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Faith Explorers and Faith Discovery Groups will host a telethon on Sunday, May 
20, to recruit teachers, guides, storytellers, and loving caregivers for the 2007-
2008 year of Christian Education at St. Paul’s. 
 
You may ask, “Did I read that right? Are you planning on recruiting a year’s worth 
of volunteers in one round of calling?” Well, that’s the plan, and here’s how it will 
work. 
 
On Sunday, May 20, a group of enthusiastic, experienced teachers and guides will 
be calling potential volunteers for the Faith Explorers and Faith Discovery pro-
grams. Prior to our telethon, we’ll be distributing a list of teaching dates and a de-
scription of the content of the units.  
 
We’ll let you know more about what it takes to teach, or guide, or be the story-
teller in the program. Our workshop-rotation curriculum draws on strengths and 
interests of adult leaders, and is designed by a creative group of St. Paulians. The 
children continue to relish each unit and the tangible and active opportunities for 
learning we offer. 
 
Look for a mailing in mid-May, and listen for the call on the 
evening of May 20th. Perhaps you will hear the “still, small 
voice” of God asking you to prepare to respond to the call to 
engage with our preschool and school-age children. Or maybe it 
will be the voice of a friend “calling in the night” that moves 
you to respond, “Here I am; it is I Lord.” 
 
We ask you to check your calendars, pray for the Faith Explorer 
programs, and respond with a rousing “YES” on May 20. 
 
Blessings and thanks from the Faith Explorers and Faith Discovery Group teams. 

Called to Serve — Calling all teachers and guides! 
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Called to Serve 1 

Worship Schedule 3 

Connections 4-6 

Around the Church 6-7 

From the Pastor 8 

Calendar insert 

New Members insert 

Children’s Ministries 12-14 

Youth Ministries 14-15 

Prayer Chain 16 

Loving Care Ministry 9 

Stewardship 11 

Inside this issue: 

St. Paul’s Letter 
May 2007 

This call is but one of the many ways we are called to serve. 

It gives us all a chance to consider how we serve Christ 

not only in the church, but also in the community, 

in the home, in the world, in the work place. 
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Lectionary Readings for May: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Cindy DeLorme 
 
Loving Care Ministries 
Coordinator 
Donna Twardowski 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director & Organist 
John W. White 

Assistant Organist & 
Rehearsal Accompanist 
Andi Merrill 

 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s & Youth 
Choir Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—5:00PM 

May 6 
Psalm 148 
Acts 11:1-18 
Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
 
May 13 
Psalm 67 
Acts 16:9-15 
Revelation 21:10, 
    22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

May 20 
Psalm 97 
Acts 16:16-34 
Revelation 22:12-14, 
   16-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 
 
May 27 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Acts 2:1-21 
Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
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Worship Services in May 
8:30 a.m. Early Service with Communion 
10:30 a.m. Worship with Special Music 

 
 
 
  May 6  8:30 Service:  Baptism, Communion 
    10:30 Confirmation Sunday 
                        Rebecca Dolch and our youth lead this special service 
 
  May 13 Mother’s Day, Communion, Rebecca Dolch, preacher 
    Children and youth choir sing 
 
  May 20 New Members Join, Rev. Bob McCune, preacher 
 
  May 27      Pentecost Sunday, Family Worship 

Rev. Rebecca Dolch will be taking her vacation 
earlier than usual this spring starting on May 16.  
She will also be at Annual Conference and other 
events and will return to Ithaca at the end of June. 
 
We are so grateful to Rev. Bob McCune for the 
generous donation of his time to serve as acting 
Senior Pastor through July 8.  Bob will coordinate 
worship, be on call for Pastoral Care, work with 
Trustees, and give general oversight to the church, 
and supervise our student intern, Drew Tennant.  

Join the St. Paul’s Community for worship on Sunday, 
May 6 at the 10:30 service for a service of Baptism and 
Confirmation. Eleven of our youth have been studying 
on Sunday mornings with Pastor Rebecca Dolch, and 
they will be participating in this very special morning.  
 
After church, please welcome them into membership at 
the reception in the Memorial Rooms.   
 
The United Methodist Women’s mission luncheon im-
mediately follows the confirmation reception.  The 
luncheon will be downstairs in the dining room.  

