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Dear St. Paulians, Greetings from Bosnia 
 We just returned from a full day in Zvornik along the Drina River. We de-
livered 1160 chicks and food to the women's organization in Vidakova Njiva. We 
know that it was exactly 1160 because St. Paulian Nancy Potter, along with friend 
Catherine Husa, counted each and every one while filling cardboard boxes for 
each woman while U.S. National Guard peacekeepers helped carry large bags of 
chicken food to waiting wheelbarrows and cars. A big thank you! to the children 
of St. Paul's Faith Explorers who paid for 249 chicks with their $124.71 offer-
ing! 
 George Gull took over 450 pictures so we can look forward to a slide show 
some time this summer. After delivering the chickens, we visited the women's club 
in Divic and delivered the yarn from United Methodist Women. George Gull pre-
sented them with pictures of UMW and the Boy Scouts. One thing they want to do 
with the yarn is make some gifts to send to UMW. While we sat around a table full 
of Bosnian food, across from our table, we saw the computer donated by St. Paul's 
last year. For the women of Divic, knowing they have friends at St. Paul's keeps 
their spirits and morale strong during these difficult years of rebuilding their com-
munity, especially when this friendship is one of interfaith (Christianity and Islam) 
at a time when this and their world is so in need of mutual respect and peace. 
Thank you St. Paul's for being a loving open community engaged in the world at 
home and abroad. With Appreciation, 
Christopher F. Bragdon 
Executive Director 
BILD - Bosnia Initiatives for Local Development 
97 Hasana Brkica Tuzla 75000 
Bosnia and Herzegovina tel/fax: 387-35-286-777 
www.bild-bih.org 

Collecting School Supplies 
We have an opportunity to greatly enrich the lives of school children in Bosnia and Guate-
mala.  All it takes to do this is to donate basic school supplies  - things we generally take 
for granted, but are unavailable for many young people. Pencils, crayons, notebooks, pa-
per, rulers, erasers, construction paper, back packs, etc. are needed. 
 

Please begin bringing donations to church starting May 7th at the Volunteer in Mission 
brunch.  We will continue receiving donations throughout the summer months. 
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Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Marilou J. Slattery 
 
Associate Pastor  
Bud Dolch 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director 
John W. White 

 

Organist 
Mike Lippert  
 
Chancel Choir Director 
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Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
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Co-Directors 
Sallie Pure and  
Lisa Cappello 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Children’s Discovery Groups  
and Faith Explorers 
Sunday, 10:45 AM 

 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:30 PM 

Lectionary Readings for May: 

May 7, 2006 
Psalm 23 
Acts 4:5-12 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 
 
May 14, 2006 
Psalm 22:25-31 
Acts 8:26-40 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 
 

May 21, 2006 
Psalm 98 
Acts 10:44-48 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 
 
May 28, 2006 
Psalm 1 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-16 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 
 



3 St. Paul’s Letter 

St. Paul’s has a lay leadership team called the Church Council. This team of about 20 members consists of 
chairs of all of the administrative committees (Finance Team, Trustees, Leadership Development Team, and 
Staff/Parish Relations), chairs of all of the program committees (Spirited Connections, Adult Spiritual Growth, 
Marketing, Stewardship, Local and World Missions, Older Adult Ministries, United Methodist Women), staff 
of the church, at-large members (3), and a chair.  
 
The purpose of the Council is to act as a decision-making body for the church, listen to the voices of members 
and respond to their concerns, set a direction and vision for the church, and act as a leadership team. The 
Council meets monthly to accomplish these tasks, and all are welcome to attend the meetings. 
 
Over the next several months, you will be introduced to members of Council during the 10:30 worship service. 
Members will be introduced weekly and will be reading the scripture for the service. In addition, we will occa-
sionally highlight work of the Council in this newsletter. 
 
If you would like to learn more about the work of the Council, please attend one of our meetings. You are also 
encouraged to reach out to a Council member with any questions, concerns, ideas, or suggestions you have. 
Leslie Sadler is the chair of the Council, and she is eager to hear from you. She can be reached by email at 
MLS73@cornell.edu or by phone in the evenings at 272-2753. 
 
