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Congregational Audit Report 
 

Initial Reflections from Rebecca Dolch, Senior Pastor 
 
“Attention” is a powerful force. If you are looking for red cars, you will see more 
red cars than you have noticed in years. Last year, when we as a congregation put 
our attention on the children’s program and on the Faith Explorers’ wing of the 
building, solid growth occurred. The space was transformed. Many more adults and 
children became deeply involved and touched by that ministry. The attention of a 
community brings forth new and renewed life.  
 
In July we received the Congregation Audit Report prepared by Douglas Himes, 
who has been a consultant with us for a year, as we discern the possibilities, needs, 
and strategies for engaging in a capital campaign. One great gift of the report is that 
it clarifies where we as a Church community need to give more ATTENTION. 
 
In the Congregational Audit Report summary in this newsletter (p. 6) you can see 
many of the very positive affirmations of our ministry together, places that have ob-
viously been given a lot of loving attention.  Dr. Himes’s report also states clearly 
that St. Paulians perceive other places that need more of our attention. The 4 key ar-
eas are listed below. Thanks to all who filled out the survey, giving so much impor-
tant feedback. 
 

Four Issues at St. Paul’s That Need More “Attention” 
 

 Management of the business and financial aspects of the church  
 Stewardship education:  Inviting people to live all aspects of life as a response 

to God:  Spirituality, Time, Talent, Treasure, Attitude, Relationships 
 Open communication within our congregation, honoring the rich diversity 

of opinions on everything! 
 Ministries with our local community, elders, and youth 

(Continued  on p. 3) 
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September 4 
 
Psalm 149 or Psalm 148 
Exodus 12: 1-14 
Romans 13: 8-14 
Matthew 18: 15-20 
 
September 11 
 
Exodus 15: 1b-11, 20-21 
Exodus 14: 19-31 
Romans 14: 1-12 
Matthew 18: 21-35 
 
September 18 
 
Psalm 105: 1-6, 37-45 or 
Psalm 78 
Exodus 16: 2-15 
Philippians 1: 21-30 
Matthew 20: 1-16 
 
September 25 
 
Psalm 78: 1-4, 12-16 
Exodus 17: 1-7 
Philippians 2: 1-13 
Matthew 21: 23-32 

Lectionary Readings for September: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Marilou J. Slattery 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Marcella Nolan 
 
Associate Pastor  
Bud Dolch 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Amanda Triplett 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 

Music Director 
John W. White 

 
Organist 
Mike Lippert  
 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Co-Directors 
Sallie Pure and  
Lisa Cappello 
 
Custodian 
Clare Hardesty 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:00 AM 

 
Adult Education 

Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 
Children’s Discovery Groups  

and Faith Explorers 
Sunday, 10:45 AM 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday, 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:00 PM 



3 St. Paul’s Letter 

Congregational Audit Report (continued) 
 
Church Leadership and Staff are committed to developing and working with teams who are excited about 
“attending to” these important issues in our life together. It will take the energies of many more people, en-
gaging in this spiritual community as part of your response to God’s call on your life! 
In an article by Attorney Deirdre Sullivan, she talks about the challenges of life, saying: “…the daily battle 
hasn’t been good versus evil.  It’s hardly so epic.  Most days, my real battle is doing good versus doing 
nothing.” (www.npr.org storyId=4785079) 
Prayerfully consider where God is calling you to put your good attention. And thank you for your 
passionate commitment to the ministry of St. Paul’s ! 

The sermon series this fall is based on the book of Acts in the New Testament, which tells the story of how 
the Holy Spirit used the disciples to launch the church after the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is full of 
amazing stories, interesting people, and guidance on how to deepen our relationship with God, as individu-
als and as a community. Rebecca Dolch says: “There is so much change at St. Paul’s this fall, it almost 
feels as if we are starting a new church! I thought it would be helpful to explore how the Holy Spirit led the 
people of the early church.”   

August 
28 Acts 9 Tabitha-Dorcas    The Message of Acts 
 
September 
4 Acts 16  Paul and The Conversion of Lydia—When faith goes 

home 
 Labor Day Sunday Communion /Baptism 
 
11 Acts 6  Stephen—and the Seven Helpers 
 Ministry fair after church 
 
18 Guest Preacher  
 (Pastor Dolch at continuing education event) 
 
25 The Holy Spirit in Acts  (stories about how the Spirit guides us) 
 Exploring St. Paul’s after worship 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 

Offering Report Through July 31, 2005  

  

 *Does not include second appeal one-time gifts 

Budgeted  Received  

$228,962 $205,621* 

Behind 

$23,341 
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Staff Comings and Goings 

Welcome to Kevin Miller 
Coordinator of Children’s Ministries 

 
We welcome Kevin Miller as the new half-time Coordinator of Children’s Ministries.  Kevin’s background 
is in Public Health—he has a Master of Public Health from Johns Hopkins University, and he has worked 
as a Public Health Nurse. Kevin and Becky and their elementary-aged children Lydia and Gabe have been 
active St. Paulians since 2002, coming to St. Paul’s from the Mennonite Church in Baltimore.  Because of 
Becky’s international research and travel schedule, Kevin has been the fulltime parent at home.  He is also 
the chair of the board of Ten Thousand Villages, a store on the Commons that sells crafts made by people in 
developing countries, where the crafts people are paid fair wages for their work. 
 
At St. Paul’s, Kevin has been involved in Chancel Choir, Disciple Bible Study, men’s retreats, family re-
treat, and the Visioning Team. He has helped with numerous painting and building projects around the 
church and community, and he has even played his recorder for worship. 
 
