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From the Pastor 
 

In the culture of most churches it is bad to talk about money. Negative messages about 
money have come from inadequate interpretations and translations of the Bible. They 
associate money with greed, with being distracted away from God.  
 

Poverty has been associated with holiness: the early church asked religious leaders to 
take vows of poverty in order to be rich in God. At the same time, we ask people to 
give money and to give more money to support the ministries of the church. This is a 
mixed message: Money is bad and you should give money to the church or feel guilty!  
No wonder people don’t want to talk about money in church. Can we change this?  
Money is a huge issue in almost everyone’s life; we need spiritual training about it!  
 

I’m reading the bestseller by Suze Orman called The 9 Steps to Financial Freedom: 
practical and spiritual steps so you can stop worrying.  One of her assumptions is that 
our money, our resources are part of who we are, part of the ebb and flow of energy, 
coming and going from us and the universe.  One of her teachings is that we need to 
keep our money in good company, even when we send it out into the world. One ex-
ample she gave is that credit card debit is not good company for your money.  It is like 
hanging out with people who are negative and destructive—they are not going to bring 
good things into your life. However, when you put your money in good company it is 
like relationships with wonderful, supportive life-long friends. 
 

It occurred to me that giving our tithes and offerings is a way in which we keep our 
money in good company. We launch it into the world, bless it and pray for it to be part 
of the spirit, the energy, the love of Christ.  Together with other people’s money, our 
money becomes a powerful, healing, loving Divine investment in the world. Then that 
energy then comes back into our lives. Wow!  
 

It is interesting that Jesus described himself as vine, water, bread, wine. These were all 
commodities in the ancient world where there was not a cash economy! So, as part of 
our new commitment to train Christians in what it means to be disciples of Christ, 
stewards of God’s world, we are reclaiming the topic of money as important and 
life-giving topic in church! Together we can learn and grow in our understanding of 
the spirituality of resources. That excites me! 
 

And who knows how God can use this new openness to bring God’s amazing abun-
dance into our lives, our church, our world. 
 

Blessings in Abundance, REBECCA DOLCH 
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October 2, 2005 
Psalm 19 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 
 
October 9, 2005 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Exodus 32:1-14 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 
 
October 16, 2005 
Psalm 99 
Exodus 33:12-23 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 
 
October 23, 2005 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46 
 
October 30, 2005 
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 
Joshua 3:7-17 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
Matthew 23:1-12 

Lectionary Readings for October: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Marilou J. Slattery 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Marcella Nolan 
 
Associate Pastor  
Bud Dolch 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Amanda Triplett 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 

Music Director 
John W. White 

 
Organist 
Mike Lippert  
 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Co-Directors 
Sallie Pure and  
Lisa Cappello 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 
Durham Class 

Sunday, 9:30 AM 
 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 
Children’s Discovery Groups  

and Faith Explorers 
Sunday, 10:45 AM 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:30 PM 
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October 
2 Acts 11: The Story of Peter and Cornelius 
 World Communion Sunday. Rebecca Dolch preaching 
  
9 Acts 8: The Story of Philip and the Ethiopian 
 Baptism and Reception of New Members. Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 
16 Acts 5: The Story of Ananias and Sapphira 

Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 

23 Acts 22: The Story of the Conversion of Paul—“What transformation looks like”  
 Crop Walk. Rebecca Dolch preaching  
  
30  Prayers in the Book of Acts  (Final sermon in the Acts series) 
 Daylight Savings. Rebecca Dolch preaching  
 
November 
6  All Saints Sunday 
 The Sacrament of Holy Communion. Rebecca Dolch preaching. 
 
Note: The Early Service now starts at 8:30 (quiet time starts at 8:15). The second service still starts at 10:30. 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 

The Early Service Changes Starting Time 

The Early Service now begins at 8:30, with quiet time starting at 8:15.  The reason for this change is that it was 
requested from a number of fronts.   

• Many active participants in the Early Service wanted to start a little later.   
• Those people who wanted to be involved in Adult Spiritual Growth opportunities at 9:30 liked the fact 

that the 9:15 closing of the service gives time enough to transition to the 9:30 education time, but not 
too much time.    

• People who are active leaders in Faith Explorers but want to attend worship liked the later start time. 
If you haven’t tried the Early Service, give it a try!  It is quiet and intimate, with time for prayer concerns, the 
sacrament of Holy Communion every week, and the sermon given by the preacher of the morning.  

North Central New York Annual Conference Leadership 
 

In the United Methodist Church, each pastor is asked to take a leadership role on the District or Annual Con-
ference level.  This year, Pastor Rebecca Dolch was asked to be in charge of the Probationary Covenant pro-
gram for pastors who have completed seminary and are doing their three-year internship before being ordained 
Elder.  She and clergy colleague Craig French will be meeting with the twenty pastors on a monthly basis, 
leading discussions on integrating seminary education with parish ministry. This new role begins October 3-4 
at a pastor’s retreat at Camp Casowasco. 
 