One item currently on the agenda for the Council’s consideration is the 2005 Congregational Survey and how 
we have responded and are continuing to respond to what many of you shared on the survey. Look for more 
information in the near future! 

FROM CHURCH COUNCIL 

Staff News 
 

On May 1st, we welcome Ruth Keagle as the new quarter-time Coordinator of Youth Ministries!  Ruth is a long-time 
member of St. Paul’s and was an active youth group participant in the 1980’s.  In fact Ruth tells us that her experience 
on the senior high youth mission trip to St. Lucia “changed her life.”  She is now excited about this opportunity to get 
more involved again, helping the youth of St. Paul’s grow spiritually while having a great time!   
 

Director of Church Ministries Jacqueline Bonner says, “Ruth will be a wonderful addition to the staff.  Her positive atti-
tude and contagious energy is just what we need to continue developing and expanding our youth ministry!” 
 

Ruth has a BA in Human Development, and is a teacher at the Ithaca Community Childcare Center.  She and husband 
Jason have two children: Zachary, age 6 and Zoey, age 2. 
 

As we welcome Ruth as a paid staff member, we extend a huge and heartfelt 
“thank you” to Wendy Johnson who has served as the volunteer Interim Youth 
Ministries Coordinator since January.  Wendy has done an amazing job, investing 
hours each week in organizing, coordinating and communicating with youth, par-
ents and volunteers to keep the IMPACT AM and PM programs going during these 
months.  Thank you, Wendy!   
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From the Director of Stewardship and Business Ministries 
 

1. Stewardship Message- At the end of the day, as Bill lay dying; his minis-
ter came by to have a final word with him. She asked what did he most 
regret in his life? hoping to help him let go of any unfinished business in 
his life. He laughed, and said ‘Well, it certainly isn’t that I didn’t spend 
more time at work.” I suspect we can all relate to this thought, but…..If 
stewardship is about how we use our lives, fully in the service of God, 
what about those things we celebrate in our lives?  Relationships, church 
service, a job well done, community involvement- so many things to cele-
brate!   One of the most common ways we celebrate our church service in 
our death is remembering the church in our will.   Whether you choose to 
leave a set amount of money, or a percentage of your estate, it is a gift that 
keeps celebrating your love of the ministries of the church.  Later this year 
we’ll be offering a ‘Wills Seminar’ led by a local attorney, who can help you think through what you 
want your will to celebrate in your life.   

 

2. Changes in ….business procedures, #2 at St. Paul’s – Starting May 1, please use staff email ad-
dresses with first name initial, followed by last name and ending in @stpaulsithaca.org.  (For example, 
Greg Garvan is ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org).  We think this will make it much easier for you to send 
church business email. ….Space use is still being reviewed.  Please send any NON-Church requests 
directly to Greg Garvan, for now.  A few things are already clear, but others remain murky:  We have 
great space that has hard and soft costs associated with its use.  Hard means electricity, janitor, heat, 
etc.  Soft means time staff spends, volunteers spend, etc.  * Critical need- For our space use to be 
‘productive’ it is clear that we need to have at least 4-5 trained “building monitors”.  Right now we 
don’t formally have any.  Interested?  If any of you have expertise and/ or an interest in this area, 
pleases end me an email at ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org .  And I am still  wondering  out loud if a volun-
teer might be willing to coordinate space use requests, if they all came in via email…..a few hours 
work, tops, a week, and can be done from home.   

 

3. Stewardship Committee- On Tuesday May 2 at 7 pm. in the Good Shepherd Room you are invited to 
join in a no obligation, Stewardship Committee meeting!  Anyone who is curious, with or without ex-
perience in stewardship work, is invited to join us for an hour of looking ahead on what we’ll be work-
ing on over the next few years.  The Stewardship Committee at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
exists to educate and promote what is called ‘whole life stewardship’, based on our biblical understand-
ing.  Committee members are not primarily responsible for the financial management of the budget but 
are passionate cheerleader sorts, helping to grow people and extend mission. Our task of stewardship is 
the formation of the people of God into people who reflect God's generous character. This is a grace 
filled and grace fueled task that gives adequate room for the tension between grace and discipline in 
Christian formation.  If this speaks to you, please come on down and join us.  For more information or 
to volunteer, contact Greg at ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org    



St. Paul’s Letter 5 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO USHERS!!! 
David Bell wishes to send out a special public thank 
you to all those people, Sr. High's & adults, who par-
ticipated in St. Paul’s Usher duties for the month of 
March—including the Lift Every Voice Concert.   I 
thank you all, gratefully.   David Bell 

Mother/Daughter Tea 
The women of St. Paul's are planning another Mother/Daughter Tea. It was lots of fun last year and promises 
to be great this year as well. 
 