Kevin is a seasoned participant in the children’s ministries of St. Paul’s: he has served as a teacher in Back 
Yard Bible Club and Third Grade Bible Scholars Program. He serves on the Faith Explorers Curriculum 
team, and helped write the mission-oriented curriculum for the final session this semester. 
 
Rebecca Dolch says: “If you want to know how to live the Christian life, hang around Kevin.  His family, 
his life, his values are oriented towards the path of Christ.  We are so blessed to have this thoughtful, well-
organized, team-oriented, faith-centered person leading the children’s ministry.  Plus he is a lot of fun!”  
 
 

St. Paul’s Welcomes Amanda Triplett as Our New 

Youth Ministries Coordinator 
 
She responded to our ad in the United Methodist News Service as she was moving to Locke, New York, 
from Atlanta Georgia where she taught high school English. During graduate school, she was Youth Direc-
tor at Peachtree Road United Methodist Church, one of the big UM churches in Atlanta, with a youth group 
of 250.   She moved to this area to begin work on a Ph.D. at Cornell. 
 
Amanda has many gifts.  She is a journalist, and was managing editor of her college newspaper.  She has 
written and produced plays, worked with inner city homeless adults and youth, presented workshops on par-
enting teens, written grants, written and produced a documentary film, and was head coach of a high school 
varsity swim team. 
 
She has also worked as Youth Director at a small United Methodist Church and has been involved in the 
Emmaus community for 10 years. One of her references said about her: “Hire Amanda only if you want 
something to happen!”   
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Goodbye to Clare Hardesty 
 
St. Paul’s sends a huge “thank you” and “God bless” to our custodian Clare Hardesty.  Clare has been at St. 
Paul’s for 21 years.  He has also worked for St. John’s Episcopal Church and for the Congregational Church. 
Clare is retiring and moving to Theresa, NY, near Alexandria Bay and Watertown to live in the neighborhood 
with his children and grandchildren. “I’ll be hanging out with my grandchildren and just taking it easy!” He 
has just built a house and is very excited about his new life. He will be greatly missed by the staff, who saw 
him every day!  
 
Administrative Ministries Coordinator Marilou Slattery says:  “Clare is the most dependable person in the 
world, and willing to do anything you ask of him.  He always comes into the office and greets us.  He is tak-
ing with him 21 years of knowledge and history of this building. We are really going to miss him!” 
 
A going-away reception will be held in the Memorial Rooms on Wednesday, August 24 from 4:30-6 p.m.  If 
anyone would like to contribute towards a going away gift for Clare, please write a check to St. Paul’s 
UMC—for Clare Hardesty. 

June Ushers 
Thanks to Jim Bohnsack, Steve & Shirley Jalso, 
Wendy & Lloyd Johnson, Barbara Wernham, 
Wright Kirk, Carolyn & Steve Beyer, David Bar-
ber, Ruth & Les Freeman, Stephanie & Sarah 
Miles, Mary Lou Tenney, Chris Thomas, Ethan & 
Cherrylynn Burris, and Nancy Potter. 

Mike & Beth Miles, Head Ushers 

 

July Ushers 

Many of July’s ushers served on short notice.  
Thanks to Bob Sweet, Joanne Turnpenny, Les and 
Ruth Freeman, Wright Kirk, Ann Salvagni, Val-
erie Podolec, Jim Bohnsack, Barbara Wernham, 
Elinor John, Alma Coats, Howard and Carolyn 
Longhouse, Steve Jalso, Nancy Potter, George 
Gull, Ron Havard, Onale Mente, Rupert Hall, Bob 
McCune, Ruth Lovelace, and Dick Sheffield. 

Bruce John, Head Usher 

Barbara Van Dyk 
 

Everyone who walks or drives by 
the church notices the beautiful 

flower beds surrounding the build-
ing.  The black-eyed susans have 

been spectacular this summer! The 
flowers, pruning, weeding and wa-
tering are the wonderful gifts of St. 
Paulian Barb Van Dyk, of “Barb’s 

Garden Clean Up.”   

We thank you, Barb, and all of 
Ithaca thanks you! 
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WHERE ARE WE?  WHERE ARE WE HEADING? 
 
In recent months, there has been extensive analysis of where St. Paul’s United Methodist Church “is” (not 
merely its location at the corner of Court and Aurora Streets in Ithaca, New York). 
 
As we struggled with budget issues, many of us participated in the confidential congregational survey pre-
pared by Doug Himes, the consultant who was assisting in the process of planning a now-delayed capital 
campaign.  The response rate was 27% of the congregation, an impressive figure for a mailed survey.  On 
July 13th, Doug Himes presented a 66-page report summarizing the results of the survey to Church Council 
and other interested members of the congregation.  Copies of the report are available in the church office. 
 
The written report highlights many of the issues we have faced and continue to face as God’s people in 
ministry.  Stewardship education and administrative management were quickly identified as areas on which 
to focus our attention.  Additionally, Church Council has authorized a task force to study the survey in more 
detail and to make recommendations for congregational engagement and action related to the survey.  
Members of the task force are Rebecca Dolch, Mark Cappello, Phyllis Highland, Paul Jennette; others in 
the congregation will be added for their expertise in various areas of statistical analysis and church life. 
 
The survey represents a broad range of opinions.  While addressing areas that need attention, the survey re-
sults also tell us that the vast majority of respondents feel that St. Paul’s is a healthy church (98%), that it is 
a welcoming place (97%), and that the worship life at St. Paul’s meets their needs (93%).  There is nearly 
universal praise for the preaching at St. Paul's.  (No frequencies were given in the audit, but we thought this 
was worthy of mentioning.)  Respondents were highly satisfied with the staff (95%) and the music (95%). 
Respondents place a high priority on programming for children, youth and adults, and are generally satis-
fied with the current programming, offering many helpful suggestions for strengthening the programming.  
The majority of respondents (88%) are excited about the future of St. Paul’s: 90% feel it is important for St. 
Paul’s to grow in membership, and 84% agree that an ongoing planned giving program is important to the 
church’s future. 
 