Rebecca is also one of the preachers at the Bishop’s Convocation October 18-20 in Rochester, New York. In 
addition she and Bud will lead one of the clergy workshops.   

St. Paul’s Letter 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 16, 9:00 – 10:15 am 

Dining Room 
 

Why do a Blessing of the Animals Service? 
 
A blessing invokes God’s favor and confers well-being and protection.  A blessing honors God’s creation as 
holy. When we bless what is good in our lives we increase it, adding spiritual energy to the positive energy 
that is already a part of it. 
 
Strong relationships between people and their pets exist.  Service animals enhance the lives of people who are 
visually, hearing or mobility impaired.  Animal-assisted therapy promotes recovery from both physical and 
emotional wounds.  By honoring the significance of these relationships, we provide joy and comfort to their 
guardians.  
 
Please plan to attend this special event, whether you have a pet to be blessed or not.  Animals that attend 
should be well socialized around other animals and people for the happiness of your pet and the safety of oth-
ers. All participating pets must be on lead or in an appropriate carrier. 
 
If you have lost a pet, or your pet is ill, older or may not be socialized for such an event, a special basket for a 
requested blessing will be available.  These blessings will be offered during the service.   A table will also be 
available to display your photograph and/or brief description of the animal companions unable to be 
present. 
 
The Blessing of the Animals will be held in the church dinning room, those attending with pets are asked to 
enter and exit the church from the Court Street entrance or the Aurora Street elevator. 
 
A freewill offering will be collected to assist animals who have been affected by Hurricane Katrina.  Do-
nations of new or used/clean towels/wash cloths, dog or cat food/treats, leashes, bleach, laundry detergent, 
blankets (no filled quilts or comforters) dog or cat toys or cat scratching posts will also be accepted for our lo-
cal SPCA. 
 
If you would like to help at the service or if you have any questions about whether or not your pet would be 
appropriate to attend, please contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office. 

Offering Report through August 31, 2005 
  

  

Budgeted  Received Difference 

$256,000 
 

$226,500 $29,500 
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August Ushers 
 

I would like to thank all the people who ushered in 
August.  They include: Carolyn Longhouse, Wright 
Kirk, Bruce and Elinor John, Glenna Margaris, Julie 
Weeks, Ruth Lovelace, Jim Bohnsack, Barbara 
Wernham, Steve and Shirley Jalso, Bill Highland, 
Bob Sweet, Nancy Potter, Barbara and Paul Eshel-
man, Bob and Alice McCune. 
 

 Howard Longhouse, Head Usher 

News from Church Council 
 

At the August meeting of Church Council, members of that body approved the formation of a Congregational 
Survey Task Force.  The charge to the task force is to process the data from the congregational survey in 
greater detail, as well as to present their work to the congregation and engage the congregation in meaningful 
dialogue related to the survey.  As a reminder, all active members of St. Paul's were invited to complete a con-
fidential survey in the spring; those results were first prepared by Doug Himes (church consultant) and pre-
sented to the congregation in July. 
 

Mark Cappello leads the task force.  Lisa Holmes, Joanne Turnpenny, Becky Stoltzfus, and Lesley Yorke have 
made great progress providing a more useable document for us, the congregation of St. Paul's United Method-
ist Church.  Responses to the survey are now in a statistical software package, and the possibilities of how we 
will be able to look at the data are fascinating.  It is exciting to work with these people and others to see both 
questions and affirmations emerge from the surveys. 
Our intent is to have another presentation before Thanksgiving; we look forward to dialogue with everyone 
attending.  Additionally, we will provide opportunities for smaller groups to discuss specific areas for our con-
gregational attention and engagement. 

                                                                Phyllis Highland  

Stewardship Notes 
 
We at St. Paul's have been blessed to get the completed Himes report, and a clearer sense of how our steward-
ship ministry can begin moving forward.  Three things for you to know - a) On November 13, we'll be having 
a Stewardship Fair after services, and hope you all can join in to learn more. b) Our Fall pledge campaign will 
be starting in mid-October, with publication of the budget, and a members canvas campaign- Pledge Sunday is 
November 20, and we'll be celebrating the financial blessings that God has given us -more on that soon!  c) A 
Stewardship committee is forming this fall, and looking for spirit -filled members, who want to share the 
Good News of using our time, talents and treasure in God's service.  If you are interested, please email Greg 
Garvan at greg@moneywithamission.com 

Welcome Northern Lights! 
 

If you see school-age children at the church during 
the week, here is the reason! 
 

St. Paul's is the temporary home of the Northern 
Lights Home Schooling Association. They have a 
variety of workshops and activities for home school 
families from 9-5, Monday through Friday. Over 
fifty families are enrolled in this program. St. 
Paulians Mike and Annie Carpenter are the coordi-
nators. 
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See you at the movies! 
 
