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All Saints Day 
The first Sunday in November is All Saints Sunday, the day in which we honor and 
remember all who have gone before us in death.  Each year we read the names of the 
St. Paulians who have died, partake of Holy Communion, and light candles in mem-
ory of all our loved ones. It is a powerful ritual of healing and connection, and every 
year I am deeply moved by the Christian “communion of the saints” –the Christian 
concept of being united with and supported by all of the faithful on earth and in 
heaven.   
 
Below is a beautiful passage from White Eagle, of the Native American tradition, 
talking about how the life and death of our beloved friends and family plant a seed 
within our soul.   
“Those of you who have lost dear ones…although you may miss the physical pres-
ence, yet try to realize that something, a great gift, has been given to  you.  It is diffi-
cult to describe this gift, because it is of a spiritual nature.  We might say it is a seed 
planted in your soul garden.  This seed can grow into a lovely flower. Yes, we know 
that a physical loss can never be replaced, but still we say that a treat and compen-
sating blessing can come into your soul as a result of that loss, an increased under-
standing of your life.  You may not have it yet, but it is coming.  It takes a long time 
for this divine consciousness to develop and grow in the individual soul.   Neverthe-
less this seed is sown and the flower of spiritual understanding is growing, until one 
day, when it has come into its full glory, you will wonder at its beauty.” 
 
May the experience of All Saints Day remind us of the soul gardens that live and 
grow in each heart. 
 
Blessings, 

REBECCA DOLCH  

 
Several people have asked for a copy of the section about money in Rebecca 
Dolch’s October 16th sermon. That section is reprinted on page 3 of this Newsletter.  
(Audio tapes of the entire sermon are available in the church office.)   
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November 6, 2005 
 
Psalm 78:1-7 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 
 
November 13, 2005 
 
Psalm 123 or Psalm 76 
Judges 4:1-7 
I Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Matthew 25:14-30 
 
November 20, 2005 
 
Psalm 100 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 
 
November 27, 2005 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
I Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 

Lectionary Readings for November: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Marilou J. Slattery 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Marcella Nolan 
 
Associate Pastor  
Bud Dolch 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Amanda Triplett 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 

Music Director 
John W. White 

 
Organist 
Mike Lippert  
 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Co-Directors 
Sallie Pure and  
Lisa Cappello 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:00 AM 

 
Durham Class 

Sunday, 9:30 AM 
 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 
Children’s Discovery Groups  

and Faith Explorers 
Sunday, 10:45 AM 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:30 PM 
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Sunday Services begin at 8:30 a.m. (quiet time starts at 8:15) and 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
 
November 
6  All Saints Sunday — Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 Memorial Communion, lighting of Memorial Candles. 
 
13 Rev. Bud Dolch preaching 

20  Thanksgiving Sunday — Rebecca Dolch preaching 
 Dedication of Pledges and Estimates of Giving from the “Pony Express” Campaign 
  
27 Advent I — Rebecca Dolch Preaching 
 Holy Communion 
 
December 
4 Advent II  
 New Members Join 
 Christmas reception after church in Fellowship Hall 
 
(Worship plans are subject to change according to the guidance of the Holy Spirit!) 

November Worship Schedule 

St. Paul’s Letter 

Giving ALL 
 
What does it mean to “give all” when we are talking about money? 
 Giving all is about being fully awake, aware, and conscious of what goes on in your life.  First, “Giving 
ALL” means knowing what you have. Money is very scary for many people, and people love NOT to deal 
with it, which is why so many folk get in financial trouble. So the first step in “Giving ALL” when it comes to 
money is to really track exactly what comes in and what goes out—to be aware of “ALL.” 
 
Secondly, “Giving ALL” means being very conscious about setting a specific intention and goal about sharing 
your resources. Many people like to give a percentage of their income to things which make the world a better 
place.  Christianity encourages percentage giving and tithing (which is giving 10% of income.) 
 
        When you discern what you have, discern what you value that makes the world a better place, and when 
you set a goal and intention about giving a specific gift to support those values, you are “Giving ALL.”  You 
are giving your conscious awareness of how you have been gifted with resources, your are giving your values, 
your intention, your discipline, your commitment, your energy—because money is part of an energy exchange. 
You are giving from your heart and your brain and your physical life….That amount of consciousness, com-
mitment, intention and clarification of values is extremely powerful for your life.  And when combined with 
the “give ALL” gifts of a whole faith community, your gift has a profound impact on the world. This is impor-
tant spiritual work.  