How do we use this?  Where are we heading?  The task force will delve into more data analysis to inform 
future planning at St. Paul's.  Members of the task force and Church Council anticipate providing opportu-
nities in small-group settings this fall and winter to discuss, with both passion and commitment, specific 
areas for our congregational attention and engagement. 
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the survey!  Look for on-going conversations related to the survey. 
  
                                                                        Phyllis Highland, Lisa Holmes, Paul Jennette 
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From the survey, we can state with confidence…  
� 98% of respondents feel that St. Paul’s is a healthy church  
� 97% feel St. Paul’s is welcoming  
� 95% say they like the music at St. Paul’s  
� 95% feel that the church staff does a good job  
� 93% feel that the worship life at St. Paul’s meets their needs  
� 95% feel that children’s programs and activities are a high priority; 93% feel that St. Paul’s does a 

good job with these programs  
� 92% feel that adult programming is a high priority; 90% feel that St. Paul’s does a good job with 

these programs  
� 91% feel that youth programs and activities are a high priority; 70% feel that St. Paul’s does a good 

job with these programs  
� 91% feel that they are generally well-informed about the programs and activities of the church  
� 91% think there are ample opportunities for fellowship at St. Paul’s  
� 90% feel it is important for St. Paul’s to grow in membership  
� 88% are excited about church’s future  
� 84% agree that an ongoing planned giving program is important to the church’s future  
� 83% are pleased with St. Paul’s activities in missions and social concerns  
� 81% feel it is important for St. Paul’s to renovate its facilities to support its ministries  
� 76% think more stewardship education is needed  
� 75% express general satisfaction the leadership is exercising proper oversight of church’s operation  
� 75% support endowment growth to ensure St Paul’s financial stability  

Stewardship and the Future 
A long-time beloved member of St. Paul's, Mrs. Marian Mack who died on Christmas Eve this past year, 
left St. Paul's 10% of her estate.  A check has arrived that will be added to our memorials fund and used 
for some future improvement project at St. Paul's. What a beautiful, tangible way to give thanks for all 
that St. Paul's meant to her and her family!   
  
Mrs. Mack provides us at St. Paul's with a clear model of Christian stewardship in using her resources, a 
model that extends beyond her life among us on earth into the future.  
  
Have you left instructions in your will for contributing some of your resources to the work of the church 
in the future? 
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Opportunities for Adults — Sunday Mornings 

 Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday mornings, resuming August 28 

9:40 – 10:25 am 
Harkness Room (downstairs across from the Dining Room) 

 
The Fellowship Class is a discussion group based on the principles of Christian fellowship.  It is structured 
with time for attendees to get to know each other, then a reading of scripture followed by a discussion of 
key points from the scripture.  Anyone and everyone is welcome to attend either regularly or whenever they 
feel the need for additional fellowship.  Previous lessons have been entitled "How To Be A Healer," "God's 
Favor" and "Sacrifice and Redemption."  Future lessons will focus on the parables of Jesus and wisdom 
from the Old Testament.  Please join us in our search for God's will in our lives.  For more information con-
tact class leader Greg Eells, 319-0244, gte3@cornell.edu. 
 
Some class participants say: 
 
“Discussions are informative and insightful.  I always leave with a deeper understanding of what it means to be a 
Christian in today's world.” Lloyd Johnson 
 
“Greg Eell's class isn't slippery business, but a well-planned and stimulating environment where new folks are wel-
comed and everyone has room to have their say, or simply listen. Greg's experience, optimism and faith have been a 
welcome addition to St. Paul's adult offerings, and we look forward to his class whenever we can make it. Greg is a 
natural leader who makes us think, and brings the Bible to life.” Mary Ellen and Gary Stewart 
 
“Spending Sunday morning at St. Paul's reminds me of being a child and wanting two great flavors of ice cream--and 
then getting them!  The Eells study group to fellowship and discuss, and then the grace of worship together.  Does it 
get any better?” Greg Garvan 
 
“I have only been able to attend a few times, but on each occasion have come away from the meeting feeling that the 
discussion was very spirited and highly thought provoking.” Mark Cappello 

All are invited to join this ongoing traditional Sunday morning Bible study.  This fall we focus on the theme 
“You Will Be My Witnesses,” a study of the Book of Acts that traces the early years of the Christian com-
munity.  We begin with “the day of Pentecost,” the day the gathered disciples received the Holy Spirit in 
fulfillment of the prophecy.  As the study progresses, we see how the early church developed in Jerusalem, 
then into Judea and Samaria, and continuing to spread to “the ends of the earth.”  Throughout the study we 
meet saints of the early church, including Stephen, Peter, Paul, Lydia, Prisiclla and Aquila. 
 
 For more info, call Glenna Margaris, 257-1281. 

Durham Bible Study Class 

Sunday mornings, resuming September 4 
9:30 am—10:15 am 
Mott Room 
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Throughout the Week 

Living the Questions 
"Wisdom is asking the questions for which there are no answers."   Harrell Beck 

People know that Christianity has much good to offer the human race.  At the same time, many have a 
sense that they are alone in being a progressive "thinking" Christian, and that reclaiming Christianity 
from black-and-white theology is a hopeless task.  What is needed is a safe environment where people 
have permission to ask the questions they've always wanted to ask but have been afraid to voice for 
fear of being thought a heretic. 
 