To Pastor Emeritus 

Bob McCune! 

Confirmation is May 6 
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St.Paul’s Connections 

UMW Dish-to-Pass Dinner    May 6, 2007 

A Voice of Freedom 
 
St. Paul's United Methodist Women are sponsoring a dish to pass on Sunday, May 6, 2007 
right after church.  The dinner is open to all. Sarah Mkhonza, dissident  and novelist, will 
speak and lead music from her native country Swaziland.  Mrs. Mkhonza came to Cornell in 
August as a visiting scholar in Africana studies and  English. She is a writer-in-residence for 
two years with Ithaca City of Asylum (ICOA). Affiliated with Cornell's Center for Religion, 
Ethics and Social Policy, the organization provides sanctuary to writers in exile whose works 
have been suppressed. Please plan to join us and remember to bring a generous dish to pass 
and your own table service. 

The St. Paul's sanctuary will be filled with soulful sounds as Calvary Baptist Church and St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church come together again to "Lift Every Voice and Tear Down the Walls" on Saturday, April 28. 
Proceeds from this popular fundraiser benefit the Village at Ithaca, an organization committed to assuring that 
African American, Latino, and low income students in the Ithaca School District have access to the resources 
they need to excel. 
 
It is a long-standing tradition to invite a member of our community to “throw out the first pitch” at the Lift 
Every Voice concert. This year, Dr. Dorothy Cotton, civil rights activist, motivational speaker, and former 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) education director, will share her thoughts on equity in 
education. 
 
The Lift Every Voice concert is organized around four themes that are central to the program and mission of 
the Village at Ithaca. The Village engages in programs that Inform, Encourage, Motivate, and Inspire. We 
hope you will join us as Dr. Cotton touches on those themes, which will be the notes on which the choirs and 
speakers will harmonize and improvise throughout the evening. 

To benefit the Village at Ithaca 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

Saturday, April 28, 7-9 pm 

Children and Students (K-12) free 

Suggested donation, $8.00 

Lift Every Voice, Tear Down the Walls V 
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Pulpit Exchange With Calvary Baptist 
 
Put it on your Calendars:  July 29 is the date for our “almost annual” pulpit exchange with Cal-
vary Baptist Church.  Rev. Nathaniel Wright will preach at St. Paul’s, and Rev. Rebecca Dolch 
will preach at Calvary on Sunday, July 29.   
 
Although a picnic is not planned for July 29, we are waiting to hear about the date for the dedication of their 
memorial park and parking lot across the street from their church. We hope to join them for those festivities.  

If you are looking for a more intimate connection at St. Paul’s and you love to sing, consider 
joining the Chancel Choir.  This is a warm and welcoming group of people who love to sing.  
Chancel Choir plays a major role in weekly worship services as they serve as worship leaders 
through their musical offerings.  Rehearsals are Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 pm and 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 

 
This spring the Chancel Choir will offer Schubert’s Mass in G as their major work.  If you are interested in 
joining the choir for this major work or wish to sing with the choir on a regular basis, please contact Lorrene 
Adams at 256-3216. 
 
Consider joining a group of people who not only share a love of music, but share in the long tradition of the 
Chancel Choir.  Did you know that one of our choir members has been in the choir for over 20 years??? 

Musical Connections 

Help School Children in Zimbabwe 
 

The Zimbabwe Mission Team is asking every North Central N.Y. United Methodist Church to 
collect school supplies for the children in Zimbabwe. They would like paper, pens, pencils, 
crayons, construction paper, notebooks, and binders. Also, gently used tapes, DVDs, children's 
books, classics, modern novels, and dictionaries. (For a complete list, see the bulletin board 
across from the mail room.) 

 
Both children and adults are encouraged to participate in this project. Please bring your items to church on 
April 29th and or May 6th. 
 