           
Excerpt from “The GIVE ALL Life,” by Rebecca Dolch 

October 16, 2005, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 
 

Companion Animals are Blessed 
 
75 St. Paulians, visitors, & guests who share the common bond that the company of 
animals makes their hearts sing gathered in the dining room on Sunday morning, Oc-
tober 16th for the second annual blessing of the animals service. 
 
Also in attendance were some 50 dogs, cats, ferrets, and a hamster, as well as warm thoughts and memories of 
pets no longer among us and pets waiting at home.  It was a time of celebration of the human/animal bond, one 
of the joys of God’s creation. 
 
We collected $258.00 for the Tompkins County SPCA to assist the dogs and cats brought to Ithaca after being 
left homeless by recent hurricanes. 

Birthday Greetings!! 
 

We would like to honor our “over 90” St. Paulians. Here are the names, dates, and ad-
dresses for the November birthdays.  We invite you to send along a cheery greeting! 

 
 Lila Goodell - November 12 (Lila will be 91) 
 2680 Slaterville Road, PO Box 120, Ithaca 

 
**We will get permission before listing your name. If you are over 90 and have a November birthday, but did 
not see your name—it means that we don’t have your birth date. Please call the church! 

UMCOR Final Tally for "Katrina Relief” 
 
We sent out 165 Health Kits, 32 School Kits (Backyard Bible Club) and 25 Flood Buckets. According to esti-
mated costs by UMCOR, you have contributed goods valued at approximately $3,421.  This, together with our 
monetary donations, indicates we did very well in answering this specific call to mission.  We would like to 
thank the Protestant Cooperative Ministries at Cornell for their generous contribution which helped cover the 
cost of shipping we are asked to forward to UMCOR - $1 per kit and $1.50 per bucket.  Many thanks to all 
who contributed, volunteered their time and those who were on stand by, if needed. 
 

Elinor John & Glenna Margaris 
UMW and Local & World Mission Team 
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The Pony Express is Coming to St. Paul’s 
 

The theme for St. Paul's fall stewardship campaign is the "Pony Express". Look for a 
symbolic saddle in the church office for more information. One of your St. Paul's 
neighbors will also be in contact with you in order to deliver a campaign "saddlebag" 
to your home sometime between November 1 and 13, with a church-wide celebration 
scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 20. 

 
This year's stewardship campaign gives us a chance to spend some time over the next few weeks prayerfully 
considering our estimates of giving for the next year, and to make deeper connections with our congregational 
neighbors. 
 
The plan is simple and doable:  We've established neighborhoods of St. Paulians. One family starts off with 
the saddlebag, takes a day to pray and consider what St. Paul's means in their lives, and then fills out the 
"estimate of giving' card." It goes in the saddlebag, which is then delivered to the next person on the route. 
 
Services in the coming weeks will feature testimonials about what a difference St. Paul's has made in the lives 
of church members, and bulletins will highlight "stewardship thoughts". 
 
Please give prayerful consideration to what financial resources you can allocate to St. Paul's for the coming 
year.  Our ministries and the management of those ministries continue to expand and improve, and your sup-
port is needed.  For more information, contact Greg Garvan (Greg@moneywithamission.com or 257-3647.) 

Stewardship Notes  

UMW Rummage Sale 
 

To all who donated, baked, sorted, purchased, cleaned up, and helped in any way, THANK YOU!!  
The annual UMW Rummage Sale was successful; the final tally will be near $3,000.  
This money will be used to fund ministries serving women and children, locally and around the world.  Addi-
tionally, and perhaps more importantly, those in our community with limited resources were able to purchase 
quality clothing and household goods at a reasonable price.  Listening to the stories of those shopping in the St. 
Paul's dining room in mid-October, one soon realized that there are many needs in our community; and for 
three days, our sale provided the best bargains in town. 
Members of United Methodist Women appreciate the many hours of work contributed by members of our con-
gregation to make this event such an integral part of our church and our community!! 
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Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

What are the Cornerstones of Your Life? 
 