Living the Questions, a 13-week small group study, provides a safe and open-minded environment 
where participants can explore beyond the traditions and rote theologies in which so many people to-
day seem to be stuck.   This class will help newcomers, seasoned members, seekers and "church 
alumni/ae" alike in discovering the significance of Christianity in the 21st Century, and what a mean-
ingful faith can look like in today's world. 
 
The format of each 2-hour session includes a centering tea ceremony followed by a DVD presenta-
tion, guided discussion, concrete spiritual exercises, Bible study and suggestions for engagement in 
acts of social justice. 

Ongoing themes of study include: 
 Biblical authority 
 Metaphor and how it shapes us 
 The Jesus/Christ dichotomy 
 What does faith look like in the 21st Century? 

 
For the Orientation Session:  Bring a simple dish-to-pass and join us for a potluck supper to hear 
more about this exciting new opportunity.  Leader Debby Wells-Clinton will introduce the study, and 
then give you plenty of time to ask questions, peruse the materials, and sign up for the class.  Partici-
pant workbooks will also be available for a $30 suggested donation that evening.  Some scholarship 
assistance available. 
 
For more information, contact Debby Wells-Clinton, dlwellsclinton@earthlink.net or 233-4116. 
 
NOTE: Class size must be limited, so contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office to reserve 
your place at the orientation.  

 Living the Questions Study Group 

Sundays, September 18 - mid-December 

4:00  - 6:00 pm 

Memorial Rooms 

Potluck Supper and Orientation 

Tuesday, September 13 

6:00 – 8:00 pm  

Memorial Rooms 



This fall, Roundtable, St. Paul's intrepid reading and discussion 
group, revisits a controversial and thought-provoking work on the 
life of Jesus and its meaning for the church, as we read (or, for 
some, reread) John Dominic Crossan's Jesus: A Revolutionary Biog-
raphy.  In this lucid, accessible, but challenging little book, Crossan, 
a scholar of the historical Jesus affiliated with the infamous Jesus 
Seminar, offers a vivid, powerful, and-- at least for some-- awe-
inspiring portrait of Jesus of Nazareth, stripped of symbolic or 
magical attributes supplied by two millennia of church tradition.  
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The Mystery of Centering Prayer 
 

 Potluck Supper and Introduction  Centering Prayer Experience 

 Wednesday, September 14  Wednesday evenings 

 5:45 – 8:00 pm    5:45 – 6:00 pm 

 Memorial Rooms    Good Shepherd Room 

 
Centering Prayer is a contemplative prayer method that moves us beyond conversation with Christ to 
communion with Him.  It is not meant to replace other kinds of prayer; rather it casts a new light and depth 
of meaning on them.  Centering prayer is a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship. 
 
For the Introduction:  Bring a simple dish-to-pass and join us for a potluck dinner and an introductory 
foray into Centering Prayer, guided by Father Thomas Keating, a Cistercian priest, monk and teacher of 
meditative prayer practices in the U. S. (on video, of course!).  Father Keating’s gentle humor and the sim-
ple prayer exercise he offers are sure to refresh and awaken your spirit.   
 
Beginning Wednesday, September 21, each weekly session will begin with instructions followed by 20 
minutes of silent centering prayer, and end with brief sharing about the process and experience.   You are 
welcome to any or all sessions.   
For more information contact Sylvia Bailey at 319-0440.   

More Adult Opportunities 

Roundtable's first go-round with Crossan some years back tested participants' theological foundations; we're 
reading this biography again to prepare for Crossan's new work on the Apostle Paul, coming out in paper-
back in November.  So, if you're eager for a stretch, and willing to be challenged in good conversation and 
great company, plan to join us.  
 
For more info, contact Karen Kaufmann, tunafiki@clarityconnect.com or 257-0528.  To sign up and obtain 
a copy of the book ($11.00, check made payable to St. Paul's United Methodist Church), contact Jacqueline 
Bonner through the church office.  We will contact you with information about which chapters will be cov-
ered at the first meeting. 

Roundtable 
Wednesday evenings, 

October 19, 26, 

November 2 

6:45—8:15 pm 

Memorial Rooms 



St. Paul’s Letter  11 

Invitation to the Old Testament 
Thursday evenings, September 22 – November  

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Memorial Rooms 
 

This 8-week study approaches the Hebrew Scriptures by inviting participants to hear the story of God and 
God's calling of the people of Israel through the many "voices" of the biblical text.  Narrative, poem, his-
tory, and prophetic utterance all have their own distinctive characteristics and purpose, arising out of a par-
ticular historical, social, and cultural setting.  To understand fully the story of God's covenantal relationship 
with Israel calls for listening to these various ways the story is told throughout the Old Testament. 
 
 What does it mean to be God's chosen people?  And how does the story of Israel's covenant with God in-
form our own identity as heirs of that covenant?  Through this study, participants will be invited to listen 
afresh to the witness of the Old Testament to hear God's call and purpose for their own lives and respond to 
that call. 
 
 Each weekly 90-minute meeting includes a two-part video segment to guide the session with interpretive 
presentations from biblical scholars; contextual presentations and roundtable discussions; and opportunities 
for reflection, contemplation, or inspiration on some aspect of the Scripture studied.  There will be a $20 
suggested donation to cover the cost of the workbook and other class materials.  Some scholarship assis-
tance available.  NOTE: Class size must be limited, so contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office 
to register. 
 
For more information, contact leader Jim Bohnsack, jab282@cornell.edu or 275-3746. 