 

Dinner and a movie...on us!  Join other St. Paul’s adults 
for an evening of good food, fellowship and a movie. 
We’ll meet to fill our popcorn bowls and watch The  
Fellowship of the Ring.  This film is based on J. R. R. 
Tolkien’s first volume in the Lord of the Rings trilogy, 
an epic which has defined for many the archetypal strug-
gle between good and evil.  This action-adventure story 
celebrates the power of loyal friendship and individual 
courage, a power stronger than even the most devastat-
ing forces of darkness.   Midway through the 3-hour 
movie, we’ll stop for dinner and conversation.  Bring a 
bread or dessert to complement the teams contribution 
of homemade soup and chili.  Coffee and cider will also 
be available.  (childcare not provided)  

 

Eat at Church! 
 
 
Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for a week or 
for decades, the First Thursday Potluck is “the” 
place to meet, eat and mingle!  Each month a di-
verse crowd of St. Paulians has been gathering to 
enjoy a fun and relaxed meal without an agenda or 
additional tasks before continuing on with their 
evening.  Mark your calendars now for all of these 
upcoming INFORMAL pot luck/dish-to-pass din-
ners from 5:30-7:30 in the Memorial Rooms:  
Thursdays, October 6, November 3, and De-
cember 1.  Bring something SIMPLE to share, 
your own place setting, and a desire to spend time 
with your church family. 

Mark your calendars now to attend St. Paul's next "Exploring St. Paul’s 
Evening" on Sunday, November 20 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.  Whether 
you're interested in becoming a member or just want to learn more about 
St. Paul's, you will enjoy this relaxed, fun and informative evening.  A 
group of St. Paulians and our Invite and Connect Ministry Team invite 
you to be their guests for an evening that includes a light supper (all food 
provided), an informative presentation by senior pastor Rebecca Dolch 
and plenty of opportunity to ask questions and meet new people. Child-
care will be provided if you RSVP to Jacqueline in the church office, 
273-5971, by Wednesday, November 16. 

SAVE THIS DATE! 

INVITE AND CONNECT 

New Knitting Group  
 

Due to popular interest, the UMW of St. Paul's has organized a knitting group whose purpose is simply to get 
together for a quiet time of knitting and conversation.  We'll work on various projects with which the UMW is 
currently involved and add more as we see a need. Don't know how to knit? Don't let that stop you!  Skilled 
knitters will be available to teach beginners. 
 
We'll meet on the fourth Monday of each month in homes.  Come and join us at our first meeting on October 
24th, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Jane Zimmer, 321 Warren Place, Ithaca.  If you have any questions, 
please call Jane at 256-1978.  
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From Church World Service 
 
The devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina staggers our imagination and burdens our hearts -- so much loss 
of innocent life. Stirred by compassion, millions of people want to respond to the suffering. From Girl Scout 
troops to the federal government, in ways great and small, individuals and groups are reaching out to help. 
Church World Service is grateful to be one vehicle of that heartfelt response.  
 
The contributions we receive to our Hurricane Recovery appeal are helping us respond to both the immediate 
needs and the long-term recovery of these shattered communities. It is important to remember, however, that 
the reason CWS is able to make such a swift and effective response to this disaster (within hours) is in large 
part because of the on-going support raised by communities across this nation through CROP WALKS.  
 
CROP WALKS form the foundation for the work of Church World Service -- without them we would not be 
in a position to respond. Thanks to that support we had staff trained in emergency response immediately avail-
able and could begin shipping material assistance (Kits and CWS Blankets) to the affected areas within hours.  
 
Thanks to CROP WALKS, we’ll be ready when the next emergency occurs. And finally, thanks to CROP 
WALKS we are at work in over 80 countries responding to the quiet devastation that is hunger, poverty, and 
disease, which may not make the evening news, but shatters lives as surely as a hurricane. 

CROP WALKS and Hurricane Relief  

"We Walk Because They Walk" 

October 23rd 

Dewitt Park 1:30 p.m. 

Friends of the Ithaca CROP Walk, 
  
Many people are trying to find meaningful ways to respond to the recent hurricanes. See the note from Church 
World Service on how your support of last year's Walk is helping with relief in the Gulf today.  Remember, 
25% of the money raised in the Ithaca CROP Walk stays here in Tompkins County for hunger relief. 75% goes 
to relief efforts in the United States and around the globe. 
  
Thanks for your ongoing support! 

Rainbow Connection 
Rainbow Connection, the fellowship group for St. Paul's GLBT community, will have its monthly potluck sup-
per on Friday, October 14th (2nd Friday) at church. Feel free to bring guests! Our first gathering included 17 
people from ages 20 to 50-something—it was wonderful! 
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CAMPBELLS LABELS -  300 more have gone off to the Utica Neighborhood Center.  Keep them coming! 

 ************************ 

Attention Knitters:  There is new yarn available in the Welcome Room and new directions for Caps for Kids, as well as a 
mitten pattern.  Help yourself. We are making caps and mittens for our After School Program youngsters for the coming 
winter.  They may also be sent to UNC for their children. If you find the bins running low, speak with Elinor John.  
There is more to be had! 

