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From the Pastor 
I heard a member of another church talking about their annual pledge campaign.  
He said:  “I can’t wait to see what the people of my church will `pony up’.”  I 
thought it was a rather crass way to talk about spiritual giving, so I decided to look 
up the phrase. The first meaning was “to pay money.”  It comes from the Latin 
word “pullus” which means “the young of an animal.” 
 
“Aha!” I thought, “very Biblical.”  In the ancient Middle East, people did not live 
by exchanging cash. Rather the people who farmed would barter with their grains 
and grapes, and the people who tended animals would barter with their flock. 
Since they knew that their livelihood was almost completely dependent upon the 
natural world, controlled by God, they would give offerings to God of their finest 
grain and their finest animals.  
 
They would slaughter the animal, and put the blood on the altar as a way of saying 
to God: “The life force of this animal came from you, and now I give it back to 
you.”  They would light a fire on the altar and roast the meat, believing that the 
aroma of cooking meat would please God so much that God would bless them 
with good crops, good weather, and good fortune.  I guess you could say that a 
huge part of their life, their awareness, their spirituality, was about “ponying up”--
that is, giving part of their livelihood as a sacrifice in the continuous cycle of Di-
vine/Human blessing. 
 
For most of us, a cash economy is not so directly related to the cycle of the sea-
sons, the produce of the earth, the miracle of new animals birthed in the spring.  
But stewardship, giving, tithing, pledging—all of these concepts are the same as 
the animal and vegetable sacrifices of the ancient days. Everything we have was 
given to us by God.  When we give a portion of our resources back to God with 
huge appreciation, we continue the ageless cycle of the Divine/ Human blessing. 
 
Our annual stewardship campaign starts this month.  I 
can’t wait to “pony up!” 
 
Blessings, 

Rebecca Dolch 
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Lectionary Readings for November: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Interim Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Julie Weeks 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director & Organist 
John W. White 
 
Assistant Organist & 
Rehearsal Accompanist 
Andi Merrill 

Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:00PM 

November 5 
Psalm 146 
Ruth 1:1-18 
Hebrews 9:11-14 
Mark 12:28-34 
 
November 12 
Psalm 127 or Psalm 42 
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 12:28-34 

November 26 
Psalm 132:1-12 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 

November 19 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 or Psalm 113 
1 Samuel 1:4-20 
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18), 19-25 
Mark 13:1-8 
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Worship Schedule 
Services at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 
November 5 All Saints Sunday 
 Service of Holy Communion and remembrance of those who have died. 
 Special Music:  Chancel Choir and Southern Harmony (Bluegrass-Gospel ensemble)   

Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 
November 12 Rev. Robert McCune preaching 
 
November 19 Thanksgiving Sunday, Dedication of Pledges 
 Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 
Novmber 26  “Christ the King” Sunday—last Sunday of Christian year 
 “Jesus Stories”—Rebecca Dolch Preaching 
  
December 3 Advent I 

Interfaith Music Celebration 

Sunday, November 5th, 3:30 pm 
First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca 

Celebrate the harvest season with music!  Local congregations of many faiths (including St. 
Paul's) are joining together for an Interfaith Music Celebration, Sunday November 5, 3:30 
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church on Court & Cayuga Sts.  We'll warm ourselves with 
music from many traditions, then share fellowship and a light repast afterwards.  Usher grey 
November in with song, spirit, and a spirit of harmony!  Co-sponsored by Area Congrega-
tions Together, (ACT) the Pastoral Counseling Center, and the Women's Interfaith Institute 
of the Finger Lakes.  Questions?  See Karen Kaufmann, St. Paul's ACT liaison. 
 
St. Paul’s Festival Chimes will be performing at this event.  Please come! 