The annual adult retreat, sponsored by the Adult Spiritual Growth Team, will be held at the beautiful Caso-
wasco Retreat Center on Owasco Lake near Moravia on the weekend of January 28-29, 2006. We will focus 
on creating individual stewardship plans using a program called "Cornerstones."  Through reflection, prayer, 
journaling, group discussion and small group sharing, you will have a chance to learn more about yourself and 
how you can live your faith in every aspect of your life.  The retreat will be led by our pastor Rebecca 
Dolch, with help from St. Paulian Greg Garvan.  
 
We’ve reserved the beautiful and cozy Galilee Lodge at Casowasco for this “adults only” event.  The retreat 
will begin at 10:00 am on Saturday and end after lunch on Sunday.  Cost per person will be $85, including 
lunch and dinner on Saturday, breakfast and lunch on Sunday, overnight lodging and all retreat materials.  The 
retreat is limited to the first 25 paid registrants.    
For more info, contact Jacqueline through the church office, or Greg Gavan, Greg@moneywithamission.com 
or 257-3647. 

 

What are the Cornerstones of Your Life? Adult Retreat 
Saturday-Sunday, January 28-29, 2006 

 
Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone________________________ E-mail____________________________ 
 
Please make your $85 check payable to St. Paul's United Methodist Church, include “Adult Retreat” 
in the memo line, and return this form with your registration fee to the church office.  Participation is 
limited to the first 25 paid registrants. 
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"Writing In The Spirit" 
 
  
Wednesday, November 2nd, 6-7:30pm downstairs in the Mott Room.  Calling all writers, 
journalists, and creative minds.  A new evening class will be starting in November to help ex-
plore the gift of writing and the spiritual path presented through this medium.  Whether you 
are an advanced writer or have only pondered the idea of putting your thoughts on paper, come 
and see what this group is all about.  The meetings will be facilitated by Amanda Triplett, a 
seasoned writing teacher, who possesses a Masters of Arts in Teaching English.  Needed mate-
rials will be discussed at the first meeting.  Please bring a notebook and an appetite.  Dinner 
will be served.   
 

 

UMW Women’s Retreat 
 

There’s still a little time to sign up… 
 
Discover Your Spiritual Type and get to know St. Paul’s women of all ages at our 2nd annual day-long 
United Methodist Women’s fall retreat.  It will be held on Saturday, November 5th, 9:30 am – 2 pm, at Na-
ture’s Song Retreat Center, 20 minutes south of Ithaca.  Carpooling can be arranged. 
 
Donna Twardowski, St. Paulian and seminary student at Colgate Rochester Divinity School, will lead us 
through a process of discovering our spiritual type.   Knowing who we are as spiritual individuals helps us un-
derstand each other for our strengths and preferences. Only $15 per person, including lunch. Contact Jacque-
line Bonner through the church office, jfb@twcny.rr.com or 273-5971 to sign up.  

 
Some questions we will discuss:  

• What does spirituality mean to me? 

• Who am I as a spiritual person? 

• How does my spirituality support my daily life? 

• Why is it important in my life? 
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See you at the movies—THIS weekend! 
Saturday, October 29, 4:00 – 9:00 pm 

 
Dinner and a movie...on us!  Join other St. Paul’s adults for an evening of good 

food, fellowship and a movie. We’ll meet to fill our popcorn bowls and watch The 
Fellowship of the Ring. This film is based on J. R. R. Tolkien’s first volume in the 
Lord of the Rings trilogy, an epic which has defined for many the archetypal strug-

gle between good and evil.  This action-adventure story celebrates the power of 
loyal friendship and individual courage, a power stronger than even the most devas-
tating forces of darkness.   Midway through the 3-hour movie, we’ll stop for dinner 
and conversation.  Bring a bread or dessert to complement the team’s contribution 

of homemade soup and chili.  Coffee and cider will also  available.  
childcare not provided)  

Eat at Church! 
 

Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for a week or for decades, the First Thursday Pot-
luck is “the” place to meet, eat and mingle!  Each month a diverse crowd of St. Paulians 
has been gathering to enjoy a fun and relaxed meal without an agenda or additional tasks 
before continuing on with their evening.  Mark your calendars now for these upcoming 
INFORMAL pot luck/dish-to-pass dinners from 5:30-7:30 in the Memorial Rooms:  

Thursdays, November 3, and December 1.  Bring something SIMPLE to share, your 
own place setting, and a desire to spend time with your church family.  If you haven’t 

come to one yet, you’ll want to give these easy, fun evenings a try! 