 ************************** 

Hurricane Relief:  As I write this there are 8 cartons of Health Kits (90 kits in all) headed for Cortland First UMC.  This 
is the first shipment to leave St. Paul's  There are kits to be made up from items donated and Flood Buckets to be in-
spected and sealed.  If you can help do this on the days listed on the sign-up sheets, please do so.  As we near the end of 
the project it is likely we will have a final rush of items to deal with.  The response has been just great.  A full report will 
be in next month's newsletter.  Thank you to all who have helped so far and to those still contemplating giving.  The last 
day for turning in items, kits or buckets is Sunday, October 2.  We will try to finish the packing on Monday evening, 
Oct. 3, from 7-9 p.m .   Elinor & Glenna 

UMW News 

UMW Rummage Sale 
 
Members of United Methodist Women are counting down to the UMW Rummage 
Sale.  As October 13th approaches, are you doing your part to guarantee the success 
of the annual event? 
 
First of all, we need members of the congregation to donate serviceable, clean items; seasonal clothing, 
household items, and toys always sell quickly.  Please do not donate anything that is torn, dirty, or otherwise 
ready to be trashed!!  We do not accept furniture or computers (contact the Ithaca Youth Bureau or the 
Sciencenter); however, we will accept small appliances in working condition.  If asked, we will provide a letter 
you can use to document your donations as a charitable contribution for a tax deduction.  Only a few more 
days until you can bring the items to the area outside the dining room; on Monday, October 10th, we will be 
ready to begin sorting. 
 
We sell all kinds of baked goods, especially cookies, brownies, and pies.  We depend on members of the con-
gregation to bake yummy creations in their kitchens for the Bake Sale.  Early in the week of October 10th, 
several volunteers will prepare items for the Carry-Out Café; shoppers and cooks are always welcome. 
 
Definitely volunteer time to help set up for the sale and to assist during the sale itself.  This is a wonderful op-
portunity to meet other members of our congregation. 
 
Shop at the sale on Thursday or Friday or Saturday; there are numerous treasures to be found.  Select a meal at 
the Carry-Out Café for lunch or dinner so that shopping will not interfere with nutrition…macaroni and cheese 
and/or chili, perhaps complemented by something from the Bake Sale. 
 
We begin to completely empty the church dining room just before noon on Saturday.  Extra assistance is al-
ways appreciated for the clean up effort. 



St. Paul’s Letter 9 

 

Eyes Wide Open, the American Friends Service Committee's acclaimed nationwide 
exhibit on the human cost of the Iraq war, is coming to Ithaca OCTOBER 6-9, 2005.  The 
exhibit-- prayerful and silently eloquent, viewers say--  features a pair of boots to honor 
each U.S. military casualty and a field of shoes to memorialize lost Iraqi lives.  Its Ithaca 
visit, sponsored by the local Friends (Quaker) community and a coalition of co-sponsors 
including St. Paul's Peace Fellowship, will be sited at Cornell on October 6 and in Dewitt 
Park downtown on October 7-9.  St. Paul's has agreed to serve as a rain site for the Dewitt 
Park installation. 
  
YOU are invited to help bring this moving exhibit to life.  Community volunteers are needed in two-hour shifts 
starting October 6 to help set up, monitor, and tear down, and beforehand for a host of other tasks.  You can 
preview the exhibit and the Ithaca sponsors' plans, and/or sign up to help, at www://afsc.org/eyes/Ithaca.   
 
In addition, if it rains, St. Paul's Peace Group will need some help from St. Paulians to greet visitors and moni-
tor the space;  Karen Kaufmann is generating a St. Paul's volunteer list, at tunafiki@clarityconnect.com, 257-
0528. 
  
Other EWO community events in the coming weeks include a display of portraits of those who have given 
their lives (Sept. 29-Oct. 7 at Willard Straight Hall, Cornell);  multiple showings of the film Winter Soldier (at 
the TC Library, among other sites), and a Concert for Peace and Hope (upcoming October 5).   There will be 
many opportunities for witness, dialogue, and connection with fellow sojourners from other faith communi-
ties.  So... keep your EYES WIDE OPEN, and be in peace, now and October 6-9, right here in Ithaca.  --   
Karen Kaufmann for the St. Paul's Peace Fellowship. 

This "recycling" event helps the community in so many ways.  First, those of our neighborhood with limited 
resources are able to purchase items at a very reasonable price.  At the end of the sale, we donate as much as 
possible to migrant workers and organizations which will distribute the clothing and household goods.  Glob-
ally, all of the monies raised by the Rummage Sale will be used to fund ministries of the United Methodist 
Church which assist women and children. 
 
Hours for the week are:  
        Monday, October 10th  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Drop-off and Sort  
        Tuesday, October 11th  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Drop-off and Sort  
        Wednesday, October 12th 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Drop-off and Sort 
     7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Drop-off and Sort  
        Thursday, October 13th  9:00 a.m. - noon   Sort 
     5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  SHOP  
        Friday, October 14th  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  SHOP  
        Saturday, October 15th  9:00 a.m. - noon  SHOP ($1.75 for a brown grocery bag) 
         and Clean Up 
 
The success of the UMW Rummage Sale depends on support from the entire congregation, including YOU!!  
Call Phyllis Highland to get more information or to volunteer. 

