
A Reconciling 
Congregation 
where all are  

invited to share 
the Basics of 

God’s love with 
the world 

The Bible lesson for the first Sunday in Lent is about the temptation of Jesus in 
the wilderness immediately following his baptism. This image of the wilderness 
can be for us a metaphor of our engagement with God. Let’s face it, most of us 
are most deeply connected with God when we are dealing with difficult things.  
The season of Lent, however, is a time to engage intentionally. Historically, Lent 
has been a season for prayer, giving of alms, study, worship, fasting, and prepara-
tion. In this newsletter are opportunities for participation in the soul enhancing 
disciplines of the Lenten season. May you find these 40 days to be ones that bring 
you healing and renewal. 
  Blessings,  Rebecca Dolch 
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From the Pastor 

Services at 8:30 a.m. (Quiet service with Holy Communion) 
and 10:30 a.m. (Family service with music) 

 
March 4  Lent 2   A Disciple Deals with the Past 
  Rebecca Dolch preaches on 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
  Special music by the Festival Chimes and Chancel Choir 
 
March 11  Lent 3   A Disciple Deals with the Blues 
  Rebecca Dolch preacher 
  Special music by the Chancel Choir, “O vos Omnes”, and  
  Glory Singers, “Valley Song” 
 
March 18  Lent 4 — Rebecca Dolch preacher 
  Special music by Chancel Choir and Youth Choir 
 
March 25  Lent 5 — Rebecca Dolch preacher 
  Special music by Chancel Choir and Festival Chimes 

For the past 4 Sundays and for the first 2 Sundays of 
Lent, the theme for worship is “What is a Disciple?” 

A person can be a Christian by birth, exposure, and occasional participation in 
Church.  Being a Christian Disciple, however, is another level of commitment, 
awareness and intentionality.  Come and worship with your St. Paul’s family as 
we continue to explore the deeper realms of the Christian path.  

What is a Disciple? 
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Lectionary Readings for March: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Cindy K. DeLorme 
 
Loving Care Ministries 
Coordinator 
Donna Twardowski 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director & Organist 
John W. White 

Assistant Organist & 
Rehearsal Accompanist 
Andi Merrill 

 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s & Youth 
Choir Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—5:00PM 

March 4 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 or 9:28-36 
 
March 11 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 
I Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
 
March 18 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
II Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 
March 25 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
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From “Giving Up” to Expectation 
 
The Lenten season is a time of year that can sometimes be overwhelming with 
sorrow and sadness if we think about what Jesus endured in the days preceding 
his crucifixion. There are images that come to mind, memories of how this season 
was celebrated in our youth with “giving up” things for Lent; add to that the gray 
rainy days of spring, and it is be easy to be miserable. 
 
The good news of this season is that Hope is alive! Christ is within each bud on a branch, each chirp of a 
robin, each drop of rain that washes away the grime of winter. We anticipate each of these signs of His 
glory and the other bountiful gifts that are too numerous to mention, as we contemplate the meaning of the 
season. May the expectations of all that we know God in Christ to be, fill your spirit in these holy days.  
 
Donna Twardowski 
Loving Care Ministries Coordinator     

A special word of thanks to Leslie 
Sadler who prepared the February St. 
Paul’s Letter so that I could work on 

the Special Edition. 
You’re the greatest, Les!!! 

 

    Julie Schnepel 

Our Newsletter 
 
In her State-of-the-Church address, Rebecca described 
reading the newsletter as an act of spiritual service, and 
as a time for us to pray for all of the people and minis-
tries mentioned in the letter.  Many people work hard to 
make the newsletter happen, including the volunteers 
who prepare it for mailing, those who submit, collect, 
and edit all of the information, and, of course, the read-
ers.  This is the major form of communication between 
the church and many of our extended membership.  If 
you have an item you would like to submit to the news-
letter, you should do so by the 15th of the month before 
it is due to be published.   You can send it electronically 
to info@stpaulsithaca.org or hand it in to Cindy in the 
church office.   

Finance Campaign Update 
Many thanks to all of you who have responded to our second appeal for the 2007 budget.  We have received 
many revised pledges and one-time gifts, and we need approximately $8000 to reach our goal.  We want to 
encourage anyone who has not already pledged to consider doing so, even if you can commit only a small 
amount.  The commitment is very important, both to you and to the church.  Consider your daily expenditures, 
and if you have only 25 cents per day to give, make a pledge to St. Paul’s for $91 a year or $7.50 a month. 

