
A Reconciling 
Congregation 
where all are  

invited to share 
the Basics of 

God’s love with 
the world 

Inviting/Bringing People to Church 
 

The Alban Institute published research about how people become part of a church. 
To the question “What brought you to this church?”, people responded: 

• 2% advertisement 
• 6% invitation by the pastor 
• 6%  neighborhood canvassing 
• 86% an invitation by a friend or family member 

 
To the question “What brought you to seek a church family?” the response was 

• 50% had moved into the area recently 
• 10% were getting married 
• 40% were experiencing some sort of transition or crisis 

 
Inviting people to church has not been part of the culture of St. Paul’s for the past 
several decades. We are a community that is put off by certain styles of evangelism 
in which people try to pressure others into coming to church in order to be “saved.”  
Also, Ithaca has so many different religious groups and so many people who are not 
religious;  we often don’t mention religious affiliations as a way of being sensitive to 
people’s differences.  
 
What we are realizing, however, is that there are many people in Ithaca who are 
looking for a spiritual home, especially one that voices a progressive Christian per-
spective.  Some of our new members have said:  “We were in Ithaca for several 
years, looking for this kind of church community and had not heard of St. Paul’s.”   
People who have been hurt or alienated by more rigid forms of Christianity are look-
ing for a new experience.  Families with young children are looking for a great place 
to expose their children to spiritual values and Biblical teachings.   Retired people 
who have been lifelong United Methodists, single people, gay and lesbian people, 
college and grad students—they’re all looking for a place to belong and grow. 
 
We are opening ourselves to the people that God will place in our path who are 
ready to visit or become part of this beloved church.   
 
Blessings, 

Rebecca Dolch 

St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church 
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Lectionary Readings for October: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Interim Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Julie Weeks 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director & Organist 
John W. White 
 

Assistant Organist & 
Rehearsal Accompanist 
Andi Merrill 

Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:00PM 

October 1 
Psalm 235 
Esther 7:1-6,9-10, 
  9:20-22 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 
 
October 8 
Psalm 26 or 
  Psalm 25 
Job 1:1,2:1-10 
Hebrews 1:1-4;2:5-
12 
Mark 10:2-16 
 

October 22 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24- 
  35c 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 

October 15 
Psalm 22:1-15 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 

October 29 
Psalm 34:1-8 
 (19-22) 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52 
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Worship Schedule 
Services at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 
October 1 World Communion Sunday, Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 
October 8 Columbus Day Weekend.  Special Service:  Mark Tucker presents “Heart Full of Grace: 
  An Inspirational Journey of the Heart” (see below) 
 
October 15 New Members Join.  Rebecca Dolch preaching: “On Being Invited” 
 
October  22 Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 
October 29 New Connections Sunday / Daylight Savings Time /  Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 
November 5   All Saints Sunday, Rebecca Dolch preaching, Southern Harmony provides special music 
  Holy Communion/Remembrance Service for beloved friends and family who have died 

Worship Service: Heart Full of Grace 

On Sunday, October 8 at the 8:30 a.m. service and the 10:30 a.m. service, we will have the wonderful opportu-
nity to experience “Heart Full of Grace: An Inspirational Journey of the  Heart.” This multi-media slide pres-
entation, created by Mark Tucker, creatively weaves together life-affirming  music and magnificent photogra-
phy. Tucker masterfully blends exquisite imagery, heart-opening music, and compassionate sharing into 
a deeply-moving program that evokes profound reverence and awe for the sacredness of life. 
 
Since 1978, Tucker has crafted presentations illuminating the human condition with stirring compassion and 
wondrous beauty. Enchanting audiences of diverse backgrounds and lifestyles worldwide, his work has been 
featured at the U.S. Pentagon, the United Nations, the U.S. Congress, in National Geographic Magazine, and at 
numerous universities, spiritual centers, and  health-care facilities. Below are endorsements from renowned  
authors. 

Your program quiets the mind  and makes warm the 
heart. It certainly is a heart-opening experience. 