INVITE AND CONNECT 

Gingerbread House Workshop! 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 5:30 p.m. 

  
Bring your children and enjoy the delight and creation of your own Gingerbread House.  We are de-
lighted to welcome back Cheryl McGraw, who has agreed to help lead this year's event.  Bring your 
pre-baked gingerbread and a selection of candies for decoration.  Also, prepare a foil-covered base for 

your house.  Your donations will cover additional supplies plus a light pizza supper.  Recipe and instruc-
tions for cutting the gingerbread are available in the Welcome Room.  Please sign up so we will know 
how many to prepare for.  Once again we will be inviting families from Calvary Baptist Church to join 

us for this festive treat.   
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Music Opportunities at St. Paul's 
  
St. Paul's is blessed to have a rich and diverse music ministry. Many people are drawn here by the strength of 
our music program. If you are one of these people, the music staff at St. Paul's would like to invite you to 
share your love of music through one of the many musical offerings available. We have several choirs per-
forming in a variety of musical styles and we are always looking for new members. All musical abilities are 
welcome. Rehearsals happen on Thursday evenings and some Sunday mornings. Check out the schedule be-
low. We look forward to seeing some new faces at upcoming rehearsals. 
  
The Chancel Choir sings most Sundays at the 10:30 service. Rehearsals are Thursday nights from 7:30 - 
9:00 p.m. in the Choir Room (off the dining room). For questions, contact Lorrene Adams at 
lorreneadams@hotmail.com. 
  
St. Paul’s Festival Chimes, the bell choir, plays about once a month at the 10:30 service. Rehearsals 
are Thursday nights from 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. in the Bell Choir Room (near the dining room). For questions, 
contact Dorothy Preston at bdalepres@aol.com. 
  
The Glory Singers sing about once a month at the 10:30 service. Rehearsals are Thursday nights from 
6:45 to 8:00 p.m. in the Carpenter's Shop (Faith Explorers wing downstairs). For questions, contact John 
White at jwhite@ithaca.edu. 
  
The Children's Choir sings about once a month at the 10:30 service. Open to all children in grades K-5. 
Rehearsals are most Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:15 in the Carpenter's Shop (Faith Explorers wing 
downstairs). For questions, contact Sallie Pure at triplets@usadatanet.net or Lisa Cappello at 
bdesign@twcny.rr.com. 
  
There are also opportunities for providing "special music" throughout the year. If you are a vocal soloist or 
part of a vocal ensemble, or if you play an instrument or are part of an instrumental ensemble, and you would 
like to offer a gift of music during worship, please contact John White at jwhite@ithaca.edu. We also occa-
sionally have opportunities for aspiring lyricists to help us rewrite lyrics or create new lyrics for songs. 
Please contact John White if you have any interest in this area. 
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Light Shines on the Faith Explorers! 
 

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it” John 1:5 
The weather’s turning colder and the nights are growing longer.  As the leaves fall, the 

earth heaves a big sigh and prepares for a rest from the growth and productivity of summer.  We begin to look 
inward too, anticipating the cold and dark of another Ithaca winter.  And so we look to the light and warmth of 
advent to renew our hope, and look ahead to our annual celebration of Jesus coming to earth.  
 
In November and December this year, the Faith Explorers will experience darkness and light in our unit, 
“Jesus, Gift of Light”.  Our learning objectives for the children include: 
 

• Light transforms the darkness and allows us to find our way. 
• Jesus is God’s gift of light and serves as a guide to everyone. 
• Each of us carries within us the light of Jesus that we shine for others. 

 
Six wonderful workshops invite the children to discover light in the darkness and how we can shine our light 
for others: 
 

Gift-of-Self:  Using the story of the Little Drummer Boy, the children appreciate that the best gift to give is 
the gift of themselves.  The children will think about what they have to offer and will assemble a gift for 
their parents and family members. 
 
Lantern Making:  The children will make their own paper lanterns and reflect on what it means to shine 
their light for others. 
 
Advent Spiral:  Advent is a time of waiting and contemplation.  We yearn for light even as we are grateful 
for the “slowing down time” of winter approaching.  For it is in the stillness of the dark that we ready our 
hearts for the light of Jesus’ message of love and hope.  Walking the advent spiral in quiet and darkness 
leads the children to the light of Christ allowing them to light their own candles to carry back out into the 
world. 
 