St. Paul’s Peace Fellowship 
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News From Seminarian Harold Wheat 
9/14/05 

Dear St. Paulians, 
 
Thank you for taking such an active interest in my preparation for ministry!  This spring I completed my first 
year of seminary with honors.  Just for the curious, I have jotted down some of my courses and the reactions I 
had.  In general I have had a wonder-filled year.  I am growing closer to some amazing friends and deepening 
my identity in faith. 
 
The first twenty eight hours of course work included a look into Old and New Testament, Christian Formation, 
Church Administration (surprisingly, this was one of my favorites), Church History (no problem for a former 
history major...), Wesleyan Evangelism (this was a struggle for me, I have never been comfortable with the 
work of evangelism), The History of Christian Hospitality (this was a joy for me, I have always felt that hospi-
tality is at the center of Christian life), Contemplative Drawing (art and theology...yahoo, I learned to draw re-
spectable portraits and deepened my use art in personal growth work).  There were other courses, but these are 
the highlights. 
 

(Short) Books I Loved: 
 

The Prophetic Imagination by Walter Brueggemann – This is one of those small books that can hardly contain 
the power of the ideas within.  While offering a sensitive reading of the Hebrew Bible prophets, he says: 

The task of prophetic imagination and ministry is to bring to bring to public expression those 
very hopes and yearnings that have been denied so long and suppressed so deeply that we no 
longer know they are there.  Hope ... is an absurdity too embarrassing to speak about, for it flies 
in the face of those claims we have been told are facts. (67) 

 
Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman –  Thurman asks the question, “Why is it that Christianity 
seems impotent to deal radically, and therefore effectively, with the issues of discrimination and injustice on 
the basis of race, religion and national origin?” (Preface) To be poor, to be oppressed, is to be stalked by the 
experiences of fear, deceit, and sometimes even hate. Thurman puts Jesus’ love into direct conversation with 
the fear, deceit, and hate that so many people experience as a direct result of racial oppression. 
 
Paul: A Very Short Introduction by E. P. Sanders – Have you ever wondered what Paul’s logic was?  How did 
Paul think about the relationship between emerging Christianity and Judaism?  Sanders fulfills the promise of 
the book with a short but profoundly considered investigation of these questions. 
 

Unfortunately, I am not studying this fall due to an illness.  I contracted mono this summer and it looks like I 
have a particularly bad case that is going to be limiting my activities for the next several months.  I welcome 
your thoughts and prayers and hope to be back in the swing of things for spring semester.  In the mean time I 
am keeping busy with Julia Cameron’s The Artist’s Way.  This includes a series of exercises designed to help 
budding artists emerge.  I am also reading, sleeping (lots) and watching too much TV. 

Our Extended St. Paul’s Family 
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Thank you again for your material support of my education.  As might be imagined, I am focusing on healing 
in this time of illness and I would like to use the funds you have generously provided in my exploration of  
healing touch therapy.  Hopefully I will discover not only a path that leads not only to my own health, but also 
will equip me to better help others on their journeys.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Harold Wheat  
 

Harold is a St. Paul’s member who is attending Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington DC.  To send 
greetings and encouragement write to him at 643 G Street SE, Washington DC  20003 or 
hwheat@usadatanet.net. 

Calvary Baptist Church and St. Paul’s 
 

2005 District Laity Award  
Partnership with Calvary Baptist Church 

Church Representative: Gary Stewart 
 
In 1999, a firestorm erupted in Ithaca over the closing of an African-American barbershop. In response, mem-
bers of St. Paul's Local and World Missions Committee reached out to Calvary Baptist Church, Ithaca's largest 
African-American congregation. This partnership has led to key dialogues and solutions on race-related issues, 
and built lasting bridges.   
 
Highlights: 

 Annual fund-raisers ("Lift Every Voice, Tear Down the Walls") draw hundreds of Ithacans and raise 
money for programs to keep low-income minority students in school. 

 
 St. Paul's-Calvary's "Litehouse Repairs" helps low-income Ithacans with small jobs around their home. 

 
 Pulpit exchanges, seminars on race and Christianity, golf tournaments, picnics, gingerbread workshops 

for children, hat shows and joint work projects are the norm. 
 

 In 2004, the two churches were honored with the prestigious Martin Luther King Jr. Peacemaker 
Award.  

 
 In 2005, members of St. Paul's and Calvary sang at Cornell University's annual MLK Lecture that fea-

tured remarks from Yolanda King. Organizers were later honored with Cornell's Perkins Prize that 
celebrates interracial understanding.  The churches were lauded for "bringing together communities in 
a way that was incredibly powerful." 

 
This ministry is successful because one person, Gary Stewart, kept calling people together and nurturing the 
relationship. 
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This fall, Roundtable, St. Paul's intrepid reading and discussion group, 
revisits a controversial and thought-provoking work on the life of Jesus 
and its meaning for the church, as we read (or, for some, reread) John 
Dominic Crossan's Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography.  In this lucid, 
accessible, but challenging little book, Crossan, a scholar of the histori-
cal Jesus affiliated with the infamous Jesus Seminar, offers a vivid, 
powerful, and-- at least for some-- awe-inspiring portrait of Jesus of 
Nazareth, stripped of symbolic or magical attributes supplied by two 
millennia of church tradition. 