  

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Beginning September 28, 9:30 – 11:30 am 
Mott Room 
 
Have you noticed the list of the Bible readings printed in the St. Paul’s newsletter?  These readings, from 
the Revised Common Lectionary, are suggested weekly Scripture readings for a three-year cycle.  The 
Lectionary follows the outline of the Christian year.  We invite you to follow along with us as we delve 
into these weekly lectionary readings on Wednesday mornings.  For more information, contact Kathy 
Orr, 273-0648 or Kathy929@bluefrog.com.  

Save these dates, and watch for more details! 
 
Saturday, November 5   Women’s Retreat at nearby Nature’s Song Retreat Center 
Saturday and Sunday, January 28-29 Adult Retreat at beautiful Casowasco Retreat Center on  
      Owasco Lake in Moravia 



A Sweet Saucy Evening  
Mark your calendars now for a sweet end to summer.  Create your own ice cream sundae and reconnect 
with fellow St. Paulians at the next Saucy Evening on Friday, August 26th.  We’ll gather in the Memorial 
Rooms from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. to play games and enjoy saucy sundaes.  We’ll provide scoops of luscious 
ice cream.  You provide a sweet sauce (e.g. hot fudge, caramel, strawberry sauce) or something to sprinkle 
on top (e.g. candy bits, crumbled cookies, chopped nuts, fresh fruit).  Bring a game and your sweet tooth 
and come join the fun! 

There’s Still Time! 

Have Your Picture Made For The St. Paul’s Pictorial Directory! 
 

Do you ever see people in church and wonder what their names are?  Have you every heard an announce-
ment regarding a member and wished you could put a face with a name?  Are you new to our church and 
wish you had something to help you put names with faces?  Well, help is on the way!  
 
The Invite and Connect Team invites you to have a snapshot taken at church for the new pictorial directory 
to be published sometime this fall.  No appointment necessary—just look for one of our fabulous resident 
photographers Pam Gillow, George Gull or Dick Tenney in the Good Shepherd Room on August 28 and 
September 4, from 9:00 – 10:15 am and after the 10:30 am worship service!  We’re looking forward to 
“seeing you in pictures!” 

EAT AT CHURCH! 
 

Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for a week or for decades, the First Thursday Potluck is “the” place to 
meet, eat and mingle!  Each month a diverse crowd of St. Paulians has been gathering to enjoy a fun and re-
laxed meal without an agenda or additional tasks before continuing on with their evening.  Mark your calen-
dars now for all of these upcoming INFORMAL pot luck/dish-to-pass dinners from 5:30-7:30 in the Memo-
rial Rooms:  Thursdays, September 1, October 6, November 3, and December 1.  Bring something SIM-
PLE to share, your own place setting, and a desire to spend time with your church family. 

INVITE AND CONNECT 

Mark your calendars now to attend St. Paul's next "Exploring St. Paul’s 
Afternoon" on Sunday, September 25 from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm.  
Whether you're interested in becoming a member or just want to learn 
more about St. Paul's, you will enjoy this relaxed, fun and informative 
afternoon.  A group of St. Paulians and our Invite and Connect Ministry 
Team invite you to be their guests for an afternoon that includes brunch 
(all food provided), an informative presentation by senior pastor Rebecca 
Dolch and plenty of opportunity to ask questions and meet new people. 
Childcare will be provided if you RSVP to Jacqueline in the church of-
fice, 273-5971, by Wednesday, September 21. 

SAVE THIS DATE!   
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  Area Congregations Together 

 
 Do you wonder what other faith communities in Ithaca are up to, or want to get 
 involved in service projects outside St. Paul's?  Area Congregations Together 
 (ACT) is a multifaith community service organization, made up of an elected 

community-wide Board and "liaisons" from various religious congregations (currently Christian, Jewish, 
Baha'i, and Buddhist congregations are represented).  ACT promotes service projects and interfaith coop-
eration, through ventures such as the Kitchen Cupboard food pantry, the annual Cropwalk and Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service, co-sponsored community-wide conversations on challenging topics, and mini-
grants for other service organizations.  Liaisons attend monthly meetings (first Tuesday, 7 p.m., First Bap-
tist Church) and-- as able-- pitch in for Cropwalk and other ACT events.  Karen Kaufmann, current St. 
Paul's liaison, would love company over the coming year, with an eye to passing the torch to another St. 
Paulian (or two or three) in spring 2006.  She'd be happy to answer questions (257-0528, 
tunafiki@clarityconnect.com) about this challenging but rewarding aspect of St. Paul's ministry. 

We wish to express our appreciation for the experience we had at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
on Sunday morning, June 12, 2005.  We were greeted very warmly by the ushers, one of whom was 
Jim Bohnsack, who went home to obtain his camera.  Staff members came up to introduce themselves 
and shake our hands.  We were asked to stand during the announcement time when we were recog-
nized for commemorating our 50th wedding anniversary at your church – exactly 50 years after 
Rev. Budd conducted our ceremony.  There was an announcement in the bulletin related to our eldest 
son and his family giving the flowers that morning in our honor.  We asked that they be passed on 
to Ethan Lillard and his family and a female member of your congregation did this for us.  Jim took 
photos of us, the flowers, and the sanctuary.  Really we were blest/graced over and over again that 
morn.  God is good! 

Kindly express our gratitude to all those involved. 

