Roy Preston 
(brother of Marian Van de Velde), Anne Schaff, Dorothy E. 
Smits (Ruth Keagle’s mother), George H. Smits (Ruth Keagle’s 
nephew), Charlotte Stephenson, Sharron Thrasher, Chelsea 
Traunstein and Miranda Watson (friend of Josette Garrison). 

Please remember that we will be starting a new prayer list on 
the first Sunday of each month. If you wish to have someone 
listed or have their name remain on the list you will need to 
contact the church office each month at 273-5971 or of-
fice@stpaulsithaca.org. This policy helps the staff to keep up-
dated on each person listed. Thank you. 

Deaths:  Our prayers and sympathies go out 
to the friends and family of Patricia A, 

Bower (daughter –in-law of Mary Bower) 
who died June 5, 2006; Bernice John (Bruce 

John’s mother who died July 19, 2006); 
Mabel Nixon, a member of Calvary Baptist  

Church who died August 18, 2006.  

Births: A warm and loving “welcome to the 
world” to Charles Kimball Shanton, son of 
Erik and Kris Shanton, born June 27, 2006. 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 