The Protestant Cooperative Ministry at Cornell University seeks a half-time chaplain for Spring Semester 
2007, beginning January 16.  Responsibilities include weekly worship for a student community, fellowship 
programs, counseling and administration during current chaplain’s sabbatical leave.  Send resume and letter of 
application by November 6 to Mary Lou Tenney, 220 Banks Road, Brooktondale, NY  14817 

Job Opening — Protestant Cooperative Ministry 
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Food + Fellowship + Film = A Fabulous Friday Night at St. Paul’s! 
Be warmed by good food, fellowship and a film on Friday, November 3rd. We’ll 
meet at 6:00 p.m. in St. Paul’s Memorial Rooms to share a delicious homemade meal.  
You provide a salad or dessert; we’ll provide baked Italian casseroles, bread, and 
drinks.  Then, fill up your popcorn bowl and settle in to our cozy “movie theatre” to 
enjoy the heart-warming film Glory Road.  Based on the true story of the 1966 Texas 
Western University basketball team, this movie chronicles how Coach Don Haskins’ 
vision not only transformed college basketball but also helped break down the barriers 
of racial segregation in this country. Basketball fans, historians, and fans of feel-good 
movies will all enjoy this legendary story of courage and heart in the face of seem-
ingly insurmountable odds.  See you at the movies! 

ST. PAUL’S CONNECTIONS 

"A Day for Me" 
 
The women of St. Paul's are planning a program entitled "A Day For Me." Lunch/brunch will be served at 
11:00 am. Kevin Miller will help us learn how to be better stewards of our environment.  After hearing his in-
spiring talk, Sara Culotta will extend the topic to the beauty that flowers bring to our lives. Sara will give us 
tips and show us how to arrange flowers.  Each woman will make her own arrangement to take home.   
 
This "Day For Me" will be a time to make new friends, visit with old friends, and enjoy a day for yourself.  
Plan to attend this "sure to be fun day" on Saturday, October 28 from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. in the church 
dining room. 
 
The cost is $15.00 which includes lunch and flowers. Get your reservations in by calling Mary Lou Tenney 
(277-6510) or e-mail: rwt1@cornell.edu. before Oct. 20th.  

Are you interested in learning to crochet? 
One of the beautiful ministries at St. Paul’s has been providing a handmade blanket to babies as a baptism gift.  
Tina Champion would be happy to teach anyone who wants to learn how to crochet a baby blanket.  If you are 
interested in participating in this ministry, call Tina at  277-4973 or e-mail her at tinafrosty@usadatanet.net.  
[Tina’s phone number was incorrect in last month’s newsletter.  Our apologies!] 

Mark your calendars now for the next Eat at Church! Potluck dinner 
Thursday, December 7, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

The Festival Chimes will be starting a beginning bell choir for teens and adults.  
Practices will probably be twice a month around 5:15 or 5:30 - Thursday evenings 
here at St. Paul's downstairs in the Bell Room.  You must be able to read music.  If 

you're interested, please contact Suzi Cook at 272-2204. 
 

Wanted: Beginning Ringers! 
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Attention all mature adults! 
 

If you enjoy singing, come join us for a fun afternoon of 
music.  We'll gather in the Memorial Rooms , and Dick Tenney will lead 
us in group singing.  Parking is much more available Saturday afternoons! 

Older Adult Ministries 

Group Sing 

Saturday, November 4 

2:30—4:00 pm 

Memorial Rooms 

 
The annual UMW Rummage Sale was a success!  To all who donated, baked, 
sorted, purchased, cleaned up, and helped in any way, THANK YOU!!  
  

 
The final tally will be near $3,000.  This money will be used to fund ministries serv-

ing women and children, locally  and around the world.  We also contributed nine 30-gallon bags of clothing to 
migrant workers, vases and baskets to the Cayuga Medical Center hospital auxiliary, health equipment to Fin-
ger Lakes Independence Center, three 30-gallon bags of blankets and bedspreads to make sleeping bags for the 
homeless, fifteen backpacks to Loaves and Fishes, eyeglasses to the Lions Club, and finally four huge loads of 
“leftovers” to the Salvation Army. 
 