Barbara Wernham has offered to take our collections to the Annual Conference where the Mission Team will 
pack and ship the supplies to Zimbabwe.    Carolyn Longhouse 
 

UMCOR Collection 
Since we will be supporting the collection of school supplies for Zimbabwe during the month of May, the 
UMW exec. committee decided to suspend the monthly collection for UMCOR kits for that month!  
Please support this gathering of materials for the children of Zimbabwe which will be delivered when our peo-
ple go to General Conference the first weekend in June.    Elinor John 
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Around the Church 

CHARGE CONFERENCE TO ELECT OFFICERS 

Tuesday, May 15th 

7:00 pm 

Memorial Rooms 
The Charge Conference is the basic governing body and connectional unit in the 
United Methodist system, and at St. Paul's consists of members of the Church Coun-
cil.  This Charge Conference has been called specifically to receive and vote on our 
2007 Leadership Roster.  Our District Superintendent Deborah O’Conner-Slater has 
appointed Rebecca Dolch to preside at this meeting.  All St. Paulians are invited to 
attend.  The regularly scheduled Church Council meeting will be held immediately 
following the Charge Conference. 

Trustees Report 
 
“Call Kirk”  or “email Kirk” were two phrases you could hear around 
the office every week if not every day.  Kirk Smith has served on the 
Trustees of St. Paul’s for 10 years and has been the chair for 8 years.  
He has been a tremendous resource and leader for St. Paul’s, helping us 
be good stewards of our buildings and grounds.  He has been so de-
pendable, level-headed, and responsive to the needs of the building, or 
as the children call it: the “Castle.” 
 
Kirk is an electrical engineer during the day, and if you can’t find him 
at church in the evenings, you can find Kirk and his wife Paula swing 
dancing somewhere in the Ithaca area or the world!  
 
On May 20 during worship, there will be a “passing of the pipe 
wrench” ceremony in which we thank Kirk for his service and welcome 
Steve Beyers and Valerie Podolec as the new co-chairs. 

Men’s Retreat 
St. Paul’s Men: There is still time to sign up for the Spring Men’s Retreat at Dave 
McCune’s Cayuga Lake house, Friday, May 4, 6 pm through Saturday, May 5, 5 pm.   
The theme of "Tending to your Relationships: God, Yourself and Others" will be explored 
through discussion, scriptural exploration, and prayer.  There will also be plenty of time 
for outdoor activities, rest and relaxation, and hearty meals.  You don't want to miss this 
opportunity to make new friends and deepen your connections with old ones.  The $25 
registration fee will cover all food costs.  Contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office to register 
for this sure-to-fill-up-fast Men’s Retreat. Contact Dave McCune at 272-3954 or email 
DaveMcCune@aol.com for more information.  

Thank you Kirk for your 
incredible service, 

for using your spiritual gifts 
of management 

for this congregation! 
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Loving Care Ministries 
 

Part of the job description of the Loving Care Ministries Team is to provide care for those who are unable to 
participate in the active life of the church. Part of that includes caring for persons who are caring for these indi-
viduals. Stop by and see the new Loving Care display in the welcoming room, where in this space you will 
find Care Notes for those caring for the elderly, as well as those dealing with concerns as a result of aging and 
end of life matters. In the basket under the display are words of inspiration. See what words are speaking to 
you and take them with you. Different words may speak to you each time you visit!            Donna Twardowski    

Easter Lily Delivery 
Thank you to all the people who helped with the writing of cards, organization of deliv-
erers, and volunteers who delivered lilies on Easter Sunday.  Your contribution of time 
and hospitality meant a lot to those who received “the most beautiful lily I have ever 
seen”, to quote one of the thank you notes.  A special prayer of thanksgiving to Robert 
Chapman and Barbara Roth Chapman for leading the distribution after the 10:30 ser-
vice.        —Donna Twardowski 

The Older Adult Ministry Team Sponsors 

Senior Parish Sunday 

Sunday, April 29 at the 10:30 am Service 
 

We will honor all the members of our Senior Parish next Sunday, April 29 during the 
10:30 am worship service.  On that day we will honor all of our older adults for their 
valuable contributions, both past and present, to the church.  Special recognition will 
be given to those who have been members 40 or more (up to 80!) years.  After the ser-
vice, the Second Sunday Small Group will host a reception in honor St. Paul’s older adults.  If you are one of 
St. Paul’s senior members, we encourage you to make a special effort to come and worship with your church 
family on this day of celebration!  If transportation or parking is an issue, please contact the church office, 
273-5971, so that we can provide assistance.   