Roundtable's first go-round with Crossan some years back tested participants' theological foundations; we're 
reading this biography again to prepare for Crossan's new work on the Apostle Paul, coming out in paperback 
in November.  So, if you're eager for a stretch, and willing to be challenged in good conversation and great 
company, plan to join us. 
For more info, contact Karen Kaufmann, tunafiki@clarityconnect.com or 257-0528.  To sign up and obtain a 
copy of the book ($11.00, check made payable to St. Paul's United Methodist Church), contact Jacqueline 
Bonner through the church office.  We will contact you with information about which chapters will be covered 
at the first meeting. 

Roundtable 
Wednesday evenings, 

October 19, 26, 

November 2 

6:45—8:15 pm 

Memorial Rooms 

 Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday mornings, 9:40 – 10:25 am 

Harkness Room (downstairs across from the Dining Room) 
 
The Fellowship Class is a discussion group based on the principles of Christian fellowship.  It is structured 
with time for attendees to get to know each other, then a reading of scripture followed by a discussion of 
key points from the scripture.  Previous lessons have been entitled "How To Be A Healer," "God's Favor" 
and "Sacrifice and Redemption."  Future lessons will focus on the parables of Jesus and wisdom from the 
Old Testament.  Please join us in our search for God's will in our lives.  Anyone and everyone is welcome 
to attend either regularly or whenever they feel the need for additional fellowship.  For more information 
contact class leader Greg Eells, 319-0244, gte3@cornell.edu. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Beginning September 28, 9:30 – 11:30 am 
Mott Room 
 
Have you noticed the list of the Bible readings printed in the St. Paul’s newsletter?  These readings, from the 
Revised Common Lectionary, are suggested weekly Scripture readings for a three-year cycle.  The Lectionary 
follows the outline of the Christian year.  We invite you to follow along with us as we delve into these weekly 
lectionary readings on Wednesday mornings.  For more information, contact Kathy Orr, 273-0648 or 
kathy929@twcny.rr.com. 
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Save these dates, and watch for more details! 
 
Saturday, November 5 – “Discovering Your Spiritual Type” day-long Women’s Retreat at nearby Nature’s 
Song Retreat Center (details on page 16 of this newsletter)     
Friday-Sunday, November 18-20 – “Trust: the Foundation of Faith” Men’s Retreat in the Adirondacks 
(details on page 16 of this newsletter)  
Saturday and Sunday, January 28-29 – Adult Retreat at beautiful Casowasco Retreat Center on Owasco 
Lake in Moravia 

All are invited to join this ongoing traditional Sunday morning Bible study.  This fall we focus on the theme 
“You Will Be My Witnesses,” a study of the Book of Acts that traces the early years of the Christian com-
munity.  We begin with “the day of Pentecost,” the day the gathered disciples received the Holy Spirit in 
fulfillment of the prophecy.  As the study progresses, we see how the early church developed in Jerusalem, 
then into Judea and Samaria, and continuing to spread to “the ends of the earth.”  Throughout the study we 
meet saints of the early church, including Stephen, Peter, Paul, Lydia, Prisiclla and Aquila. 
 
 For more info, call Glenna Margaris, 257-1281. 

Durham Bible Study Class 

Sunday mornings, resuming September 4 
9:30 am—10:15 am 
Mott Room 

Centering Prayer Experience 

Wednesday evenings, 5:45 – 6:00 pm 

Good Shepherd Room 
 
 
Centering Prayer is a contemplative prayer method that moves us beyond conversation with Christ to commun-
ion with Him.  Centering prayer is a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship.  Each 
weekly session will begin with instructions followed by 20 minutes of silent centering prayer, and end with 
brief sharing about the process and experience.   You are welcome to any or all sessions.  For more informa-
tion contact Sylvia Bailey at 319-0440. 
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Discover Your Spiritual Type 
 
St. Paul's United Methodist Women 2nd annual day-long Fall Retreat will be held on Saturday, November 
5th.  We are pleased to have Donna Twardowski leading us through a process of discovering our spiritual 
type.  
 
At the retreat, Donna will help you answer some of the following questions:  

• What does spirituality mean to you? 

• Who are you as a spiritual person? 

• How does your spirituality support your daily life? 

• Why is it important in our lives? 
 
Knowing who we are as spiritual individuals helps us understand each other for our strengths and preferences. 
Does it matter how much spirituality a person has?  Or rather, what kind of spiritual type you identify with? 
After completing your spiritual wheel, you will find out your type and learn strategies to develop that type 
more, as well as develop the spiritual types that will help “balance” you spiritually. The way each person ex-
presses their spirituality is unique!  We will conclude with a community celebration of our spiritual types! 
 