More importantly, those in our community with limited resources were able to purchase quality clothing and 
household goods at a reasonable price.  Listening to the stories of those shopping in the St. Paul's dining room 
in mid-October, one soon realized that there are many needs in our community; and for three days, our sale 
provided the best bargains in town. 
 
Members of United Methodist Women appreciate the many hours of work contributed by members of our con-
gregation to make this event such an integral part of our church and our community!!  

Around the Church 

The St. Paul's United Methodist Women (UMW) are 
endeavoring to support a women's organization in a 
town called Divic in northeastern Bosnia. This or-
ganization, about 95% Muslim with 67 members, is 
made up of survivors of the war in Bosnia (1992-
1995) who were forced from their homes in 1992 
and returned to their village in 2002 with the help 
from the US National Guard, part of the peacekeep-
ing forces. They are determined to rebuild their lives 
and communities. The St. Paul's UMW is raising 
funds to support the day-care center with their most 
pressing needs, including food for the children, utili-
ties, a day-care teacher, and more. 

UMW Harvest Luncheon 

November 12th, after Church 

 
We are sponsoring an ALL CHURCH Harvest 
Luncheon of chicken and biscuits (or veggi chili) on 
Nov. 12th right after church to raise money for the 
day-care center in Bosnia.  Please plan to join us in 
the church dinning room for fellowship and hearty 
eating, while supporting those less fortunate.  

Help us support women and children in Bosnia 
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The First Fruits — Giving to God First 
 

Last month we learned about what a pledge is and what it means in the church commu-
nity.  Now, as we approach the beginning of our 2007 Annual Stewardship Campaign, 
we have an opportunity to exercise an important principle of good stewardship.  God 
provided the Israelites with rules or guidelines (including the Ten Commandments), and 
one of key rules that applies to stewardship is the instruction to “bring the first fruits of 
your labors into the house of the Lord your God” (Exodus 23:19). 

 
We can do just this through our pledges this year.  We can pass on to God the “first fruits” of our lives by ap-
proaching stewardship with a spirit of gratitude.  As we reflect on the gifts and blessings and vicissitudes of 
the past year, we can ask ourselves, “Did I put God first?  Did I put God before the ballgame? before the latest 
technical gadget? before the latte (one of my worst personal habits)?”  “First fruits” really does mean giving to 
God first and using what is left for our own needs.  Ask yourself if your pledge reflects this deep faith and love 
of God. 
 

Stewardship is about personal commitment and community building.  As individuals, we may think we can’t 
make a difference, but community stewardship makes it easier. God calls us to give as we are able, “according 
to the blessing of the Lord our God.”  Those of us on fixed budgets may find it difficult to increase our 
pledges.  Those of us who are not on a fixed income have an opportunity and a responsibility to increase our 
pledges.  If each of us does his or her part to support the Church, then the burden for all of us is light.  
 
In November, all St. Paulians will have the opportunity to participate in the 2007 Annual Stewardship Cam-
paign.  Shepherds will host small gatherings, which, in the spirit of the shepherd metaphor, are called 
“lambings.”  You will be invited to these gatherings to meet with other members and talk about what steward-
ship means to you and to St. Paul’s. While it sometimes seems as if these campaigns are just about money, 
they really aren’t.  Stewardship is about deepening our relationship with God by giving God our “first 
fruits”—our treasures, talents, and time.  Daily prayer, bible reading, discussion among the members, and care-
ful consideration of our blessings will strengthen our appreciation for the love of God and our ability to sup-
port the ministries of St. Paul’s that bring that love to life.  

Stewardship 

Have life circumstances changed so 
that you’ve been thinking about 

changing your estate plans? 

Have you always 
meant to write a 
will but never 
quite got to it? 

Do you have a 
will that was 
written more 
than 5 years 
ago? 