—Ram Dass, Be Here Now 
 

My eyes and ears were filled  with the visions and 
sounds of beauty and life. My heart was touched  

deeply. 
 —Bernie Siegel, MD, Love, Medicine, and Miracles 

Beautiful and Inspiring… 
—Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, On Death and Dying 

 
This program reminds us of  the beauty in the world, 

and in ourselves. 
—Dan Millman, The Way of the  Peaceful Warrior 

 
Truly uplifting and  healing 

—Scott Peck, The Road Less Traveled 
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New Connections Sunday 
October 29 

 
The Invitation and Communications Team (formerly the Marketing Team) is 
asking St. Paulians to invite and bring people to church. Our first target date for 
“New Connections Sunday” is October 29. 
 
Of course, you are welcome to bring people anytime, but this is the first Sunday 
that we as a church have set this special intention. 
 
The worship services on that morning will be visitor friendly, but not visitor intimidating.  The ICT has devel-
oped the information on the facing page about what visitors to St. Paul’s can expect. 

ST. PAUL’S CONNECTIONS 

"A Day for Me" 
 
The women of St. Paul's are planning a program entitled "A Day For Me". Lunch/brunch will be served at 
11:00 am. Kevin Miller will help us learn how to be better stewards of our environment.  After hearing his in-
spiring talk, Sara Culotta will extend the topic to the beauty that flowers bring to our lives. Sara will give us 
tips and show us how to arrange flowers.  Each woman will make her own arrangement to take home.   
 
This "Day For Me" will be a time to make new friends, visit with old friends, and enjoy a day for yourself.  
Plan to attend this "sure to be fun day" on Saturday, October 28 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. in the church din-
ing room. 
 
The cost is $15.00 which includes lunch and flowers. Get your reservations in by calling Mary Lou Tenney 
(277-6510) or e-mail: rwt1@cornell.edu before Oct. 20th.  

Save the Date 
 
The United Methodist Women are planning an extra special luncheon to be held after church on November 
12th.  Look for details in the November newsletter. Mark your calendar now and plan to stay after church and 
enjoy a great meal and fellowship. 

Are you interested in learning to crochet? 
One of the beautiful ministries at St. Paul’s has been providing a handmade blanket to babies as a baptism gift.  
Tina Champion would be happy to teach anyone who wants to learn how to crochet a baby blanket.  If you are 
interested in participating in this ministry, call Tina at  277-4972 or e-mail her at tinafrosty@usadatanet.net.  
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Church Visitors at St. Paul’s 

How it Works 
We welcome visitors at St. Paul’s. We want you to be comfortable, to know what to expect—what we will 
and won’t do….So here’s our commitment to you: 
 
When you come as a visitor to St. Paul’s,   

• We DO invite you to sign the red friendship register during the announcements. 
 

• We DO have a greeting time after the announcements or before communion. 
 

• We DO have a short greeting time after the announcements.  Most people stand and say hello to those 
around them.    

 
• We DO encourage St. Paulians to introduce themselves and welcome visitors. 

 
• We DON’T ask you to stand up to be introduced or be singled out in any way. 

 
If you sign the red friendship register,   

• We DO send you a letter saying we are glad you came. 
 

• We DON’T put you on our mailing list. 
 

• We DON’T show up at your house or start calling you. 
 
If you join us for worship 4-6 times and sign the friendship register, OR if you sign up for a class or 
event at St. Paul’s,  

• We DO put your name on our mailing list. 
  

• We DO invite you to participate in the many activities at St. Paul’s. 
 

• We DO send you our all-church mailings. 
 

• We DO invite you by mail to attend an “Exploring St. Paul’s” event (held 3 times per year). 
 

• We DO send (in each invitation) a postage-paid card giving you the option to be taken off of our mail-
ing list or to remain on it. 

 
If the you attend an “Exploring St. Paul’s” event,   

• We DO invite you to join the church. 
 

• We DO try to help you connect in other ways with the ministries of St. Paul’s. 
 
We want you to experience our progressive, inclusive community.  In the Christian Spirit, our arms are open 
wide, and we say, “Welcome!  Come join us, just as you are!” 