      Emy and Hank Wadsworth 

Local Mission Report 
A lady in Trumansburg asked Better Housing to help fix up her residence during the work camp week. One 
of the repairs needed was a new roof on her doublewide trailer, which had two additions. Since work camp 
youth were not allowed on roofs, Better Housing asked if St. Paul’s could help. Frank Mazurek, Dick Ten-
ney, Russ Traunstein, and Bruce John spaing into action, sort of. The first day they put down plywood over 
the old roof and on the second day black roofing felt. However, the temperature was well over 90 those two 
days. The black felt raised the temperature to over 100, causing sneaker soles to become unglued. Noel 
Coward wrote that (only) “ Mad Dogs And Englishmen Go Out In The Midday Sun”. Apparently VIMers 
have the same bad habit. After waiting a few weeks for cooler weather, Dick Tenney, Russ Traunstein and 
Bruce John finished the job. We left a very happy lady with warmth in our hearts as well as in our feet. 

Bruce John, Local and World Missions 



AROUND THE CHURCH 

Birthday Greetings!! 
We would like to honor our “over 90” St. Paulians. Here are the names, dates, and ad-
dresses for the September birthdays.  We invite you to send along a cheery greeting! 
 
Manning Woolley — September 28 (Manning will be 96) 
209 McGraw House, Ithaca 
 
**We will get permission before listing your name. If you are over 90 and have a September birthday, but 
did not see your name—it means that we don’t have your birth date. Please call the church! 

Bell Choir 
St. Paul's Festival Chimes will resume rehears-
als on Thursday, September 1 at 6:00 pm in the 
bell room. Anyone interested in learning more 
about the bell ministry at St. Paul's should con-
tact Dorothy Preston at 539-6293 or 
bdalepres@aol.com. 
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Blessing of the Animals 
 

Sunday, October 16, 9 a.m. downstairs in the Dining Room 
Many congregations from a wide variety of traditions celebrate the Feast Day of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of creation and ecology, with a Blessing of the Ani-
mals.  Last October St. Paul’s held its first annual Blessing of the Animals downstairs 
in the Dining Room.  Dogs, cats, ferrets and other creatures, including almost 100 St. 
Paulians, turned out to acknowledge and celebrate the important role animals play in 
our spiritual lives.    

There’s still time to join the planning team for this year’s Blessing of the Animals scheduled for October 16.  
Contact Jean Snow (snow@frontiernet.net or 539-6328) or Jacqueline Bonner (jfb@twcny.rr.com or 273-
5971).  

Chancel Choir 

The first rehearsal of St. Paul’s Chancel Choir will be on 
Thursday, September 8 at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room.  We 
will sing in the worship service on September 11th.   

Glory Singers 

The Glory Singers rehearse from 6:45 to 8ish on Thursdays in 
the Carpenter Room, beginning August 24th.  Our first ap-
pearance in worship will be on September 25th.   

Children’s Choir 

The Children’s Choir will begin rehearsals on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11th at 9:45 a.m. downstairs in the Bible Village.  
They will sing in worship on Sunday, September 25th. 

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord 



RUMMAGE SALE 
  
 The United Methodist Women are beginning to prepare for the 
 annual Rummage Sale, October 13th - 15th.  You may ask 
 "What is needed to have a successful UMW Rummage 
 Sale?"  The answer begins with you! 
 

Start by cleaning out closets, chests, and cupboards to find items to donate; during the last days of this 
summer's record-breaking heat and humidity, spend an hour or two in a cool basement.  Ask yourself if you 
ever intend to wear the slacks that are fine in every way, except no longer the correct size for you.  What 
about the sweater that is the perfect color, for anyone but you?  Exactly how many candy dishes does one 
household need?  And those extra-long sheets required by beds in college dorm rooms are just taking up 
space in the linen closet now. 
 
Okay, now that you've cleaned out, please do not donate anything that is torn, dirty, or otherwise ready 
to be trashed!!  Also, we do not accept furniture or computers (contact the Ithaca Youth Bureau or the 
Science Center); however, we will accept small appliances in working condition.  If asked, we will provide a 
letter you can use to document your donations as a charitable contribution for a tax deduction. 
 
St. Paul's is much too busy to provide storage space, so please keep things at your home until October 
10th.  When you bring your donations to the church dining room, stay for a while to help sort items for the 
sale; you'll meet interesting people who care as deeply about St. Paul's as you do. 
 
Before congratulating yourself too much, pull out one or more recipes and prepare something delicious for 
the Bake Shop.  This popular area of the sale needs all kinds of baked goods, especially pies and cook-
ies/brownies. 
 
Although the sale is sponsored by the UMW, we need volunteers from the entire congregation, in addition 
to the cashiers, to help us keep the racks and tables tidy during the Rummage Sale.  When the doors open on 
Thursday or Friday or Saturday, come shop because there's always a treasure waiting for the right buyer.  
And you can purchase a delicious lunch or dinner of macaroni and cheese and/or chili, perhaps comple-
mented by an item from the Bake Sale. 
 
This "recycling" event helps the community in numerous ways.  First, those of our neighborhood with lim-
ited resources are able to purchase items at a very reasonable price.  At the end of the sale, we donate as 
much as possible to migrant workers and organizations which will distribute the clothing and household 
goods.  Globally, all of the monies raised by the Rummage Sale will be used to fund ministries of the United 
Methodist Church which assist women and children. 
 
To reiterate, please do not bring anything to St. Paul's until Monday, October 10th.  Volunteer anytime dur-
ing that week.  Shop beginning Thursday, October 13th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
"What is needed to have a successful UMW Rummage Sale?"  More than anything else, YOU!!  Call 
Phyllis Highland to get more information or to volunteer. 

St. Paul’s Letter 15 



16 St. Paul’s Letter 

Children’s Ministry 

While the disciples argued among themselves about who was the greatest, Jesus cut through their self-
centeredness and raised up a child.  Jesus’ words remind all of us of the wonderful lessons we learn from 
children.  They are forgiving and humble; spiritual and creative; and they are accepting and know what it is 
to live by faith.  They teach us patience, and they teach us to laugh! 
 