 

When Church Council voted to approve the 2007 budget with the shortfall, they did so with the condition that 
the budget would have to be adjusted if we did not raise the full amount by March.   The area of the budget 
that is most likely to be cut first is the staff portion, and we really do not want our staff to have to bear the 
brunt of this burden as they have in years past.  Please do what you can.  Every pledge counts! 
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St.Paul’s Connections 
Brunch!  New friends!  Information!  You are invited to attend our next 
"Exploring St. Paul’s Afternoon" on Sunday, March 18 from 11:30 am to 
2:30 pm.  Whether you're interested in becoming a member or 
just want to learn more about St. Paul's, you will enjoy this re-
laxed, fun and informative afternoon.   

Exploring St. Paul’s 

Sunday, March 18 

11:30 am—2:30 pm 

The Environmental Spirituality 
Discussion Group began in re-
sponse to the message of Al 
Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth and 
the desire among many St. 
Paulians to honor our commit-
ment to be faithful stewards of 
God’s creation.  We will meet 
after the 10:30 am service each 
Sunday in the Good Shepherd 

Room to discuss perception of the sacred in nature and 
the actions we can take.  We will also be reading Find-
ing God in the Singing River.  For more information, 
contact Lee Bailey at ladibg@earthlink.net. 

If you are looking for a more intimate connection at 
St. Paul’s and you love to sing, consider joining the 
Choir.  Chancel Choir, the traditional choral music 
ensemble at St. Paul’s, is a warm and welcoming 
group of people who love to sing and share that love 
with others.  The choir plays an integral role in the 
weekly worship service through their musical offer-
ings.  Rehearsals are Thursday evenings from 7:30—
9:00 pm and Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.  

 
This spring, the Chancel Choir 
will offer Schubert’s Mass in G 
as the major work of the season.  
If you are interested in joining 
the choir for this major work, or 

if you want to sing with the choir on a regular basis, 
please contact Lorrene Adams at 256-3216, or talk to 
any Chancel Choir member. 

Join the Chancel Choir! 

The Protestant Cooperative Ministry of Cornell University and The Wesley Foundation 
would like to announce scholarship opportunities available to eligible undergraduate and 

graduate Cornell students. 
 

The William P. Kocher Scholarship is a merit-based award available to students belonging to United Method-
ist, Presbyterian Church (USA), American Baptist or United Church of Christ faiths, OR active in the Protes-
tant Cooperative Ministry at Cornell. 
 
The Albright Scholarship is a need-based award for affiliates of the United Methodist Church only.  
  
The deadline for both scholarships is March 30, 2007.  Applications are available at G-7, Anabel Taylor Hall, 

Cornell University, or online at http://www.rso.cornell.edu/pcm/. 

A group of St. Paulians and our Spirited Connections Ministry Team invite you to be their guests 
for an afternoon that includes brunch (all food provided!), an informative presentation by senior 
pastor Rebecca Dolch and plenty of opportunity to ask questions and meet new people. Childcare 
will be provided if you RSVP to Jacqueline in the church office, 273-5971, by Wednesday, 
March 14. 

Eco-Spirituality Group 
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Stewardship 
A very clear 'Pat on the Back' award is due to the over 200 St. Paulians who not only 
made a pledge for 2007 but increased our average pledge amount by around $100, up to 
approximately $1792 per year.  This is an amazing and generous gift, and the ministries 
will all be the better for it.  Now, to help our brothers and sisters in Christ who are not 
yet pledging members, we need to offer some incentive.  And wouldn't you know it, the 
Stewardship edition of the newsletter just showed up in my mailbox, and the last FAQ, 
(frequently asked question) is all about why pledging is important to our church.  Thank 
you Julie and newsletter team for exquisite timing!  For those of you who are not yet 
pledgers, please prayerfully consider making a commitment to the church.  It is never 
too late to make this commitment. 
 
For much of this year we will be talking about what it means to be a Christian disciple, and what it really 
means for us to follow God's word.  At the heart of discipleship is the desire to make a commitment to turn our 
lives over to God.  Part of that commitment involves looking at how we use our time, and our talents, and our 
money.  Pledging shows an intention, a covenant way, that we are giving our resources over to do God's work. 
 