Check out “Leaving your Legacy...to Whom? 
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Mariette Geldenhuys will lead a discussion about estate planning and good stewardship at St. Paul’s on Tues-
day, November 7th at 7:00 pm.  Please join us to learn more about the current state of wills, estate planning 
and opportunities you have to be a good steward of your life’s work upon your death.  All are invited!   
RSVP ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org 

Leaving your Legacy...to Whom? 

November 7, 7:00 pm 

Save this date, and watch for more details! 
 
Saturday to Sunday, March 3-4, 2007 – The Rev. Dr. Carrie Call returns to St. Paul’s 
to lead our annual adult Spiritual Growth Retreat at the peaceful Light on the Hill Re-
treat Center in nearby Spencer.  Carrie, a former member of St. Paul’s, is now the Direc-
tor of the Office for Civic and Social Engagement at St. Mary’s College in Notre Dame, 
Indiana.  She also is a ordained United Church of Christ pastor and a lecturer in Psy-
chology.   

Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
Weekly Centering Prayer is Back! 

Wednesday evenings, 5:45 - 6:30 pm 
Good Shepherd Room 

 
Centering Prayer is a contemplative prayer method that moves us beyond conversation with 
Christ to communion with Him.  It is not meant to replace other kinds of prayer; rather it casts a 
new light and depth of meaning on them.  Centering prayer is a relationship with God and a dis-
cipline to foster that relationship.  
Each weekly session will begin with instructions followed by 20 minutes of silent centering 
prayer, and end with brief sharing about the process and experience.  You are welcome to any or 
all sessions.  For more information, contact Ellie Phillips-Burdge, aemusic@mac.com or 257-3644.  

Capital Needs Reassessment 
The newly formed Capital Needs Reassessment Team continues the process of evaluating projects that need 
attention.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 8th, 6:45—8:45 pm. 
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What would life be like without rules?!  Sometimes we think about how great it would be to not have those 
pesky rules, but life would quickly become chaotic without them.   
 
The Israelites were thrilled to be free of slavery under Pharaoh.  But when they found themselves out in the 
desert, free of their past structures, they found how difficult life could be.  God brought the Children of Israel 
to Mount Sinai and called Moses to ascend the mountain.  God gave him the Ten Commandments carved on 
two stone tablets.  Those commandments guided the Israelites and their descendants for generations, and con-
tinue to serve us even today.  
 
Our Faith Explorers unit for November and December will explore the story of how Moses 
received the commandments, and we will learn how they help us to honor God, live faithfully 
in families, and obey the laws of the land. We will also look to Jesus to learn how he summed 
up all Ten Commandments in the great commandment to love God and our neighbor. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
• The children will appreciate the need for rules. 
• The children will learn about how God provided the Ten Commandments for the Israelites. 

The children will learn the Ten Commandments and what they mean. 
• The children will learn what Jesus said about the commandments, and learn the Golden Rule. 
 
On the last Sunday of this unit, we are planning a Celebration Sunday that focuses on Advent activities. More 
on this event in the December newsletter 
 
And...a note about rules (commandments) in how we respect holy spaces at St. Paul’s.  During the Exodus 
Unit just completed, the children learned the story of Moses before the burning bush and how he met God in a 
"holy space."  During the Ten Commandments unit, we will be talking about some rules that shape our time 
together as a church family.  We plan to teach the children to be respectful of holy spaces in our church, and 
particularly the Sanctuary.   
 
Please support our efforts to instill these lessons about sacred space by: 

• encouraging children to engage in active play in appropriate spaces in the church,  
• discouraging them from entering the organ pit, the choir area, or other portions of the chancel (near the 

altar), and 
• discouraging play with microphones, the piano, and the organ.  

Please remember that the balcony is not the safest place for pre-schoolers to play (wide spacing of the railing). 
Thank you for your help and support! 