One of the most exciting things for me in starting this role of Children’s Ministries Coordinator is learning 
from the children as we accompany them on their faith journeys. As adults, we have experience, knowl-
edge, and, occasionally, wisdom, to share with our children.  But, thank God, we also get to learn from 
them! 
 
I am also excited about the possibilities as we enter into a new phase of children’s ministries at St. Paul’s.  
This year we are approaching some of our ministries in a new spirit of increased lay participation.  In this 
new way of carrying out our programs, we all have the opportunity to share in the responsibilities as well as 
the rewards that come with greater first-hand involvement. 
 
So I invite you to join me as we begin this new school year.  Discover the joy and satisfaction of sharing 
your gifts with our children as we build our children’s ministries programs together at St. Paul’s.  The disci-
ples got the message directly from Jesus, and we’re grateful for the gospel writers who pass along the won-
derful news that children have much to teach us about the Kingdom of God! 
 
I am eager to learn from each of you what your hopes and dreams are for our children.  You need not wait 
for me to contact you!  I can be reached at home at 257-8891 or at St. Paul’s on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays, or by email at kwmhome@yahoo.com.  Thank you for supporting me in this role, and for your 
willingness to share the journey with me! 

“And Jesus said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.’   And he took them up 
in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.”   Mark 10:14b,16. 

From Kevin Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

    Attention!!  Acolytes!!! 
 
       Or anyone wishing to be an Acolyte at St. Pauls UMC! 
        I will be hosting the fall training session for anyone in 3rd. grade or 
        above, wishing to accept these important duties as a St. Pauls Acolyte. 
        Watch for details in the September and October church bulletins. 
  
 We will also be having a Kick-off Party and Information Session for 

the upcoming academic year. The date for the Acolyte Kick-Off Party will be announced in the 
church bulletin. Look for it in early Sept.     Stay tuned for details. 

                  David Bell 



“Faith Explorers Discovers Creation!” 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…”  Genesis 1:1 
 
September marks the beginning of the second year for the Faith Explorers program—our St. Paul’s experi-
ment in transforming Sunday School.  What a wonderful, creative experiment it is!  Ask almost any child at 
St. Paul’s and they’ll tell you, “I love Faith Explorers!”   
 
In the first unit of the year, the Faith Explorers classes (grades K through 6) will dive into the stories of Crea-
tion in Genesis. A joyful, simple curriculum created right here at St. Paul's makes teaching and guiding even 
easier and more satisfying than last year, and strongly reflects our BASICS+ theology.   Sixth graders will be 
part of Faith Explorers, with an expanded role as leaders and mentors. Through activities like drama, dance, 
food, art, video, and nature study the children will not only learn about the creation story, but will experience 
their own creative potential.  
 
The Faith Explorers program works so well because of the contributions of so many different people.  Over 
the summer, some of our adult and youth volunteers creatively expressed themselves as they developed two 
new spaces in the Bible Village: The Cave, for learning and housing our youth library; and the Jungle Island, 
a room for middle school youth.  
 
We invite you to join in the joyful journey with our Faith Exploring children -- It's a seven-week commit-
ment to teach, guide or assist with props and room set-up.  From Sunday, September 11 through June 18, we 
have 65 volunteer opportunities.  If you have already helped out as a teacher, guide, set-builder, artist, or 
helper, thank you for that gift. We welcome your continued help, and also your witness to the rewards of par-
ticipating in Faith Explorers. We also welcome new folks with open arms. Training, coaching and support are 
provided. Love, laughter, and “Ah ha” moments are guaranteed. 
 
Come discover the new possibilities God can create through you! 
 
Questions about Faith Explorers?  Contact anyone from the Faith Explorers Core Team:  Sara Culotta, Pam 
Gillow, Jai Meyerhoff, Kevin Miller and Lesley Yorke. 
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Dates to Remember 
 
Thursday, September 8: Teacher and Guide Training and Pizza Party. 
Training session for teachers and guides of the seven-week Creation unit. Parents and interested friends 
are welcome. Childcare provided. Please RSVP to the church office (273-5971). 
 
Sunday, September 11: Ministry Fair 
Tour the Bible Village, watch a slide show, and learn all about Faith Explorers. Contact Sara Culotta 
(273-1287) or Michelle Eells (319-0244) to help staff the table. 
 
Sundays, September 11, 18, 25, and October 2, 16, and 23: Faith Explorers Creation Unit 
October 9 will be a Family Worship Sunday, and October 30 will be the Celebration Sunday for the Crea-
tion Unit. 



** Impact AM is a new Sunday School class that will be starting for youth, immediately following our 
Kick-Off on September 18th.  Youth in grades 6th-12th will gather for a light breakfast, followed by music, 
worship, and age-appropriate activities.  This class will meet every Sunday in the Dining Room from 9:30-
10:20am. ** 

9:30: Jr/Sr. High Gather for Snack Breakfast in Dining Room 
9:40: Praises & Concerns, Music, Youth Director Devotion 
10:00: Small Groups (6th/7th/8th, 9th/10th, 11th/12th) 
10:20: Prayer for the week, dismiss for church 

 
Please mark your calendars for the Other Major Events ‘05-’06: 
 
October 28-29: Halloween Party/Lock-in 
December 18: Progressive Christmas Dinner 
February 5: Starry Night (Bahamas Fundraiser) 
April spring break: Eleuthera, Bahamas (Mission Trip for 9th-12th grade) 
** Other events TBA ** 

IMPACT PM 
 
Impact PM will begin in October and will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday evening of every month from 4-
6pm. (Grades 6th-12th).  We will meet at the church in the dining room unless the event is off-campus.  
 