It will be held on Sunday, May 21st at 3:00 p.m. in the church dining room.  The program will focus on com-
mitment ceremonies, wedding traditions and clothing worn on those special occasions. 
 

We need your help!  Not only do we invite you to wear your gowns, bridesmaids dresses, mother of the bride 
or groom dresses, etc. but we would like photos of those special days.  We plan to make a display of photos. 
Attendees will be asked to "guess" the names of the persons in the photos. 
 

If you are willing to share your special photos, please mark your name and the date of the photo on the back.  
Bring it to the church and leave it in a specially marked box in the church office or give to Mary Lou Tenney 
on Sunday mornings beginning May 7th.  None will be accepted after May 18th. 
 

Mark your calendar for May 21 and join other St. Paul's women for a fun-filled afternoon. 
 

Birthday Greetings!! 
 

We would like to honor our “over 90” St. Paulians. Here 
are the names, dates, and addresses for the May birthdays.  
We invite you to send along a cheery greeting! 
 

Anne Schaff - May 11  

939 Savage Farm Drive, Ithaca 
 

Josephine Little – May 15 

1229 Trumansburg Road, Ithaca 
 

**We will get permission before listing your name. If you 
are over 90 and have a May birthday, but did not see your 
name—it means that we don’t have your birth date. 
Please call the church office and let Marilou know! 

Festival Chimes News 
 

The Festival Chimes Bell Choir will be participating 
in the 2006 Finger Lakes Handbell Festival on Sat-
urday, May 5th.   St. Paul’s Handbell Choir will be 
joined by five other handbell choirs from the Finger 
Lakes Area.  After a day of practicing, the choirs 
will play a concert at 7:30 pm at the Seneca Falls 
First Presbyterian Church.  If you enjoy the hand-
bells, why not support our choir, attend the concert 
in nearby Seneca Falls, and hear the joyous sound of 
bells?  If you need more details, see one of the choir 
members. 
 
Festival Chimes flower 
sale:  Please pick up the 
flowers you ordered on 
Saturday May 20th be-
tween 10:30-1 in the din-
ing room.  That room 
needs to be cleared of 
flowers for the 
Mother/Daughter Tea held 
later that afternoon.  We hope you enjoy your plants, 
and appreciate your support.   

AROUND THE CHURCH 
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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES THIS MONTH 
Eat at Church! 
Each month a diverse crowd of St. Paulians continues to gather for a fun and relaxed 
meal without an agenda before continuing on with their evening.  Mark your calendars 
now for the Thursday, May 4th. INFORMAL potluck/dish-to-pass dinner from 5:30-
7:30 in the Memorial Rooms.  Bring something SIMPLE to share and a desire to 
spend time with your church family.  If you’ve haven’t come to one yet, you’ll want to 
give this fun and laid-back evening a try! 

 

May 7th Brunch 
Everyone is invited to a brunch, after church, on May 7th.  The brunch is a benefit to support the many Volunteer in 
Mission projects undertaken by various folks at St. Paul's. After a delightful meal, there will be an opportunity to hear 
about some of these projects from the folks who are passionate about putting their faith into action.  There will also be 
some displays featuring projects in North Carolina, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Guatemala and yes, Ithaca, NY.  A free-
will offering will help with supplies needed for future projects.    
 

This will be an opportunity for St. Paulians to find out more ways in which they too, can become Volunteers in the fu-
ture.   Circle the first Sunday of May and join your friends at St. Paul's for brunch and information.  
 