6 St. Paul’s Letter 

On Thursday, October 5 and Friday, October 6, St. Paul's Peace Fellowship 
will host free showings of the recent controversial film, An Inconvenient 
Truth (2006), a stimulating and thought-provoking introduction (roughly 
100 minutes long) to the myths, realities and predictable impacts of 
global warming.  The film features Al Gore playing himself (often quite hu-
morously!), and combines poignant scenes from his life story with scientists' 
images of and projections for our planetary history.  All who are willing to 
engage in reflection about-- or to take action impacting--the future of our planet, part of God's good creation, 
are invited to attend! 
 
Both showings will be in the Memorial Rooms, with (optional!) opportunity for discussion afterwards, 
facilitated by St. Paulian Lee Bailey, author of The Enchantments of Technology (2005) and newly retired pro-
fessor of religion at Ithaca College. 
 
These showings are made possible by our United Methodist Annual Conference and Interfaith Power & Light 
(IP&L), a nationwide ecumenical group connecting people of faith with environmental issues.  Through IP&L, 
St. Paul's will be joining over 4,000 congregations of diverse faiths across the country hoping, through use of 
this film this week, to engage in thoughtful conversation about the application of our faith life to global warm-
ing.  Questions?  Contact Karen Kaufmann, tunafiki@clarityconnect.com or visit the IP&L project website at 
http://www.theregenerationproject.org/inconvenient.htm. 

Eat at Church! 
 
Join your St. Paul's family for the Eat at Church! Potluck on Thursday, October 5 
at 5:30 pm in the Memorial Rooms.  Share an easy dinner with your St. Paul’s 
family at this INFORMAL gathering. Just bring a SIMPLE dish-to-pass and a desire 
to relax among friends old and new.   
 

And then why not plan to stay for a special event planned by St. Paul’s Peace Fellowship: 

Mark your calendars now for these Eat at Church! Potluck dinners 
Thursday, November 2 and December 7, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

An Inconvenient Truth is coming to St. Paul's 
Thursday, October 5 at 6:45 p.m.  

Friday, October 6 at 7 p.m. 
Memorial Rooms 
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What is a pledge? 
 
 

In the church community, a pledge is a commitment to give a 
certain amount of money to help the church grow in ministry 
and mission.  
 
The St. Paul’s theme of "We Connect" also says "All are wel-
come here." Your annual pledge helps us extend that welcome 
to members and visitors, young and old, those in need, the dis-
enfranchised, and anyone looking for a faith community.  With 
your pledge, you also say, "I am part of this community, and I want to show that this 
church and its goals are important to me."  As members, we pledge our support to the 
church—we pledge our presence, our prayers, our gifts, and our service. 

 
Almost every month, we receive about 90% of the amount that has been pledged, until the last two months of 
the year, when many people try to catch up.  This practice makes both cash flow and future planning very dif-
ficult.  We urge you to make every effort to stay current with your pledge. 
 
Leaving your Legacy…to Whom? 
A seminar,  'Leaving your Legacy... to Whom?' will be held on November 7 at 7:00 pm here at St. Paul’s.   
Information and discussion with Attorney Mariette Geldenhuys. 

 
If you have a will that is more than 5 years old, or if you have never gotten around to doing one, come and 
learn how to be a good steward of your life's work. 
 
Greg Garvan 
Stewardship Ministries 

Major Projects at St. Paul’s 
At the September Church Council, questions came up about where we stand in terms of a Capital Campaign.  
Although we are not proceeding with a complete renovation of the church at this time, there are many capital 
projects that need attention, including the sanctuary sound system, organ and other important elements of our 
building and ministries. 
 
The Council appointed Mark Cappello to create a Capital Needs Reassessment Team to bring forth informa-
tion about capital project needs, and to make a proposal to Council about a process for addressing those needs. 
 
All former members of the Visioning Team and the Design Team will be invited to join the new team if they 
would like.  If you would like to be in on the discussion or be a member of the Capital Needs Reassessment 
Team, please let the office know.   