One of the desires expressed by St. Paulians in the Congregational Audit of 2005 was that we wanted more 
stewardship education.  We want to know more about how we can be faithful stewards of God’s gifts and 
about all of the ways in which we can grow as disciples of Christ.  It is exciting to be part of this process of 
discovery and growth, and we are looking for others who would like to participate in this ministry by joining 
the Stewardship Committee.  If you are interested, please contact Greg Garvan at 
greg@moneywithamission.com 

Stewardship Education:  The Gift of Prayer 

What a wonderful example Bud Dolch’s grandmother, Lauretta Dolch, set for all of us on the spiri-
tual gift of prayer.  Rebecca told the story of how Grandmother Dolch wrote letters to her family 
and, in every letter, she told them that she prayed for them every single day.  In this simple, yet in-
tentional act, she was being a faithful steward of her family and of God.  Her prayers made a differ-
ence in the lives of Bud and Rebecca and their family. 
 

We can all make a difference in someone’s life!  The gift of prayer is one of the many ways that we can be 
faithful stewards of God’s creation, and it is a way all of us—rich or poor, young or old, healthy or ill—can 
give back to God. 
 
As members of St. Paul’s, we all pledge to support the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our 
service.   We can pray for members who are sick, for our minister and staff, for the ministry areas, for the con-
ference, and the worldwide missions of the Methodist Church.  We can even pray for the furnace and the 
budget and attendance at church events.   
  
Our prayers need not be eloquent, nor do they have to be said out loud.  We only need to open our hearts to 
God.  What an amazing gift! 
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Adult Spiritual Growth 

Lenten Supper and Program 
Wednesday, March 7, 2007 

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Light Supper 
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm Lenten Music Program 

led by Julie Schnepel 
Memorial Rooms 

Come join us for dinner and a program devoted to the music of the Lenten Season.  We will 
sing hymns and learn about some of the music that has been inspired by the Passion of Christ.  
A light supper of soup and bread will be provided, and the discussion will be led by St. Paulian 
and historical musicologist, Julie Schnepel.  Sponsored by the Adult Spiritual Growth Team.  

Childcare will be provided during the program.   

Confirmation 
Senior High Confirmation classes have started under the direction of Rev. Rebecca Dolch, 
assisted by Ryan Yamada.  So far fourteen youth have studied rituals: what they are, what 
rituals we have in our lives, the rituals in a worship service and in Christianity.  We have 
also talked about Spiritual Gifts—talents and qualities that God has given us which also 
help others. It was interesting watching each person decide what their qualities are and what 
spiritual qualities they would like to have. Confirmation meets on Sunday mornings from 
9:30-10:15.  Breakfast snacks are served in the dining room starting at 9:15 for all middle 
school and high school students.  Confirmation is planned for Sunday, May 6.  

Meditations for Lent — from the Hearts of our Fellow St. Paulians 
 
Thanks to all of you who submitted scriptures, stories, prayers, and other guides to meditation for our Lenten 
Devotional Booklet.  This very special resource will be available soon.   
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St. Paul’s Annual Adult Retreat 

The Discipline of Forgiveness 

Light on the Hill Retreat Center, Spencer 
  
From former St. Paulian, Rev. Dr. Carrie Call, this year’s adult retreat leader: 

Last year we all heard the story of the 'Amish School Shooting.'  A man armed with a gun entered an Amish 
school and ended up killing several children before taking his own life.  In the midst of this tragedy we learned 
that the Amish community had taken the step of visiting the gunman's family and proclaiming forgiveness to 
the shooter.  Most would agree that their example was one of Christ-like response in the face of suffering and 
loss.  But the story also pushes us to ask, "Could I forgive such an affront?"  
 
On the other hand, Elie Wiesel, when reflecting on the reality of the Holocaust declares that there are some 
people who do not deserve forgiveness or compassion.  We are usually left somewhere in the middle, between 
these two poles. 
 
I want to invite you to come to the Saturday to Sunday, March 3 & 4 adult retreat, where we will explore 
the question of forgiveness and its role in our lives. No one doubts that forgiveness is a 'core commitment' of 
Christianity.  But what does it look like?  How do we know when it's real? How does one actually "do" the 
work of forgiveness?  During our time together we will look at scripture, engage in personal reflection, hear 
some lessons from psychology, and more.  We will also consider not just interpersonal forgiveness, but for-
giveness on a grand scale, such as in South Africa and the Middle East.  
 