Childcare Providers Needed 

If you are a youth – 16 or older – who is interested in pro-
viding fun, loving and consistent paid childcare to St. 
Paul’s children (ages infant-preschool age), please leave a 
message for Michelle Eells at the church office or email 
meells@juno.com. Previous experience, references and a 
work permit are required. 
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The Story of the Ascension of Christ from Luke 24 
 
(Jesus said) behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but stay in the city 
until you are clothed with power from on high. 
 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and blessed them with uplifted hands; and in 
the act of blessing he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing 
God.                
          Luke 24 

 
 

Ascension Sunday is very important at St. Paul’s because we have the ultimate visual aid to help us experience 
it:  The Ascension window. 
 
The story of the Ascension of Christ is a key story in the Christian faith.  It is the last act of the story of Jesus 
in the Gospel of Luke. It is the first act in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
The story goes that Jesus died, was buried, was resurrected from the dead, and made appearances to people in 
different places for 40 days. During this time he unlocked the secrets of the scriptures, and proved to people 
that he was not just a ghost, but that he also had a body.  
  
Finally when his earthly mission was complete, Jesus gathered his disciples, gave them a final blessing, and 
ascended into heaven.  The stained glass window in the sanctuary of St. Paul’s depicts this final moment. 
 
One of the central metaphors of the Ascension story is the metaphor of being lifted up. One reason I love As-
cension Sunday is that the concept of Ascension, is really what every person is looking for in life.  We want to 
be lifted up, inspired, healed, wise, energized, joyful. An “ascension attitude” means having a far reaching per-
spective that can see beyond difficulties, beyond the anxiety of the day, beyond what appears to be the ruling 
powers of the world.   
  
I saw an example of the symbolism of the Ascension on a Mother’s Day Card. The front cover had a koala 
bear climbing up a tree.  On her back was a baby koala bear. The inside message said:  Mom, you always give 
me a lift.”  
 
Ascension is about what life is about when we align ourselves with God, who like so many mothers,, gives us 
a lift!  
 
Happy Mother’s Day, and Happy Ascension Day. 
    
     Rebecca Dolch, Senior Pastor 

From the Pastor 
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Reflection on Virginia Tech 
 

Ithaca, being a college town, and I, like so many people in our congregation, have ties to either Ithaca 
College or Cornell. I am certain I am not the only one who has had a gut wrenching reaction to the shooting 
incident at Virginia Tech. I was immediately drawn back into memories of my time at the front of the class-
room, never realizing what a vulnerable position it could be. Four instructors were killed along with the over 
two dozen students. My mind keeps repeating this over and over, to somehow believe that it is real, even 
though my heart does not want to feel it. 

 
I enlist God in devotion as I pray for comfort for the faculty members, for the students, for families 

and friends of those who are victims, and for manifestation in some other way, of the lost love, dreams and 
future contributions by all that were killed. I pray for the shooter’s family and the shooter and wonder what 
could go so wrong to instill such violence against other persons. In response to this tragedy, together let us lift 
each other up in the spirit of Christ and pray that this isolated incident remains as such.  

 
     Donna Twardowski 
     Loving Care Ministries Coordinator 

Mother’s Day History 
 
 

There are many seed beds of Mother’s Day.  In the 18th century in England, children were hired out as house 
servants for the rich.  Once a year on Mothering Day, the children were given a Sunday holiday to go home 
and be with their Mothers.  
 
Right after the Civil War, Julia Ward Howe issued a Mother’s Day proclamation to call an international 
women’s peace conference to protest the atrocities of war. 
 
Later, Anna Jarvis, mother of 11 campaigned to establish a Mother’s Work Day to bring awareness to the 
needs of poor women for health care and better sanitation conditions, 
 
Over time, Mother’s Day has become a way to express love and appreciation for the work of Mothers, much of 
which is taken for granted. The most cards expressing love, and the most meals at restaurants are bought for 
this weekend.  
 
Today take this moment to honor Mothers. and those who have been like one, to honor all that they do and 
have done for us.  
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Eco-Spirituality Discussion Group:  A Plastic-Free Lent 
 
In the April St. Paul’s Letter, the eco-spirituality group extended an invitation to members of St. Paul’s to 
stretch ourselves a little to help protect the Earth.  One of our concerns for the health of our planet is the mu-
nicipal solid waste (MSW) stream that we generate every day in our throw-away society – especially plastics.  
According to the EPA, the amount of plastics discarded into the MSW has increased from 0.4% percent in 
1960 to 11.3 % in 2003. The US generated about 11 million tons of plastics in the MSW stream as containers 
and packaging, over 6 million tons as nondurable goods (examples: trash bags, plastic cups and utensils, dis-
posable medical supplies), and more than 8 million tons as durable goods (appliances and furniture) in 2003.  
 