Pledge (plej) 

n. a promise or 
agreement; 

v. to bind by a 
promise or 
agreement, to 
promise to give 

Stewardship Message 
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Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
Living the Questions 

Sundays after worship, 12:15 – 2:15 pm 

Durham Room  (next to the Nursery) 

October 15 through November 19 (first six sessions) 
January 7 through February 18 (last seven sessions) "Wisdom is asking the questions for which 

there are no answers."   Harrell Beck 

People know that Christianity has much good to offer the human race.  At the same time, many have a 
sense that they are alone in being a progressive "thinking" Christian, and that reclaiming Christianity 

from black-and-white theology is a hopeless task.  What is needed is a safe environment where people 
have permission to ask the questions they've always wanted to ask but have been afraid to voice for 

fear of being thought a heretic. 

Living the Questions, a 13-week small group study, provides a safe and open-minded environment where par-
ticipants can explore beyond the traditions and rote theologies in which so many people today seem to be 
stuck. This class will help newcomers, seasoned members, seekers and "church alumni/ae" alike in discovering 
the significance of Christianity in the 21st Century, and what a meaningful faith can look like in today's world. 

The format of each 2-hour session includes a centering tea ceremony followed by a DVD presentation, guided 
discussion, concrete spiritual exercises, Bible study and suggestions for engagement in acts of social justice. 

 
Ongoing themes of the study include: 

• Biblical authority  

• Metaphor and how it shapes us 

• The Jesus/Christ dichotomy 

• What does faith look like in the 21st Century? 

This year we will divide the 13 sessions into 2 semesters: the first sessions will meet in the fall; the final 
sessions will meet after the holidays.  Participants are encouraged to bring a bag lunch or snack.  A 
small refrigerator will be available in the classroom for your convenience.   Tea will be served each week 
as part of the opening ritual.   
 
A $30 suggested donation includes all class materials including the workbook.  Some scholarship assistance 
is available--contact Director of Church Ministries Jacqueline Bonner. 
 
For more information about the class, contact leaders Karen Kaufmann (tunafiki@lightlink.com or 257-
0528) or Darlene DeJong (darlenedejong@yahoo.com or 266-0548).  Contact Jacqueline Bonner through the 
church office to reserve your place. 
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St. Paul's intrepid reading group, will be trying out some materials from our pro-
gressive evangelical friends at Sojourners this fall.  We'll sample their four-week 
discussion curriculum, drawn from recent issues of Sojourners magazine, on the 
ever-so-timely topic of Christians and the Middle East.  Short readings to do in 
advance and meaty questions for reflection and discussion are the format.  
 
If you've wanted to read and reflect theologically with other St. Paulians and just 
never had the time, this may be group for you!  For info and to pick up materials 
(a $5 copying fee is suggested), contact Karen Kaufmann, 257-0528, or the 
church office. 

Roundtable 
Book Group 

Wednesday evenings  

October 18, 25, and 

November 8 and 15 

Memorial Rooms 

Save this date, and watch for more details! 
Saturday to Sunday, March 3-4, 2007 – The Rev. Dr. Carrie Call returns to St. Paul’s to lead our annual 
adult Spiritual Growth Retreat at peaceful Light on the Hill Retreat Center in nearby Spencer.  Carrie, a former 
member of St. Paul’s, is now the Director of the Office for Civic and Social Engagement at St. Mary’s College 
in Notre Dame, Indiana.  She also is a ordained United Church of Christ pastor and a lecturer in Psychology.   

Harold Wheat, a St. Paulian, is currently attending Wesley United Methodist Seminary in Washington, D. C.    

Dear St. Paul’s, 

 

Thank you so much for all you are doing to support me through this seminary journey.  

Somehow fall has arrived and I am in the midst of the second week of classes. I am particularly excited about Systematic The-
ology. The professor welcomes the BIG questions and I can already tell that there are going to be many late night conversa-
tions generated from this intriguing material. Exactly how does Jesus save us? Does that salvation extend to living ecosys-
tems? Does God suffer? Struggling with these questions is a bit like swimming in the ocean. It is wonderful to move and be 
moved and, at the end of the tiring day, to have a warm place on the sand to watch the sun disappear. Sometimes it is enough 
just to know that we are loved. 
 