Star:  In the Star Workshop, the children hear and participate in the reading of a beautifully illustrated ren-
dition of the Christmas story, This Is the Star.  Then they decorate star cookies for their own enjoyment 
and to share as gifts for others.  
 
Scripture Sleuths:  With a little help from Detective Starr, the children solve the “Mystery of the Hidden 
Light” as they explore Scripture passages that talk about light.  Their journey takes them from the Land of 
Darkness to the Light on the Hill. 
 
Music:  The children sing Christmas and Advent carols that speak about light and learn a new song written 
by their teacher, Mary Bucknam, that incorporates the learning objectives of the whole Unit. 

Faith Explorers (Grades K-6) 
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The Gathering Time 
 Each Faith Explorers Session begins with a 10-15-minute time with all the children gathered together in 
the Carpenter’s Workshop space.  In this time, the children participate in their own corporate worship includ-
ing singing, the reading of scripture, and an offering.  The 6th Grade class provides some of the leadership for 
the Gathering Time. 
 
November Calendar 
November 6:  Faith Explorers Jesus, Gift of Light Unit, Session 1 
November 13:  Faith Explorers Jesus, Gift of Light Unit, Session 2 
November 20:  Faith Explorers Jesus, Gift of Light Unit, Session 3 
November 27:  Family Worship 
 
Thanks for Your Help! 
 This exciting, creative curriculum is not possible without the generous contributions of many people in the 
church.  Parents are always welcome, but so is anyone who has ever been a kid!  We are working hard to keep 
the jobs manageable in size.  Thank you for considering a gift of your time—just one hour on seven Sundays 
(plus training)!  Contact Sara Culotta, 273-1287, bizbloom@mindspring.com, or Michelle Eells, 319-
0244, meells@juno.com.  
 
Looking Ahead 
 Jesus, Gift of Light Unit: December 4, 11, 18. 
 Joseph Unit:  January 8, 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19 (Celebration Sunday), 2006 

Lent, Easter, Pentecost Unit:  March-April 2006 
Tabitha Dorcas Unit:  May-June 2006 

Reminder Notes for Parents 

• The children are dismissed to the Faith Explorers program following the Time with Young Chris-
tians in the 10:30 worship service (usually about 10:45-10:50). 

• Thank you for helping your child(ren) remember to bring an offering each Sunday.  September 
and October offerings supported UMCOR’s relief efforts for Hurricane Katrina victims.  In No-
vember and December, the offerings will support Shoebox Angel gifts. 

• Please look for your children after 11:45 (or after the service lets out—whichever is later), in the 
Memorial Rooms during our Fellowship time.  We ask your help in reinforcing good manners 
with the snacks on the tables (1-2 cookies each so there will be enough for everyone!). 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: Our U.S. Troops and the Iraqi 
people, Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bonner’s brother), Ha-
zel Bonner (Jacqueline Bonner’s mother), James 
Galbreath (Kurt Galbreath’s father), Helen Howard and 
family (friend of Nancy Potter), Steve Jalso, Karen Kauf-
mann, Art Kulp, Emma McKechnie (Don McKechnie's 
mother), Terry McKechnie (Don McKechnie's sister-in-
law), Jim and Muriel Milks, Tom Mosher, Mr. Robert O. 
Perry (friend of LaVerne Snyder), Wendy Rightmyer, 
Glenn Stearns (Paul Stearns’ son), The Than Nwe Family, 
Harold Wheat  
 

Deaths: Our prayers and sympathies go out to the friends 
and families of Ethan Lillard who died 9/28/05, Louise 
Parke-Dabes who died 10/15/05, Rev. Timothy O’Con-
nor-Slater (husband of Deborah O’Connor-Slater, our 
District Superintendent) who died on 10/23/05, and Cora 
Stritzinger (mother of Marilou Slattery and Patricia 
Dougherty) who died 10/23/05 
 

Births: A warm and loving “welcome to the world” to 
Benjamin Briglin Ruth, born on May 17, 2005 to Shelley 
and Bill Ruth. 

Please remember that we will be starting a new 
prayer list on the first Sunday of each month. If 

you wish to have someone listed or have their 
name remain on the list you will need to contact 

the church office each month at 273-5971 or 
schurch@twcny.rr.com. This new policy will 
help the staff to keep updated on each person 

listed. Thank you. 