Roundtable for Adults 
It’s not too late to join this round of St. Paul's intrepid Roundtable reading group!  The group has just begun John 
Dominic Crossan's In Search of Paul, a new vision of the Apostle Paul co-written with archeologist Jonathan Reed.  
This book challenges us historically and theologically as it examines Paul's life in the context of imperial Rome.  Join 
us for all, some or one of the lively bi-weekly book discussions on Wednesdays, May 10 and May 24.   The group 
anticipates finishing this book by early June.  Contact Karen Kaufmann, 257-0528, tunafiki@clarityconnect.com, with 
questions about the reading plan, or Jacqueline Bonner through the church office to purchase 
the book. 
 

A Mother’s Day Dance 
Need something to do for Mother’s Day? 

Here’s an idea hosted by the Spirited Connections Team and Senior High Youth: 

Saturday, May 13 from 7-9 PM in St. Paul’s Dining Room.  Bring the kids!  Childcare will 
be available!  Beverages and appetizers will be served, desserts will be for sale.  Bring your 
favorite dance music on CD (with your name on it).  $5 per person, $20 for a family.  Proceeds 
will fund a VIM/UMCOR project and Youth Ministries.  Advance tickets can be purchased 
from youth group members or in the church office.  Tickets will also be available at the door.   
 

Older Adults: Save the Date! 
Plans are being made for a luncheon for senior members of St. Paul's.  This will be an opportunity for fellowship with 
others in the congregation whom you may see on Sunday but haven't gotten to know.  A wise person once said, 
"Strangers are sometimes friends you just haven't met yet." 
 
The date is May 16 at 11:30 am at the Holiday Inn downtown.  $6.50 will get you lunch, parking, and a good time!  
Reservations needed.  Contact the church office, schurch@twncy.rr.com or 273-5971. 



 

 

Third Grade Bible Voyagers 
 

Spring is the time when the 3rd Graders embark on an exciting 
voyage through the Bible.  In this year’s Third Grade Bible class, 
the students will: 

 

• Learn how the Bible is organized and how to find scripture references. 

• Hear from some members of our congregation about how they read the Bible and what 
is their favorite verse or story in the Bible. 

• Understand some of the types of scriptures or scripture stories and why they are im-
portant.  Specifically I will be highlighting scriptures as:  Good Advice, Hero Stories, 
History of God’s People, Parables, and Poetry/Songs.   

• Feel our respect for them as growing Christians.   

• Memorize one or more Scriptures and share them with the congregation. 

 

Many thanks to the parents who are providing lunches for the hungry Bible scholars, and 
thanks to Becky Stoltzfus for teaching this year’s class. 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES 
April 30:  Brief Youth Council meeting followed by Impact PM 
May 13:  Senior High Youth decorate/setup at 4 PM, Dance 7-9 PM (Be sure to sign-up for a task) 
May 21:  Impact PM, details to follow 
June 4:  Impact PM, details to follow 
June 9-11:  Senior High Trip, contact Wendy to sign up (wjohnson@twcny.rr.com). 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
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Women of Faith 
 

At St. Paul’s we are blessed to have many strong role models of women of 
faith.  In fact, for our children growing up in this congregation it may be a 
strange notion to learn that some churches restrict the roles of women in 
church leadership! 
 

As we read the Bible, however, and we learn about church history, we discover that patriarchy has been the dominant 
way that the stories of God’s people have been told and recorded.  Still, we find many stories of strong, faithful 
women, and it is good to explore their stories. 
 

Our Faith Explorers, in May and June, will be learning about three women of faith—Dorcas, Lydia, and Priscilla—
from the early Christian church.  They represent wise and courageous women of faith who showed their love of God 
and Jesus through their faith and service.  They are role models reflecting the image of God for all of us.   
 

In addition, to these three women of faith from the life of the early church, the Faith Explorers will meet several 
women of faith from our own St. Paul’s family.  Through the stories and examples of all these women the children 
will have the opportunity to: 
 

• become familiar with the stories of Priscilla, Lydia, and Dorcas; 

• understand the importance of hospitality; 

• understand that women had an important role in the spreading of the Gospel; 

• understand that these women used their skills and resources in service to God; 

• come to know other women at St. Paul’s as spiritual leaders and women of faith. 
 

The memory verse for this unit comes from Paul’s letter to the Romans (12:12-13, NIV): 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God’s people who are in need.  Prac-
tice hospitality.” 