Forgiveness remains one of the most difficult commandments Jesus gave us.  Come and explore what it means 
for you.  Please note: This time together is a time of exploration.  There will never be any pressure for you to 
forgive or forget any harm done to you personally.  It will just be a time to explore possibilities and different 
view points. All are welcome. 
 

It’s not too late--we still have several openings.  Sign up now! 

The Discipline of Forgiveness Adult Retreat 
Saturday-Sunday, March 3-4, 2007 

 

Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone____________________________ E-mail__________________________________ 
 
Please make your $98 check payable to St. Paul's United Methodist Church, include “Adult Retreat” in the 
memo line, and return this form with your registration fee to the church office, attention Jacqueline. 
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The Book of Psalms is the Bible's songbook.  In an era before iPods, this collection of songs served as the pri-
mary resource for singing our faith.  Our study of the Psalms will focus on the different purposes for which 
the songs were written.  Some psalms praise God's amazing creation, some are cries for help in time of need, 
some praise the spiritual leaders of the community.  Many of us have memorized psalms as a spiritual exer-
cise, and students will learn Psalm 23, some of the best-loved verses in the Bible. 
  
Learning objectives for the Psalms Unit include: 

• Locate the book of Psalms in the Bible 
• Learn attributes about the Psalms—writing style is poetry, used in music, praise, and prayer as part of 

worship, many were written by David 
• Memorize Psalm 23 and other passages 
• Appreciate God’s amazing creation with wonder and awe  
• Experience the Psalms as praise and as a cry for help and refuge 
 

Five Workshops invite the children into deeper understanding of the Beatitudes: 
 

Art/Refuge Workshop: Children will create a refuge out of raw materials in nature to provide 
shelter for a small creature.  Based on Psalms 46 and 57. 
 
Nature Workshop: Children will listen a wide variety of animal sounds and match them to pic-
tures.  We will read a celebration of God's creation in the story On the Day You Were Born by 
Debra Frasier. Based on Psalm 148. 
 
Games/Movement Workshop:  Children will use large motor movement as an aid to memoriz-
ing Psalm 23. 
  
Writing/Choral Reading Workshop:  Children will learn that Psalms are like poetry and will 
learn to recite some Psalms; they will also compose their own psalm.  
 
Music Workshop: Children will make a joyful noise to the Lord, including making their own 
musical instrument.  Based on Psalm 150.  

 

Faith Explorers (K-6th Grades) 

“Psalms: The Soundtrack to Your Spiritual Life” 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!  This is the day that the 
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.                              Psalm 118:1, 24 
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Important Notes for Parents: 
• The children are dismissed to the Faith Explorers program following the Time with Young 

Christians in the 10:30 worship service (usually about 10:45-10:50). 
• Thank you for helping your child(ren) bring an offering each Sunday. 
• Please look for your children after 11:45 (or after the service lets out—whichever is later), in the 

Memorial Rooms during our Fellowship time. We ask your help in reinforcing good manners 
with the snacks on the tables. 

Faith Discovery Group 

 
We continue to enjoy wonderful, interactive stories and activities in our Faith Discov-
ery Group Class (ages 3-4).  In March we’ll be learning about the Psalms, the Bible’s 
song book. 
 
Faith Discovery Group succeeds with the help of two adult roles:  the Teacher shepherds the children 
within a consistent structure, and the Storyteller brings the unique piece of the bigger story each 
week.  Teachers serve for a two-month period, while Storytellers come in for just one Sunday, or can 
help out on multiple Sundays during each two-month unit.  Storytellers could be parents or non-
parents—anyone who enjoys seeing and helping young children discover something new! 
 
You can help too!  Both the Teacher and Storyteller roles are structured in a way to make it as easy as 
possible to help out.  We’ll provide brief, but specific, training before each unit that orients you to your 
role, preparing you for a good experience helping our youngest “faith explorers” begin discovering Bible 
stories in an exciting, accessible form. 
 