October 2: (OFF-CAMPUS) Worship around the campfire, with hotdogs & s’mores at Amanda’s house in 
Locke.  Invitations with directions and specifics will arrive by mail! 
October 16: Poster Party with God, Food, and Worship at St. Paul’s 

 

 
Our Mission 

I – Inviting youth & their families into a relationship with God 
M – Motivating youth to become disciples 
P – Promoting healthy priorities of church, community, and outreach 
A – Activating youths’ artistic and creative abilities 
C – Creating an inclusive, Christ-centered environment 
T – Testifying to others about God’s unconditional love 

IMPACT Welcomes ALL Youth Grades 6-12 

IMPACT AM 
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Who’s Who in IMPACT this Year? 
Amanda Triplett, Youth Director:  Amanda comes to St. Paul’s from Atlanta, Geor-
gia, where she was the Youth Director at Peachtree Rd. UMC and Austell UMC for five 
years.  She teaches middle school and high school English and writes plays and short fic-
tion.  Amanda feels incredibly blessed to be serving Christ at St. Paul’s and to have met 
such a wonderful church family.  When Amanda was asked about the future of St. Paul’s 
Impact Youth program, she said, “It’s all about vision.  I believe that God loves for us to 
think big and to set an example for our young people by giving our all to build a program 
that will make lifelong leaders for Christ!” 

Carrie Scheibner, IMPACT AM/PM  Music Director: After two years of enjoying St. Paul’s, Carrie 
has now found her niche in Youth Music Ministry and looks forward to leading the group in musical wor-
ship.  She has been a middle/high school Math teacher for seven years and is thrilled to be using her gifts 
with Impact. 

Jamie /Diana , IMPACT FOOD Coordinators:  Jamie and Diana will be giving you many exciting 
opportunities to participate in our Impact Ministry by bringing food and joining the youth for meals.  Offer-
ing our youth opportunities to eat together before and after their programs is a great ministry and one that 
will definitely bring youth to the church!  

Pam Walker, IMPACT AM/PM Leader 11th-12th grades: Pam came to St. Paul’s from Atlanta, 
Georgia, where she volunteered with the youth at Peachtree Rd. UMC, as well as giving presentations on 
Media/Advertising at local schools in the Atlanta area.   

David Bell/Doug Dockstader, IMPACT AM/PM Leaders 9th-10th grades: Dave and Doug have 
both enjoyed three years of working with St. Paul’s youth and Faith Explorers.  Doug says that his favorite 
thing about youth is their energy.  He smiles when thinking of all of their past projects and events and 
states, “The youth make you feel alive!” 

Lydia/Laura Dolch, IMPACT AM/PM Leaders 6th, 7th, 8th:  As this dynamic duo comes on board 
with the Impact Youth Ministry, they will bring with them a great deal of experience with children.  They 
hope to use their creativity and love for Christ to bring the younger youth closer to God.   
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Attention Parents, Youth, and Volunteers: 
Join Us for Fun, Food, Fellowship and Information at the: 

 

IMPACT KICK-OFF 
September 18, 2005 
9am – Dining Room 

 
We will serve a pancake breakfast to all of our participants, and 

whether or not you are considering Youth Ministry for yourself or your 
child, please come and hear about all of the exciting ways that God is 

working in this program.  If you have questions or concerns, please call 
Amanda at 315-406-7538. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: Our U.S. Troops and the Iraqi people, 
Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bonner’s brother), Therese Caron 
Bedard (mother-in-law of Jim Garbarino), Roy Coats, Art Kulp, 
Ethan Lillard, Holly Mathison, Terry McKechnie (Don 
McKechnie's sister-in-law), Jim and Muriel Milks, Mr. Robert 
O. Perry (friend of LaVerne Snyder), Wendy Rightmyer, Amy 
Russell, Barbara Turnpenny (Joanne Turnpenny’s mother) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Please remember that we will be starting a new prayer list on the 
first Sunday of each month. If you wish to have someone listed 
or have their name remain on the list you will need to contact 
Elinor John at 273-0915  or the church office at 273-5971 or 
schurch@twcny.rr.com each month.  This new policy will help 
the staff to keep updated on each person listed. Thank you. 

Our prayers and sympathies go out to the friends and 
families of Matilda McGraw (Paul and Martha 
McGraw’s sister-in-law and Cheryl McGraw’s aunt), 
who died June 27, 2005; Julia Glover, who died July 
17, 2005; Marion Ridley, who died July 25, 2005; 
Amanda and Michael Lippert’s grandmothers, who 
both died recently; Frank Packer (Betty Packer’s son), 
who died August 11, 2005; Raymond Lawrence 
(cousin of Priscilla Lawrence), who died recently; and 
Betty Oliver, who died August 17, 2005. 
 
A warm and loving “welcome to the world” to Ashton 
Monroe Eddy, son of John and Bethaney Eddy, born 
June 30, 2005 and Gabriel Joseph and Brian Nathaniel 
Porter, twin sons of Mindy and Joseph Porter, born 
July 6, 2005 (all three of these boys are the great 
grandbabies of Doug and Jean Payne!); and Simon 
Anders Rand Pryor, son of Amy Rand and Scott 
Pryor, born July 17, 2005. 

PRAYER CHAIN 
After careful consideration and response follow-up, the Prayer Chain will be reactivated as of Friday, August 26. 

Those who are on the Prayer Chain who did not receive their information and list in church on Sunday, 8/21, will re-
ceive it by mail before the week's end. lease bear with us as we move ahead with this project. Hopefully we have 
managed to cover all bases and will not have any major glitches.      — Elinor John 