This year, Lee Bailey was inspired by a blog “Live Plastic-Free in 2007” to try to “give up” plastics for Lent.  
He intended this to be a spiritual exercise in mindfulness rather than a means of making a difference to the 
environment.  It was an education for him!  Here’s his story.   

 
I started Lent with my shelves well stocked with food items, but it wasn’t long before I ran out 
of perishables.  It was then that I first really noticed that apples, frozen vegetables, and bread 
come in plastic bags, cottage cheese and yogurt in plastic containers, milk comes in plastic jugs 
and even tofu is packaged in plastic.  The first two times I went shopping at the supermarket, I 
left with almost nothing. By the third week, I was getting somewhat desperate and made 
changes to my menu to accommodate my plastic-free diet.  I bought a 10 lb bag of white rice 
in a cloth bag and cans of black beans.  I bought eggs in cardboard cartons, French bread in 
paper wrappers, whole cabbages and a brand of gingersnap cookies that were packaged in a 
(lightly plastic-coated) paper bag.  Without fresh produce from my garden or the farmer’s mar-
ket, I was very glad when Lent was over!  I didn’t buy any non-food items for myself during 
Lent because of packaging issues. 
 
What did I learn?  I learned that it was very hard to avoid buying plastic packaging and some-
times I just was unable to avoid doing so.  I learned that sometimes there were alternatives at 
other stores (GreenStar, Byrne Dairy) but they often cost more and/or required an extra shop-
ping trip.  I was suddenly aware of how much plastic has crept into my daily life without my 
awareness and how much I was throwing in the trash. 

 
But what about recycling plastics?  Recycling is good but not every plastic can be recycled in Tompkins 
County. Overall recovery of plastics for recycling is relatively small— in 2003, only 3.9 percent of total plas-
tics and 8.9% of plastics used in packaging were recovered.   PET (#1) soft drink bottles and HDPE (#2) milk 
and water bottles were recovered at a rate of 22 and about 26 percent respectively (2004).  There is at present 
a stable market for recovered PET and HDPE plastics. Other plastic products have fared less well, for exam-
ple, 730,000 tons of plastic plates and cups were discarded in 2003 alone – that’s 0.3% of the total MSW in 
the US.  Only a negligible amount (or none) of it was recovered. The majority of the plastics we recycle, re-
gardless of type, end up in China. 
 
What can we do?  Be aware; refill our water bottles; support bottle bills for juice, energy drinks, and water; 
wash and re-use plastic utensils and plates; buy products with less plastic packaging; recycle when possible; 
tell our grocer and product manufacturers about our packaging preferences; stretch a little to help the Earth.  
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Festival Chimes Plant Sale 
 
The Festival Chimes is once again selling the same exceptional quality flowering plants we have sold 
for the past few years at last year’s price!  Full flat-48 plants-$18, 1/2 flat-24 plants-$9, 1/4 flat-12 
plants-$4.50, single pack-4 plants-$1.50.  
 
Bedding Flowers: Ageratum (blue), Begonias (rose), Coleus, Dianthus, Dusty Miller, 
Impatiens (pink, red, salmon, white), Marigold (dwarf), Pansies (mixed), Petunias  
(plum, red, white), Snapdragon (dwarf mix), and  Zinnia 
  
Flowering Hanging Baskets: Fuschia (red/purple, red/white) Ivy Geraniums (pink, 
red), Million Bells (new this year), Cascading Petunias, Shade Impatiens  10" basket   
$15.50  Other: Vinca Vine $2.75 Spikes $2.75  Potted Plants: Geraniums (pink, red, 
white) 4 1/2" pot  $3.50 
 
We hope you will consider supporting the Festival Chimes as we continue our community outreach 
presentations.  A Festival Chimes Ringer will be by the poster/picture display in the hallway during 
April, to help you fill out an order blank.  Checks should be made out to "St Paul's UMC-Festival 
Chimes".  Pickup dates in Dining Room are Saturday May 19th, 10:30 am to 1 pm  and Sunday May 
20th after church.  Phone 277-0759 if there is a particular variety of plant not listed, that you would like 
to ‘special’ order.  April 29th will be the last day to place your order. 