This is the point in my theological education where I begin to engage with the nuts and bolts practice of pastoral ministry. I 
will be participating in a two year internship and taking courses that will prepare me for leadership in the relational environ-
ment of the congregation.  

It was wonderful to worship with you this summer. Thanks again for all you do. 

 

Yours in the Love of Christ, 

 

Harold  

Letter from a St. Paul’s Seminarian 
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Around the Church 

Local & World Missions -- October is Viva VIM! Month 
 
VIM-Costa Rica 2004 Gathering, Friday, October 6, 6:00pm….join Ralph and Mary Miller, retired UMC 
missionaries visiting from Costa Rica, for an evening with  updates on the school SPUMC Volunteers In Mis-
sion helped build in Ciudad Quesada and the inspired ministry of La Iglesia Metodista Evangelica.  Please 
bring a dish to pass and reminiscences for all to share…at the Tenney’s, 220 Banks Rd (off of Coddington Rd), 
277-6510, rwt1@cornell.edu 
 
VIM-Cuba 2005 Reflections, Sunday, October 22, 9:40am, Fellowship Class (lead by Greg Eells)…Alma 
and Roy Coats joined a VIM team from the SE UMC jurisdiction to help build a retirement community for 
Cuba pastors.  Their experiences range from being allowed to take medicines into Cuba, learning about the 
UMC’s special relationship with Cuba, to ‘having tails’.  The Coats’ lifetime of world missions experiences 
offer unique contrasts with their latest VIM trip. 
 
VIM-Guatemala 2006 Images, Sunday, October 29, 9:40am, Fellowship Class (lead by Greg Eells)
….Beth and Mike Miles share photos and stories from their powerfully transforming ‘anniversary trip’ with 16 
adults and youth from area churches this past August.  Hear how building a playground can change your life!  
SPUMC supported this project with a fundraising brunch Mike and Beth prepared and donating school sup-
plies.   
 
VIM-Gulf Coast (2007)  Planning meeting, October 8th, 12noon Good Shepherd Room.  Contact Bruce 
John, 273-0915, bjohn@twcny.rr.com  or Nancy Potter, 564-9267, np20@cornell.edu.   
 
VIM-Delaware County…are you interested?  There is continuing need for teams to help with repairs to 
houses damaged in the summer flooding.  Contact Nancy Potter, 564-9267, np20@cornell.edu 

Heads up!  The annual Ithaca Cropwalk will be Sunday October 22, 2 p.m. 
at Dewitt Park.  Join folks from congregations around town to walk the walk 
and raise funds for Church World Service relief and development work.  Also 

needed: bakers, crossing guards, help with registration.  Walker forms or 
more info: see Karen Kaufmann after worship, or e-mail 

tunafiki@clarityconnect.com. 
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RUMMAGE SALE 
October 12th – 14th, 2006 

 
Only a few weeks remain to get ready for the annual Rummage Sale!!  Members of the United Methodist 
Women are organizing the effort, but additional help is always welcomed! 

 

Hopefully, members of the congregation now have some of the cleanest closets, chests, and cupboards in 
Ithaca!  Continue to search your home though for clean, serviceable items to donate.  We accept clothing, 
household items (including small appliances in working condition), toys; however, we do not accept furni-
ture or computers (contact the Ithaca Youth Bureau or the Science Center.  Please do not donate anything 
that is torn, dirty, or otherwise ready to be trashed!!  If asked, we will provide a letter to document your 
donations as a charitable contribution for a tax deduction. 
 
Please keep all items at your home until Monday, October 9th.  When you bring your donations to the church 
dining room, stay for a while to help sort items for the sale; you'll meet interesting people who care as deeply 
about St. Paul's as you do, even if they sit in another area of the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. 
 
Prepare something for the Bake Shop.  Pies and cookies/brownies always sell first.  Barbara Wernham has 
pre-tested recipes for a variety of baked goods, if you need inspiration. 
 