Faith Explorers (K-6th Grades) 

“The Ten Commandments: Following God’s Rules 
Helps Us Love God and Our Neighbor” 

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.  And a second is like it:  You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.”                    Matthew 22:37-39 
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Questions about Faith Explorers? 
Contact Kevin Miller, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries, 273-5971, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org who can re-
fer you to a team member from one of our four leadership teams: Invite and Connect, Curriculum, Communi-
cations and Events, or Building and Props.  

Ten Commandments Calendar 
November 5:  Ten Commandments Session 1 
November 12:  Ten Commandments Session 2 
November 19:  Ten Commandments Session 3 
November 26:  Family Worship Sunday 
December 3:  Ten Commandments Session 4 
December 10:  Ten Commandments Session 5 
December 17:  Christmas Session 

Faith Discovery Group Going Strong 
The Faith Discovery Group Class (ages 3-4) has been enjoying some very hands-on 
activities as they discover some of the stories of Moses and the Exodus from Egypt. 
 
There have consistently been 7-10 young discoverers each week making bricks, creat-
ing burning bush sun-catchers, learning about the plagues (an awful lot of frogs!), and making and eating 
unleavened bread.  In November they will be engaged in some activities that introduce them to the story of the 
Ten Commandments. 
 
The new structure for this class is working well.  A big “thank you” to Steve Johnson, who served as our 
Teacher in September and October, shepherding the children within a consistent structure.  Jacquie Lopez is 
now serving in this role for November and December. 
  
In addition to the role of Teacher, we have enjoyed Storyteller visits from a growing number of St. Paulians, 
including Jacquie Lopez, Amy Benedict-Augustine, and Paul & Beth Jennette.  Storytellers bring the unique 
piece of the bigger story each week and can serve just one Sunday, or can help out on multiple Sundays during 
each two-month unit.  Storytellers could be parents or non-parents—anyone who enjoys seeing and helping 
young children discover something new! 
 
You can help too!  Both the Teacher and Storyteller roles are structured in a way to make it as easy as possi-
ble to help out.  We’ll provide brief, but specific training before each unit that orients you to your role, prepar-
ing you for a good experience helping our youngest “faith explorers” begin discovering Bible stories in an ex-
citing, accessible form. 
 
Like to help out?!  Contact anyone on our Leadership Team:   
Steve Johnson (257-0969), Beth Mudge (273-2367), or Kevin Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, 
kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, 273-5971 
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Gingerbread House Workshop! 
 

Join us for our annual Gingerbread House Workshop, Wednesday, Nov. 29, 6:30 pm!  This is a wonderful tra-
dition where you can express your creativity and be a kid again—if  you’re not a kid already.  All ages are wel-
come!  (This year supper is on your own and the workshop will begin at 6:30 pm.) 
 
Please Bring: 
Pre-baked and cut gingerbread.  The recipe for making the gingerbread is printed below and you can pick up 
a copy of the template for cutting the pieces in the church office.  Some people buy their pre-made gingerbread 
at Wegmans.  The pieces are a little different, but we can make it work. 
A foil covered base.  Make these large enough to fit a garden or play yard, and strong enough to hold your 
house for carrying home. 
Candies or cereals to share with others at the workshop 
Any children under the age of 12 need an adult partner for this project. 
 
Mix all ingredients thoroughly and chill one hour or more (not essential but it does make the dough easier to 
handle).  Line a 15 ½ by 10 ½ inch jelly roll pan (cookie sheet with sides) with foil and grease the foil lightly.  
Evenly press and smooth the dough into all corners of the pan.  (Try using a rolling pin for a smooth finish.)  
Bake the gingerbread in a 300 degree oven for 25 to 30 minutes. 
 
Place your template patterns on the hot gingerbread and cut immediately.  Let it cool for about 10 minutes and 
then turn out of the pan and cool on a cake rack.  The gingerbread will be hard when completely cooled.  If it 
is not, put it back in the oven and cook a while longer.  Roof sections easily break off if the dough is not thor-
oughly baked.   
 