Stewardship Education 

In the Bible, a steward is one given responsibility for what belongs to another. The 
Greek word we translate as steward is oikonomos, one who cares for the household 
(oikos) or acts as its trustee.  Christians are called to be stewards of the whole house-
hold (creation) of God. Oikos is also the root of our modern words, "ecology" and 
“economy”.  Thus in a broad sense, stewardship, economics, and ecology are, and 
should be, related. 
 

The Old Testament relates these concepts in the vision of shalom. Often translated "peace," the broader mean-
ing of shalom is wholeness. In the Old Testament, shalom is used to characterize the wholeness of a faithful 
life lived in relationship to God.  Shalom is best understood when we experience wholeness and harmony as 
human beings with God, with others, and with creation itself. Part of Christian stewardship involves recogniz-
ing where wholeness is lacking and then working in harmony to reconcile, to reunite, to heal, to make whole. 
 
As the Faith Explorers learn more about the concept of shalom in their next unit, we can all explore the ways 
in which we experience the fullness of God’s creation.  As faithful Christian stewards, we are also called to 
ensure that everyone can experience that wholeness, harmony, and goodness of God’s household.  

St. Paul's Festival Chimes will be performing in the Finger Lakes Handbell Festival at 7:30 
pm on Saturday, April 28 held at the New York Chiropractic College Athletic Center on 
Route 89 in Seneca Falls. You are invited to attend the festival concert, which is free and open to 
the public. Freewill donations will be accepted. Please come and show your support of the bell choir 
ministry at St. Paul's! 
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A wolf living peacefully with a lamb?  A calf and lion together?  And all being led by a child?  The prophet 
Isaiah must be speaking about some heavenly fantasy.  But the amazing thing about the Messiah we recognize 
in Jesus Christ, is that our building up of the kingdom of God is meant for right here on earth, right now in our 
own time!  
 
Jesus teaches us to live lives in harmony and wholeness with those around us—even to a degree that it feels as 
unnatural as Isaiah’s prophecy.  In Matthew 5:43 Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you…” 
 
These challenging concepts are some of the pieces of Shalom that we will be exploring in our next Faith Ex-
plorers Unit.  The Hebrew word shalom is often simply translated as “peace”, but it’s biblical meaning goes 
beyond peace to include wholeness, justice, and “universal flourishing”.  What a great word!  It speaks to in-
ner and outer peace, joy, and the fullness of life. 

Faith Explorers (K-6th Grades) 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.                  Isaiah 11:6 

Calendar 
April 29: Introductory Session for Shalom Unit 
May 6:  Shalom Session 1 
May 13: Shalom Session 2 
May 20: Shalom Session 3 
May 27: Family Worship Sunday 
June 3:  Shalom Session 4 
June 10: Shalom Session 5 
June 17: Faith Explorers Memory Verse Presentation Sunday 

To Respect Self and Others 
To Communicate Better 

To Listen 
To Forgive 

To Respect Nature 
To Play Creatively 
To Be Courageous 

We live in a society with way too much violence, and need to find 
ways to create shalom for all of God’s creatures.  For several Sun-
days in April, we celebrated God’s creation with “care for the 
earth” activities.  The Shalom Unit deals with relationships with 
family, friends, and neighbors, both near and far.  The five work-
shops of this unit will help the Faith Explorers grow in each of 
these areas of the Pledge of Nonviolence: 
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Questions about Faith Explorers? 

 

Contact Kevin Miller, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries at 273-5971 or email kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org 
and he can refer you to a team member from one of our four leadership teams: Invite and Connect, Curriculum, 
Communications and Events, or Building and Props.  