The retreat will be held at "Nature's Song" Retreat Center, owned by St. Paulian Mary Boardman.  It is lo-
cated just 20 minutes from Ithaca, south of Danby.  This lovely spot is nestled in its own grove of trees on 34 
acres of beautiful woods, including a pond and nature trails. Our sessions will take place in the spacious, mod-
ern conference building, which has a large great-room with fireplace, kitchenette, decks and views from many 
windows.  The center is fully handicapped accessible.  Lunch will be catered.  Only $15 per person—make 
your reservation now! 
 
 For more information or to sign up, please contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office, 
jfb@twcny.rr.com or 273-5971. 

More Adult Opportunities 

Men’s Retreat 
 
St. Paul’s men: mark your calendars now for our Men’s Retreat in the Adirondacks, Friday to Sunday, 
November 18-20.   The weekend’s theme of “Trust: the Foundation of Faith” will be explored through discus-
sion, scriptural exploration, and prayer.  There will also be plenty of time for outdoor activities, rest and re-
laxation, and hearty meals.  You don't want to miss this opportunity to make new friends and deepen your con-
nections with old ones.  More details will follow, but contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office 
to pre-register for this sure-to-fill-up-fast Men’s Retreat.  After October 16th, contact Dave McCune, 272-
3954 or DaveMcCune@aol.com for more information. 
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Faith Explorers (Grades K-6) 

 

“God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good!” Genesis 1:31a 
 

The story of the Creation in Genesis tells us about a creative God who wants the best for us and for the world 
we inhabit.  In exploring the creation story through six different workshops, our children are discovering their 
own creative abilities and potential.  In addition, we learn about the particular responsibility God gave us as 
human beings to be good caretakers of the earth. 
 

Our learning objectives for the children in the Creation Unit include: 
• The Creation story of the Bible is found in the book of Genesis. 
• What God created is good, including each and every person. 
• We are stewards (caretakers) of God’s Creation. 
• All people, including children, are creative—we are co-creators with God when we develop and use the 

gifts God has given us in responsible ways. 
 

Six wonderful workshops invite the children into the story of the Creation and the creative process: 
 

Foods of Creation:  The children appreciate the inner beauty of a kiwi, star fruit, or an apple.  They also 
get to enjoy the delicious tastes of their own “Layers of the Earth Trifle” (muffin, vanilla yogurt, and fresh 
fruit layers). 
 

Nature:  What was it like to create “something out of nothing”?  The children get to experience a little bit 
of what God did for us as they shape a lump of clay into a creature never before seen on the earth.  They 
also get their hands dirty by constructing a terrarium, a self-contained habitat for their clay creature, that 
echoes the world in which we live. 
 

Art:  How did Michaelangelo create such a beautiful tableau of The Creation on the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel?  The children experience just a bit of that creative process through their own “painting over their 
heads” art project, and the basics of fresco painting in wet plaster. 
 

Literature:  Using the medium of video, children see and hear two different depictions of the Creation 
story.  One uses a tapestry of beautiful images narrated with the Biblical text by Amy Grant.  The other 
illustrates James Weldon Johnson’s earthy poem, The Creation.  They also tap their own creative abilities 
by writing a creation acrostic poem. 
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Children’s Ministries 
Discovery Group Class (3-4 year olds) 
The Discovery Group class for our 3- and 4-year olds is back for another year!  We are continuing with the 
Bible Zone curriculum which lets preschool children discover Bible stories in an interactive, age-appropriate 
way.  Discovery Group children are dismissed from the service along with the Faith Explorers children, usu-
ally right after the Time with Young Christians part of the worship service.  Parents will find their children in 
the middle classroom of the Christian Education wing following the service.  If you would like to help teach 
this class, please contact Beth Mudge, 273-2367, bethmudge@hotmail.com, or Kevin Miller, 257-8891 (H), 
273-5971 (W), kwmhome@yahoo.com. 
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Important Notes for Parents: 

• The children are dismissed to the Faith Explorers program following the Time with Young Chris-
tians in the 10:30 worship service (usually about 10:45-10:50). 

• Thank you for helping your child(ren) bring an offering each Sunday.  We are currently using this 
offering for relief efforts for victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

• Please look for your children after 11:45 (or after the service lets out—whichever is later), in the 
Memorial Rooms during our Fellowship time.  We ask your help in reinforcing good manners 
with the snacks on the tables (1-2 cookies each so there will be enough for everyone!). 

Drama:  Using their own bodies and a wonderful variety of props in various colors, shapes, and textures, 
the children bring the six days of creation “to life”! 
 
Music:  What were the sounds of the Creation?  The children are led through an imaginative collection of 
vocalizations to create a sound picture that accompanies the six days of creation.  What might blue sky 
sound like?  Chirps, sighs, cackles, groans, hoots, and rumbles are just the beginnings of imagination!  The 
children also sing some familiar songs such as “He’s got the whole world in His hands” and “For the 
beauty of the earth”. 