Although the sale is sponsored by the UMW, we need volunteers from the entire congregation.  Cashiers 
are vital each day of the sale as well as volunteers to help keep the racks and tables tidy during the sale. 
 
When the doors open on Thursday or Friday or Saturday, shop for a treasure which will have a completely rea-
sonable price.  No need to worry about lunch or dinner while you shop; purchase a nutritious meal at the 
Carryout Café of macaroni and cheese and/or chili, perhaps complemented by an item from the Bake Sale. 
 
This "recycling" event helps the community in numerous ways.  First, those of our neighborhood with limited 
resources are able to purchase items at a very reasonable price.  At the end of the sale, we donate as much as 
possible to migrant workers and local organizations which will distribute the clothing and household goods.  
Globally, all of the monies raised by the Rummage Sale will be used to fund ministries of the United Method-
ist Church which assist women and children. 
 

Help the UMW get ready for the Rummage Sale!! 
• Please do not bring anything to St. Paul's until Monday, October 9th.  
• Volunteer anytime during that week.  
• Shop beginning Thursday, October 12th at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Call Phyllis Highland to get more information or to volunteer. 
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The story of the Exodus from Egypt tells us about a God who liberates the Israelites from bondage and cares 
for them during forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Children in grades K-6 will explore the rich mix of 
joy, fear, and awe as the Israelites escape from the "frying pan" of slavery and into the "fire" of decades of 
wandering in the wilderness. A special focus is on learning to love God as liberator and trust God as provider. 
 

Learning objectives for the Creation Unit include: 
• understand God as liberator and provider 
• learn about how the Israelites lived under slavery and through their journey into the wilderness 
• learn about the character of Moses and how God calls people to do God’s work 
• learn and experience some of the many Biblical stories of the Exodus. 

 
Six Workshops invite the children into the story of the Exodus: 

 
Brick-Making: The children learn to story of Moses from birth to young man, understand the 
unjust life of the Israelite slaves, and make bricks that help them understand the work of the 
slaves. Once dried, we plan to incorporate the bricks in the Bible Times Village. 
  
Burning Bush: The children experience a holy space (The Holy Temple has a burning bush 
complete with eternal flame), learn how God called Moses into service, and create a burning 
bush sun catcher to take home and place in a holy space of their own. 

 

Ten Plagues: Ten plagues were imposed on Pharaoh and Egypt as Moses and Aaron pleaded 
for the freedom of the Israelites; children will discuss the benefits of listening to God and the 
problems for the Egyptians when they did not do as God directed. The Ten Plagues Bingo game 
helps consolidate the learning. 
 

Unleavened Bread: The Passover story is retold, reinforcing the workshop from Love Lives 
Again (Spring 2006), and children learn how sudden and disruptive the move from Egypt 
might have been. Students will also mix, roll out, and dry fry their own flatbreads (Indian-
style chapatis). 

Red Sea: The story of the escape from Egypt lends itself to the use of dramatic storytelling 
techniques. The ten plagues are reviewed and children dress up as Egyptians (complete with 
horses) and Israelites (including Moses), and use props representing the pillars of cloud and fire 
and the Red Sea to tell the story. 
 
Wilderness: The long years of wandering in the wilderness taught the Israelites to trust in God. 
In this workshop, children lead one another in a blindfolded trust walk, and have a snack of wa-
ter and manna to help them understand how God provided for the Israelites in the wilderness. 

Faith Explorers (K-6th Grades) 

“Exodus: Learning to Trust a God of Liberation, Power, and Providence" 

Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
“Let my people go…”  Exodus 5:1 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the 
mountains shake in the heart of the sea.  Psalm 46: 1-2 
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The Gathering Time 
Each Faith Explorers Session begins with a 10-15-

minute time with all the children gathered together in 
the Carpenter’s Workshop. The children participate in 

their own corporate worship including singing, the 
reading of scripture, and an offering. Fifth- and sixth-

grade students receive mentoring and provide  
leadership for  the Gathering Time. 