May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

Aleta Tessaglia-Hymes 
Alex Kilts 
Lily Summers 
Stephanie Miles 
Sarah Miles 
Tyler Pure 

Carrie Thomas 
Clinton Denman 
Kayla Eells 
Lily Summers 
Honor Meyerhoff 

Alissa Pure 
DJ Dockstader 
Lydia Miller 
Katie White 
Anna Cappello 

Sarah Lennox 
Emma Pure 
Alison Thomas 
Zachary Keagle 

May Acolyte Schedule 

New acolytes are always welcome!  Children in grades 2-8 are welcome to participate in the aco-
lytes program.  Contact Coordinator, David Bell, at 387-3117 (home) or 351-0174 (cell). 

Faith Discovery Group 
 

We continue to enjoy wonderful, interactive stories and activities in our Faith Discov-
ery Group Class (ages 3-4).  In May, we’ll be learning about how Jesus taught us to live 
with love for each other in our families and with our neighbors near and far. 
 
You can help too!  Faith Discovery Group utilizes two adult roles: a Teacher and a 
Storyteller.  These roles are structured in a way to make it as easy as possible to help out.  We’ll pro-
vide brief, but specific, training before each unit that orients you to your role, preparing you for a good 
experience helping our youngest “faith explorers” begin discovering Bible stories in an exciting, accessi-
ble form. 
 
Contact anyone on our Leadership Team:  Steve Johnson (257-0969), Beth Mudge (273-2367), or Kevin 
Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator at kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org or 273-5971. 
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Summer 
Camping at 

Casowasco or 
Aldersgate 

Open House 
Mark your calendar for the annual “Day at Camp” Open House, Sunday, June 10, 2007, 2-7 p.m. at Casowasco 
(June 9 at Aldersgate).  Especially helpful for those new to church camping or new to Casowasco.  Experience 
camp activities and meet the summer staff.  The event is free, but there is a charge for the chicken BBQ dinner.  
See poster in the hallway. 
 
Registration 
Register before May 1 to receive a $30 discount on the price of a full-week program ($15 off a partial week 
program).  A 5% sibling discount is also available, and a discount for attending more than one program during 
the summer. 
 
Campership Funds 
Each year St. Paul’s United Methodist Women provide assistance for families in sending 
their children to summer camp at Aldersgate or Casowasco.  Our intention is to provide help 
for those families who most need it.  If some assistance could make the difference in sending 
your children to camp, please contact the church office and let us know.  There is no criteria for these awards 
other than your participation at St. Paul’s.   
 
Let Us Know That You Are Registered 
Even if you will not be requesting campership funds we would like to know what weeks your children will be 
at church camp so that we can remember them with a post card from their church family.  Let Cindy know in 
the church office, 273-5971. 

“Campolodeon”, “New Kids on the Dock”, “Creative Crafters”, “That’s Artra-
geous!”, “Boots and Saddles”, “Beginnings”, “FOB FOB”, “God’s Kids” — these 

are just a few of the many summer camp possibilities for children and young people 
ages 6 and older at our conference camp and retreat centers.  Look through one of the 

catalogs on the table outside the sanctuary or go online to www.casowasco.org 

AM Impact News 
 
Jr Highs have ad many discussions surrounding the Beatitudes.  Stop by the Jungle Room off 
the dining room to see the Beatitudes SuperHero drawings the Jr Highs created.  Jr Highs 
have also decided to incorporated some Bible Trivia into their studies.  Once a month, the Jr 
Highs will play Bible Trivia to help with gaining some knowledge on Bible through questions 
about the Old Testament, New Testament, History and Geography, Prophets and Miracles, 
Names, Letters, Numbers and Sequence, and Wisdom. 
 
Sr Highs continue with their confirmation class.   

There will be no AM Impact or Youth Group Activities on Mother’s Day May 13th so youth may spend 
time with their Moms! 
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Looking for a way to help the youth of St Paul’s?  On Sunday mornings, the youth gather before AM Im-
pact and Confirmation class to share a breakfast “snack”.  We are looking for parents or other members of the 
congregation who might be willing to provide us with the breakfast snack…please contact the Youth’s Food 
Coordinator, Jami Breedlove at DietMtDew@juno.com to signup for a Sunday.  