 
The Gathering Time 
 Each Faith Explorers Session begins with a 10-15-minute time with all the children gathered together in 
the Carpenter’s Workshop space.  In this time, the children participate in their own corporate worship includ-
ing singing, the reading of scripture, and an offering.  We are also mentoring the 6th Grade class to provide 
some of the leadership for the Gathering Time. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 This exciting, creative curriculum is not possible without the generous contributions of many people in the 
church.  Parents are always welcome, but so is anyone who has ever been a kid!  We are working hard to keep 
the jobs manageable in size.  Thank you for considering a gift of your time—just one hour on seven Sundays 
(plus training)!  Contact Sara Culotta, 273-1287, bizbloom@mindspring.com, or Kevin Miller, 257-8891 (H), 
273-5971 (W), kwmhome@yahoo.com. 

October Calendar 
 

October 2:  Faith Explorers Creation Unit 
October 9:  Family Worship 
October 16:  Faith Explorers Creation Unit 
October 23:  Faith Explorers Creation Unit 
October 30:  Celebration Sunday for Creation Unit 

 
Advent/Christmas Unit:  Jesus as the Gift of Light, 
November 6, 13, 20, December 4, 11, 18. 
Joseph Unit:  January 8, 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19 
(Celebration Sunday) 
Training/Orientation for Guides and Teachers of the 
Advent and Joseph Units will be October 26, 5:30-
8:30 p.m., Dinner and childcare are included. 



Great News for IMPACT 

Thank you to all of our volunteers for making our Impact Kick-Off (Sept. 18) a 
great success.  We are proud to report that over 40 youth and their families 
showed up to check out our new program and to enjoy Doug Dockstader's fa-
mous pancakes! 

 
Upcoming Schedule: 
Impact AM: Every Sunday at 9:30 am - Dining Room.  
 
Impact PM: Starts Oct. 2 - Meet at 4pm in the Dining Room.  The youth group is going to cook hot-dogs and 
s'mores over at Lydia's and Laura's house.  We will leave at 4pm and return to the church at 7pm.  Lots of 
music, games, and great fellowship.  ** They also have a hot-tub if you want to bring your swim suit. ** 
 
Oct. 16: Poster, Pizza, and Performance at St.Paul's:  5-7pm at the church 
 
Oct. 28-29: Don't miss our Halloween Lock-In at the church for 6th-12th graders.  More info to come. 
 
Any questions or needs, contact Amanda at boatise@aol.com or 315-406-7538.  
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Acolyte Schedule for October 

 
October 2  Samantha Dockstader, Lauren Herrick, Emma Preston, Alison Thomas 
 
October 9  Elizabeth Cappello, Sarah Lennox, Ben Lillard, Katie White 
 
October 16  Katy Martin, Saia Meyerhoff, Carrie Thomas, Rebecca Waldrop 
 
October 23  D.J. Dockstader, Lydia Miller, Geoffrey Preston, Ben Stewart 
 
October 30  Tony Augustine, Stephanie Miles, Alissa Dockstader, Alissa Pure 
 
Substitutions will be made as needed.  Call David Bell with any concerns or questions. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: Our U.S. Troops and the Iraqi 
people, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita victims, Sheila  
Attleson (niece of Sara Jane Hymes), Frank Bonner 
(Jacqueline Bonner’s brother), Claudia Chappell (friend 
of Melissa Gould), Roy Coats, Bonnie Jackson (friend of 
Melissa Gould), Art Kulp, Dick Lajza, Ethan Lillard, 
Emma McKechnie (Don McKechnie's mother), Terry 
McKechnie (Don McKechnie's sister-in-law), Jim and 
Muriel Milks, Mr. Robert O. Perry (friend of LaVerne 
Snyder), Wendy Rightmyer, Cora Stritzinger, Emily 
Weiss (mother-in-law of Elaine Weiss), Nancy Weiss 
(sister-in-law of Elaine Weiss), Bruce Wilkins (friend of 
Nancy Potter) 
 

Welcome to the world to Sarah Elizabeth Ocello, born 
August 30th to Kellie and Tony Ocello. 
 

Our prayers and sympathies go out to the friends and 
families of Paul Ankrum who died August 27, 2005; and 
Sherry Martin whose grandfather died recently. 

Please remember that we will be starting a new 
prayer list on the first Sunday of each month. If 

you wish to have someone listed or have their 
name remain on the list you will need to contact 

the church office each month at 273-5971 or 
schurch@twcny.rr.com. This new policy will 
help the staff to keep updated on each person 

listed. Thank you. 

PRAYER .... I recently picked up an old book, much read over the years by someone I dearly loved.  She had a running 
correspondence with Gladys Taber, an author in the forties and fifties.  This was earmarked in the book: "When I think 
of the power of prayer in my personal life, I sense how infinitely more is the power of universal prayer.  Rockets and 
missiles may reach the moon, and bigger and better weapons hold out the promise of complete destruction of our earth.  
But prayer has no limitation; it reaches beyond any space we know, and it taps the wellspring of all existence.  It estab-
lishes our relationship with the infinite power of love.  "Be not afraid for I am with thee."    Gladys Taber 

The prayer chain is available to all.  Call 273-0915 or the church office, if you need to connect with it.   Elinor 