Contact anyone on our Leadership Team:  Steve Johnson (257-0969), Beth Mudge (273-2367), or Kevin 
Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, 273-5971 

Calendar 
 
March 4:  Psalms Unit, Session 1 
March 11:  Psalms Unit, Session 2 
March 18:  Psalms Unit, Session 3 
March 25:  Psalms Unit, Session 4 
April 1: Psalms Unit, Session 5 

The Gathering Time:  Each Faith Explorers Session begins with a 10-15-minute time with all 
the children gathered together in the Carpenter’s Workshop. The children participate in their 
own corporate worship including singing, the reading of scripture, and an offering. Fifth and 
sixth grade students receive mentoring and provide leadership for  the Gathering Time. 

Questions about Faith Explorers? 
 

Contact Kevin Miller, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries, 
273-5971, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org who can refer you to a 
team member from one of our four leadership teams: Invite 
and Connect, Curriculum, Communications and Events, or 
Building and Props.  
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St. Paul’s “Fun & Fellowship Retreat”   April 20-22, 2007 
Calling all St. Paulians who would enjoy a fun, lightly structured weekend at the Casowasco Retreat Center!  
We’re in the midst of winter now, but we can look forward to warmer weather by the end of April!  Renew old 
friendships and begin new ones as you experience the emergence of spring in this beautiful setting.  Singles, 
couples, and families of all ages are welcome!  Our setting this year, once again, is the masterfully-restored 
Galilee lodge!   
 
Here’s what some participants said about last year’s retreat: 
 

“The retreat was truly intergenerational, with enough options to keep happy both the noisy, hyper-active 
older folks, AND the slower-moving, more sedentary young people.”   

David Lennox 
 
“There were so many things that we enjoyed about last year’s retreat—playing games with children, youth 
and adults all together; walking the trails; and the food is always great!  It’s a great time for multi-
generational fun.  And staying in the mansion (Galilee) made the retreat even more exciting for all. 

Doug Dockstader 
 
“What did I enjoy last year?  Fun of all kinds; fellowship with all ages; birds, beavers and wildflowers; no 
cooking and no dishes!”          Beth Mudge 

 
This year’s retreat will begin Friday evening at 7:00 pm and continue through Sunday’s noon meal.  The costs 
for the full weekend are $128 per person for adults and youth over the age of 12, $41 for children ages 5-12, 
and children age 4 and under are free.  Families with three or more children are only charged for the first two 
children.   
 
We encourage you to submit this registration form with a $100 deposit to reserve your space.  (We’re limited 
to 25 in Galilee.)  If the costs are prohibitive for you, please speak with Kevin Miller as some scholarship sup-
port is available.  You can reach Kevin at the church office, 273-5791, or kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Name _________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Adults Planning to Attend________________________ 
 
Number of Children (Include Ages) _________________________ 
 
$100 Deposit Enclosed                                 $__________________ 



St. Paul’s Letter 11 

March Acolyte Schedule 
March 4 March 11 March 18 March 25 

Tyler Pure  
Gabe Miller 
Kayla Eells 
Laura Fegley 
Haley Sammis 
Lily Summers 

Rachel Waldrop 
Ben Stewart 
Alex Kilts 
Bella Culotta 

John Bradburn 
Saia Meyerhoff 
Stephanie Miles 
Honor Meyerhoff 

Ben Lillard 
Alissa Pure 
Aleta Tessaglia-Hymes 
Elizabeth Cappello 
 

     AM Impact News 
• Jr Highs have begun their “Jesus stories” unit—they are exploring the life of Jesus to dis-
 cover who Jesus is and the things he did. 
• Sr Highs continue confirmation class.    
 
 

Youth Group News 
Sr Highs had another try at Cornell’s indoor climbing wall.  Thanks to Amber Brown, one of St Paul’s newest 
members, who went along to help out!       
 
Jr Highs had an afternoon filled with the smell of chocolate as they melted chocolate and pour it into molds.  
They learned about how to combine colors to make some special Valentine creations to share with their family 
and friends.  
 
 Due to the heating situation, a few youth events needed to be postponed.  Watch your newsletter and church 
bulletin for a new date for the Fundraiser Brunch which will be raising funds for the 2008 Jr and Sr High 
Mission Trips and some programming events.  

Looking for a way to help the youth of St Paul’s?  On Sunday mornings, the Youth gather 
before AM Impact and Confirmation class to share a breakfast “snack”.  We are looking for par-
ents or other members of the congregation who might be willing to provide us with the breakfast 
snack…please contact the Youth’s Food Coordinator, Jami Breedlove at DietMtDew@juno.com 
to signup for a Sunday.   
 