Youth Group News 
 
Jr High Youth Group participated in an overnight Lock-In on Friday, March 23rd.  They began their evening 
with competition in “survivor games”.  Some amazing shelters were built in the Harkness and Mott rooms by 
each team.  Teams competed in a food challenge, a scavenger hunt, a wrap the caterpillar challenge where a 
member of the team was wrapped up like a caterpillar in their cocoon, a limbo competition, dart toss, jump 
rope and tug of war all of which resulted in a tie!  Part of these “games” were to have youth think about how 
we work together as a team, how we relate to each other and how we can accomplish a great task in prepara-
tions for the 2008 mission trips.  Their overnight ended with the task of cleaning all the pews in the sanctuary 
to help prepare the church for Easter Sunday’s services.   
 
Sr High Youth Group participated in an overnight Lock-in on Saturday, March 24th.  They began their evening 
with a Yoga session with Jai Hari.  (THANK YOU JAI!)  It really set the mood for the evening in allowing the 
youth to connect to their spiritual selves.  They then traveled up to Cornell’s Observatory to explore their facil-
ity and hear about connections between science and faith with Ryan Yamada (THANK YOU RYAN!)  Upon 
returning the youth got the chance to explore the world of ice cream making with the use of liquid nitrogen. 
(THANK YOU DAN!) The incredible low temperature of the liquid nitrogen froze not only the cream for the 
ice cream, but a banana, and a grape or two!    
 
Thank you to all youth leaders for their continued dedication to the Youth Ministries Program.   
All their volunteer time really adds up! 

 
SR Highs 
 

May 5  St Paul’s Dining Room  — Time TBA 
  Dish-to-pass confirmation dinner for all Sr Highs in the confirmation class and their families. 
 

May 6  Confirmation class & Confirmation during worship 
 

May 20 Youth Group - Sweatlodge at Light on the Hill! (Postponed from April 15th)  
  Meet at St. Paul’s at 1 pm and return at 5 pm.  Plan to eat good lunch (nothing too greasy!) 
  before coming to this event and drink lots of water during the morning.  Water and snacks will 
  be available after the sweatlodge.  Cost is $5.00 per youth.  We will need parents to provide 
  transportation to and from this event. 
 
JR Highs 

 

May 6  AM Impact 
 

May 19-20 Overnight Trip — Location and costs to be determined 

Youth Events for MAY 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR Erika Benson (friend of Ruth Shan-
non), Enid Brown, Kalie Button (Marilou Slattery’s niece), 
Patty Murphy Cabot (Don McKechnie’s friend), Roy Coats, 
Danny Eastman, Bishop Violet Fisher, Jessie Helton, Shawn 
Mackereth (Marilou Slattery’s nephew), Kris-
tin McCartney, Justin Pellet (friend of Josette 
Garrison, Martha Seaman (Ruth Freeman’s 
sister), John Smith (Sallie Pure’s brother), 
George H. Smits (Ruth Keagle’s nephew), 
Dorothy Smits (Ruth Keagle’s mother), 
Laverne Snyder, Roy Stewart (Gary Stewart’s father), Bennett 
Thompson (Lisa Waldrop’s brother), Stewart Underwood, 
Emily Virkler (daughter of Paul and Barbara Eshelman), 
Margie Vorhis (a colleague of Lisa Waldrop), J.D. Whalen 
(Paul Waldrop's stepfather). 

Notes of Encouragement 
For all of those who would like to send notes of encour-
agement to Martha Seaman, following her car accident, 
cards may be sent to: 

Martha Seaman 
197 Genesee Street 

Geneva, NY  14456 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 

Deaths 
We extend our prayers and sympathies to Jacqueline 
Bonner, whose brother, Frank Bonner, died on Monday, 
March 26; to Lucille McBean, whose husband, Ernest 
McBean, died on Monday, March 26; to David Bell, 
whose sister Cindy Stevens, died on Monday, April 2; to 
Beverly Agard, whose husband, Dick Agard, died on 
Monday, April 9; and to Paul Eshelman, whose father, 
Eddie Eshelman, died on Friday, April 20. 

We pray for all of the people affected by the shootings 
at Virginia Tech, especially former St. Paulian Allen 
MacKenzie, who is a faculty member there. We are 
grateful that he was not injured. 

Please remember that we will start a new prayer list on the 
first Sunday of each month. If you wish to have someone 

listed or have their name remain on the list you will need to 
contact the church office each month at 273-5971 or 

info@stpaulsithaca.org. 
 

This policy helps the staff to keep updated on each  
person listed. Thank you. 