Important Notes for Parents: 

• The children are dismissed to the Faith Explorers program following the Time with Young Christians 
in the 10:30 worship service (usually about 10:45-10:50). 

• Thank you for helping your child(ren) bring an offering each Sunday. We plan to donate both food and 
money to hunger relief programs in Tompkins County. 

• Please look for your children after 11:45 (or after the service lets out—whichever is later), in the Me-
morial Rooms during our Fellowship time. We ask your help in reinforcing good manners with the 
snacks on the tables. 

Thanks to the Volunteers our Exodus Unit! 

 

 Teachers Guides Supporters 
 Sue Kiner Katherine Barnum Sue Kiner, Gathering Time 
 Chris Thomas Marc Bigsby Pam Gillow, Supplies  
 Sara Culotta Pamela Bigsby Jacquie Lopez, John Bradburn, Becky 
 Nancy Lovell Katherine Barnum      Stoltzfus, Lisa Cappello, Lesley  
 Mike Miles Sue Sammis      Yorke, Kevin Miller, Curriculum 
 Robert Chapman Lisa Lennox Grace McMenamin, Staffing 
  Maureen Stillman Lesley Yorke, Lisa Lennox, Sue Sammis,  
        Events & Communications 

Questions about Faith Explorers? 
Contact Kevin Miller, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries, 273-5971, 
kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org who can refer you to a team member from one 
of our four leadership teams: Invite and Connect, Curriculum, Communica-
tions and Events, or Building and Props.  

October Calendar 
October 1 Faith Explorers Exodus Unit 
October 8 Family Worship 
October 15 Faith Explorers Exodus Unit 
October 22 Faith Explorers Exodus Unit 
October 29 Faith Explorers Celebration Sunday 
     for Exodus Unit 

Looking Ahead 
Ten Commandments Unit: November 5, 12, 19 
Advent/Christmas Unit: December 3, 10, 17 

Now recruiting Teachers and Guides for the November-December unit! 
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St. Paul’s Acolyte Ranks Gain New Members! 
 

The acolytes enjoyed a fun kick-off party on September 17 and inaugurated six new members: 
 

 Lily Summers  John Bradburn  
 Anna Cappello Bella Culotta  
 Kayla Eells   Zachary Keagle 

 
 
Please be sure to greet them as you see them in the hall and thank them for this important ministry. They are 
working hard to learn their duties!  

Faith Discovery Group Off to a Great Start! 
We are happy to be starting a new program for our pre-schoolers this fall.  Our 3- and 4-
year olds are now participating in “Faith Discovery Group” which takes place in the same 
time and space as last year’s Discovery Group class, but has quite a different structure. 
 
We are utilizing the curriculum structure of the Faith Explorers program, but are imple-
menting it in a specialized way for the pre-school class.  Here are some of the stories we’ve 
enjoyed so far: 

 
 Baby Moses in the basket—great fun playing hide and seek in the bulrushes! 
 Brick-making as Hebrew slaves—working brick “mud” into forms, 
 A bush on fire that doesn’t burn up—and making our own burning bush suncatchers! 

 
In October we’ll continue the Exodus story, learning about the ten plagues, making unleavened bread (in a 
hurry!), crossing the Red Sea (drama), and eating manna in the wilderness! 
 
All these exciting activities are presented within the structure of some consistent rituals from week to week 
that help each child feel secure and ready to explore new things.  Steve Johnson is serving as our Teacher for 
this unit shepherding the children within a consistent structure. 
 
 In addition to the role of Teacher, we have enjoyed Storyteller visits from Gayle Gleason, and Ramona and 
Richard Erhardt.  Storytellers bring the unique piece of the bigger story each week and can serve just one Sun-
day, or can help out on multiple Sundays during each two-month unit.  Storytellers could be parents or non-
parents—anyone who enjoys seeing and helping young children discover something new! 
 
You can help too!  Both the Teacher and Storyteller roles are structured in a way to make it as easy as possi-
ble to help out.  We’ll provide brief, but specific training before each unit that orients you to your role, prepar-
ing you for a good experience helping our youngest “faith explorers” begin discovering Bible stories in an ex-
citing, accessible form. 
 