Also the weekend of March 23rd-25th the youth will be taking turns having a Lock-In (overnight 
at the church) and will be in need of breakfast for Saturday for the Jr Highs and Sunday for the 
Sr Highs.  If you would like to provide breakfast or funds for breakfast supplies, contact Youth 
Ministries Coordinator, Ruth Keagle at roo727@twcny.rr.com or leave a message at 564-9614 
or with the church office. 
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Loving Care Ministries 
  
People have asked me why I wanted this position of Loving Care Ministries 
Coordinator. To start, it comes from a core belief in the dignity of every hu-
man being throughout the lifespan. If you look at the education I have had 
throughout my life, it would all point to that basic belief. My first degrees 
were in education; unfortunately I graduated from college just after all the 
teaching jobs were filled, and there were a glut of teachers. If I had started 

teaching then I could retire this year after 30 vested years! 
 After various and sundry jobs which were not fulfilling my basic belief, I returned to school to pursue a 
degree in Occupational Therapy. While God was really calling at that time, my life situation was such that 
seminary would not have been supported at that time. The caring for others in this profession allows for inter-
action and intervention across the lifespan. I was blessed when I was asked to join academia as I then could 
train others to care for others. How great is that! I estimate that over the course of my years in academia, I 
taught well over 600 future therapists and provided therapy to innumerable clients.  
 Seminary and pastoral caregiving are the loves of my life. I cannot believe how fortunate I am to be in 
this space and time. I am learning so much in seminary and by the time I am finished (only one more year!) I 
will have completed 7 courses in pastoral care. It is by the grace of God that these particular courses were of-
fered during my time there (the rotation of courses is on a three year cycle). There is absolutely no way St. 
Paul’s was even on my radar screen a little over 3 years ago when I stared seminary, and look where God has 
chosen for me to be today! 
 Looking back, it was indeed God managed circumstances that there were no teaching jobs 30 years 
ago, that I didn’t attend seminary at the time I heard God’s voice the first time, and that I walked into St. 
Paul’s at a time in my life three years ago when I needed to be closer to God, and found myself home in this 
community. Everyday I give thanks for this opportunity to be with you and look forward to seeing what God 
has next in store for me and this community in this amazing journey we call life.  
 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all you soul, and with all your mind. And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as your self.” (Matt 22:36-39 NRSV) 

Sharing Thoughts from 
Donna Twardowski 

Loving Care 
Ministries Coordinator 

Youth Events for March 
 

March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th – Jr Highs AM Impact and Sr Highs Confirmation class 
 
Sunday, March 11th – Youth Group for both Groups- bring a bag lunch  
• Jr Highs will be working on a service project within the church – plan to bring clothes to change into that 

can get messy 
• Sr Highs –activity TBA 
 
Friday, March 23rd Jr Highs will have another Lock-In with a special theme of “It’s Your Birthday!”  Youth 
should bring a gift worth $5.00 for a gift exchange, your sleeping bag, pillow, and change of clothes. “Check 
in” will be about 5:00pm with a “check-out” time on Saturday of 10am. 
 
Saturday, March 24th Sr Highs will have their first Lock-In of the year, with a special theme of “Yoga/Faith 
and Science”.  All Sr Highs are welcome to come learn some yoga, and take a journey to Cornell for a view of 
the Fuertes Observatory.  Youth should bring sleeping bag, pillow, and change of clothes. 
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The Flower Guild invites everyone to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of a 
loved one.  In addition to beautifying our sanctuary during the holy Easter season, many of 

these traditional lilies will be delivered to St. Paul's members through our 
Loving Care Team. 

 
After the Easter season, some of you may wish to take one of the re-
maining lilies home with you, or give it to a friend or relative.  
(Please remember that, because of the transitory nature of flowers, 
several memorial plants die before the end of the Easter season.  Un-
fortunately, this cannot be helped.) 
 
 
The minimum donation requested is $15.  Please make checks pay-
able to St. Paul's United Methodist Church. 
 

To be included in the bulletin, orders must be received in the office by Sunday, March 25th.  
 

 
Enclosed is $____________for an Easter lily. 
 