The icing that holds your house together will be provided, along with house-building instructions, if you will 
let us know how many people to expect.  Please call St. Paul’s Church at 273-5971 and leave a message let-
ting us know how many of you will be coming to the workshop! 

 Gingerbread Recipe 
 

 2 3/4 cups sifted flour 3 tsp baking powder 

 1/2 tsp salt   1 egg 

 1 tsp. cinnamon  2/3 cup molasses 

 1 tsp. ginger   1/3 cup brown sugar 

 1/8 tsp cloves   1/2 cup salad oil 



St. Paul’s Letter 11 

AM Impact for both Jr and Sr Highs have been looking into C.S. Lewis’s Narnia series and its biblical sym-
bolism.  They are currently investigating The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  Our study involves viewing a 
section of the movie and then discussing the biblical symbols and scriptures related to each section. Take for 
example, Lucy being drawn into the wardrobe by the light from the lamppost.  Thinking about why we are 
drawn to the light.  Jesus is the light of the world!       
 
Youth Group is off to a great start as well!  Both Jr High and Sr High went to the Ithaca Commons for the Ap-
ple Festival and to have lunch!  Sr Highs went to Stewart Park for an afternoon of Ultimate Frisbee while Jr 
Highs had fun with a game of sardines!  We hope more youth will join us!   

 
     Ruth Keagle, Youth Ministries Coordinator 

I would like to take this time to thank our leaders for starting off our year with such warmth, 
enthusiasm and care for our youth.   
 
Our leaders are  

AM Impact Jr High Leaders: Heather Sanford and Sarah Green 
AM Impact Sr High Leader: Karen Kaufmann 
Sr High Youth Group Leaders: Dan and Krista Capps and Nathan and Julie Ann Newman 

AM Impact — Nov. 5th, 12th, and 19th 
 
 Jr Highs — Oasis Theatre 
 
 Sr Highs  —  Harkness Room 

Mark Your Calendars for These Future Events 
 
Dec 3 and 17th Youth Groups will meet 
Jan 6th – 7th Jr Highs will have a Lock-In at the church 
Jan 14th – All Youth and Parents Dish-to-pass Dinner (Dining Room) 

Youth Groups meet Nov. 12th — Noon to 2 pm 
 
 Sr Highs — Harkness Room 
 
 Jr Highs — Dining Room 

 
Youth Council will meet Nov. 5th 

Noon to 1 pm 
Harkness Room 

Upcoming Events for November 

Jr Highs will be traveling to the home of Peg Mills to rake 
leaves.  They should wear sneakers and warm clothing, 
bring a bag lunch, and a rake!  We will need 2 parents 

willing to drive!  

Thank you also to Heather and Sarah for helping with Jr High Youth Group while the search is still on for Jr 
High Youth Group leaders. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bon-
ner’s brother), Dorris Bonnett, Enid Brown, Mildred 
Butterworth, Muriel Corbett,  Colin Diehm (Julie 
Weeks’ father) Marian Forester,  Bob and Beverly 
Hamill (Patti Sample’s brother and sister-in-law), 
Ernest McBean (Lucille McBean’s husband), Kristin 
McCartney, Terry McKechnie (Don McKechnie's sister-
in-law), and Roy Preston (brother of Marian Van de 
Velde), Ed and Judy Roberts, George H. Smits (Ruth 
Keagle’s nephew), Dorothy Smits (Ruth Keagle’s 
mother) and LaVerne Snyder. 
 

 
Deaths:  Our prayers and sympathies go out to the 
friends and family of Art Kulp, who died on September 
23, 2006 and to the friends and family of Lillian Har-
rington (Hollie Harrington’s mother) who died October 
15, 2006.     

Please remember that we will be starting a 
new prayer list on the first Sunday of each 

month. If you wish to have someone listed or 
have their name remain on the list you will 

need to contact the church office each 
month at 273-5971 or  

office@stpaulsithaca.org. 
 

This policy helps the staff to keep updated on 
each person listed. Thank you. 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 