 

These verses are worth memorizing for all of us! 
 

A big round of applause for everyone who helped  
with the Love Lives Again unit! 
 

  

 Teachers Guides Supporters 

 Patty Sipman Maureen Stillman Lesley Yorke, Gathering Time 

 Robert Chapman Katherine Barnum Pam Gillow, Barbara Roth, Supplies  

 Nancy Lovell John Sammis John Bradburn, Patty Sipman, Becky 

 Yvonne Bilinski Leslie Byron  Stoltzfus, Lisa Cappello, and  

 Sara Culotta Nate Cady  Kevin Miller, Curriculum 

 Jaekah Chase Walter De Jong Sara Culotta, Michelle Eells, Staffing 

 Mary Bucknam  Sue Kiner, Substitute Teacher 

FAITH  

EXPLORERS 

(K—6th Grades) 
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Summer Camping at Casowasco or Aldersgate 
 
Campership Funds 
 
Each year St. Paul’s United Methodist Women provide assistance for fami-
lies in sending their children to summer camp at Aldersgate or Casowasco.  
Our intention is to provide help for those families who most need it.  If some 
assistance could make the difference in sending your children to camp, 
please contact the church office and let us know.  There is no criteria for 
these awards other than your participation at St. Paul’s.   
 

Let Us Know That You Are Registered 
 
Even if you will not be requesting campership funds, we would like to know what weeks your children will 
be at church camp so that we can remember them with a postcard from their church family. 

Area Congregations Together 
 
ACT invites us to its Annual Meeting, Tuesday May 2, 6:30 p.m. at St. James AME Zion Church.  
A panel of speakers from Ithaca's historic African-American churches will invite and challenge 
ACT, and its representatives from Ithaca's "mainline" congregations, to "Start a Dialogue" across 
racial and cultural lines.  St. James will provide dinner-- a fundraiser for their congregation-- for a 
donation of $7.  All are welcome to join in this celebration of interfaith, intercultural cooperation.    
  
ACT presents Special Resources for Aging Adults  
Faith Community Breakfast……… 
Thursday, May 4th from 7:45 – 9:00 AM at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
402 N. Aurora Street, Ithaca   ---    Free Street Parking until 9:00 A.M. 
 
ACT will continue its ACTivism on Thursday, May 4, at 8 a.m. here at St. Paul's, with a Community  
Breakfast for community, congregational and family caregivers working with our elderly and infirm popu-
lation.  Three community service agencies-- Pastoral Counseling Center, Community Dispute Resolution 
Center (CDRC), and Shared Journeys-- will discuss resources available for elders in areas that often fall 
between the cracks, including mental health, family disputes, and quality of life choices.  CDRC at 273-
9347 is taking (free!) breakfast reservations; or contact Karen Kaufmann for more information on this and 
other ACT projects. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Frank Bonner (Jacqueline 
Bonner’s brother), Clara Cameron, Tina Champion, 
Roy Coats, Art Kulp, Terry McKechnie (Don 
McKechnie's sister-in-law), Muriel Milks, Florence 
and Tom Mosher, Judy Nedrow (niece of Marian Van 
de Velde), Beverly Parker (friend of Don McKechnie), 
Roger Pierce, Roy Preston (brother of Marian Van de 
Velde), Wendy Rightmyer, Army Reservist George H. 
Smits (nephew of Ruth Keagle and grandson of for-
mer St. Paulian George J. Smits) 
 
Deaths Our prayers and sympathies go out to the 
friends and family of Anne Highland (Bill Highland’s 
sister-in-law) who died March 30, 2006. 
 

Please remember that we will be starting a new 
prayer list on the first Sunday of each month. If 
you wish to have someone listed or have their 
name remain on the list you will need to contact 
the church office each month at 273-5971 or 
schurch@twcny.rr.com. This new policy will help 
the staff to keep updated on each person listed. 
Thank you. 

PRAYER CHAIN 
We are beginning a new year for the prayer chain.  If 
you would like to come into this vital program, please 
call Elinor John at 273-0915.  If you are already in-
volved and find your circumstances have changed, 
making it necessary for you to remove yourself from 
the chain, call Elinor.  Thank you everyone for your 
participation in this ministry of St. Paul’s. 