Like to help out?!  Contact anyone on our Leadership Team:   
Steve Johnson (257-0969), Beth Mudge (273-2367), or Kevin Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, 
kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, 273-5971 
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  
 
Thank you to all who were able to stop by our table at the ministry fair.  Also thanks to all 
the parents and youth who were able to attend the Kick-off Dinner.  It was a well-attended 
event!  For those of you who were unable to attend, watch your mailboxes for forms that 
were completed by parents at the dinner.  Please complete these and return them to Ruth 
Keagle, Youth Ministries Coordinator, as soon as possible.  
 

A big thank you to Jami Breedlove and Diana Crouch for all their hard work and delicious food they provided 
for our Parent-Youth Kick-off!  It was a tasty delight!   
 
11 Jr Highs enjoyed a fun-filled overnight retreat at Camp Barton in Trumansburg on Sept 15th.  Thank you to 
AM Jr High Leaders Sarah Green and Heather Sanford and parent volunteer Jonathan Meyerhoff, for helping 
with this retreat.  Also a special thank you to Phyllis and William Highland for their generous donation to-
wards our food expense.  It was an evening of team-building games, a campfire and fellowship, with some ad-
miration of God’s creation and an after-dark walk for a moment of silent reflection.   
 
Jr Highs please join us Sunday mornings at 9:30 for AM Impact in the Oasis Theater Room.   
 
Sr Highs please join us Sunday mornings at 9:30 for AM Impact in the Harkness Room.   
 
There will be NO AM Impact on October 8th 

 
Youth Groups will meet Oct 1st, Oct 15th and Oct 29th (Noon to 2pm Jr High in the Jungle Room and Sr High 
in the Harkness Room) 

October Acolyte Schedule 

 
 

New acolytes are always welcome!  Children in grades 2-8 are welcome to participate in the acolyte program.  
Contact Coordinator, David Bell, at 387-3117 (home) or 351-0174 (cell). 
Any acolytes who have missed their turn should let David know the next Sunday.  They may be able to fill in 
for others who may be missing. 

October 1 October 8 October 15 October 22 October 29 
Anna Cappello 

Elizabeth Cappello 

Sarah Lennox 

Gabe Miller 

Zachary Keagle 
Ben Lillard 

Lily Summers 

Carrie Thomas 
 

John Bradburn 

Laura Fegely 

Saia Meyerhoff 

Stephanie Miles 

Keara Byron  

DJ Dockstader 

Emma Pure 

Rachael Waldrop 
 

Honor Meyerhoff 

Lydia Miller 

Haley Sammis 

Aleta Tessaglia-
Hymes 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Maureen Anguish, Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bonner’s brother), Enid Brown, Mil-
dred Butterworth, Muriel Corbett,  Bob and Beverly Hamill (Patti Sample’s brother and sister-in-law), Art 
Kulp,  Ernest McBean (Lucille McBean’s husband), Kristin McCartney, Terry McKechnie (Don McKechnie's 
sister-in-law), and Roy Preston (brother of Marian Van de Velde). 

Please remember that we will be starting a 
new prayer list on the first Sunday of each 
month. If you wish to have someone listed 
or have their name remain on the list you 

will need to contact the church office each 
month at 273-5971 or  

office@stpaulsithaca.org. 
 

This policy helps the staff to keep updated on 
each person listed. Thank you. 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 

Deaths:  Our prayers and sympathies go out to the 
friends and family of Wright Kirk whose mother 
died on September 8, 2006 and also to the friends 
and family of Art Kulp who died on September 23, 
2006. 

Births: A warm and loving “welcome to the 
world” to Eleanor Rose Lauzun, daughter of 
Diane and Steve Lauzun born on August 29, 
2006.  Audrey and James are the proud sis-
ter and brother.  A warm and loving wel-
come also  to Charles MacKenzie, son of 
Allen and Becky Mackenzie born on Sep-
tember 7,  2006. 