Please specify:  
 In memory of  ________________________________________  

      or 
In honor of      ________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
Given By    ______________________________________________ 
 
Address      ______________________________________________ 
 
Telephone  ______________________________________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________________________________ 
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UMW Officers Installed in February 
 

President   Jane Zimmer   Spiritual Growth Coordinator  Ardith Bennett 
Vice President        Carolyn Longhouse  Social Action Coordinator            Priscilla Lawrence 
Secretary  Julie Weeks   Membership Nurture & Outreach Christine Stockwell 
Treasurer          Mary Lou Tenney  Reading Program & Resources Barbara Wernham 
       St. Paul’s Baby Blankets  Elinor John 

The United Methodist Women has set in motion a year-round collection for the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief kits. The need is always with us and UMCOR is in place to meet many needs at home and 
abroad at any time but they need to have the materials at hand to do this.  
 
Many churches have begun year-round collections and have found it works well. Each month we will be col-
lecting two items for a Baby Layette kit. 
 
During the month of March, we are collecting receiving blankets and baby washcloths.  You may leave your 
donation in the UMCOR Layette Bin in the hall outside the sanctuary. If you wi sh, a monetary contribution 
may be given to Elinor John or Mary Lou Tenney, and they will be happy to shop for you.  We will also need 
monetary gifts to cover the cost of $1.00 per kit to be sent to UMCOR to cover their processing/shipping costs.   

Campbells Labels 
 
We continue collecting labels from the Campbells products.  However, the portion to be saved has changed.  
We need the part that has the bar code with the little face of the Campbell Soup kid next to it.   You may still 
give us the entire label but be sure that section is intact. 
 
As most of you are aware, we send these to the Neighborhood Center in Utica for their redemption.  They can 
also use the BoxTops for Education found on the General Mills products.  Keep them coming—we sent over 
2500 in 2006.  Leave them in the white Labels Box on the shelf in the mailroom. 
 
Our thanks to Enid Brown for her help these last few years.  She is unable to continue in this roll and we 
would welcome a volunteer from the congregation to snip and clip the labels for sending.  We will take care of 
mailing them.  If you contribute to this important ministry, contact Elinor John at church or 273-0915. 
  

United Methodist Women 

March Collection Items 

Receiving blankets & baby washcloths 
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United Methodist Women (UMW) 
 
Just who are the United Methodist Women anyway?  What makes belonging to this group of women so excit-
ing?  What do they do in Ithaca, NY and around the world? 

 
The UMW is a world wide organization of Methodist Women whose mission is to make the 
world a better place by assisting women and children to live better, learn more and improve their 
lives.  In a commendation made by Rev. John Nuessle at a recent North Central NY Annual Con-
ference he stated “the United Methodist Women are the lifeblood of the church, giving more as a 
group to missions than the whole church combined.”   Our local UMW unit contributed $3200 for 
this effort in 2006. 

 
Locally, St. Paul’s UMW annually supports GIAC with a $1000 gift toward scholarships, supports St. Paul’s 
Camperships with a $500 gift, works to fill the needs of UMCOR, our United Methodist Relief Organization, 
with supplies for relief and for infant layettes (see facing page), and this past year has sent $2000 to help the 
women of Divic, Bosnia in their struggle to reestablish homes that were destroyed by war.  Our women knit 
baby blankets for new babies at St. Paul’s, sweaters, hats, and mittens for children in need, and prayer shawls 
for anyone who would be blessed by having one. 
 
All of the funds we give are raised through pledges to the UMW, the annual Rummage Sale, gift card sales and 
special dinners. 
 
The exciting thing about all of this is that we REALLY ARE making a difference in peoples lives.  We are do-
ing God’s work where it is needed most.  Every woman of the congregation is considered a member of the 
UMW.  We are blessed here at St. Paul’s to have such talented and resourceful women, and you are all encour-
aged to become active in St. Paul’s UMW.  If you can’t come to the meetings, you can still participate by knit-
ting a baby blanket or becoming involved in special events.  New members breathe new life into the organiza-
tion. 
 
To become involved contact one of the following UMW leaders:  
Jane Zimmer (256-1978) 
Carolyn Longhouse (257-7442) 
Mary Lou Tenney (277-6510). 

Spotlight on Our Ministries 

Each month, the St. Paul’s Letter will devote special attention to one of our many ministry areas, so that we 
can learn more about the ways in which St. Paulians connect with one another, with the community, and with 
God.  All ministry areas welcome new participants.  Contact Jacqueline Bonner or the church office for more 
information.   
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bon-
ner’s brother), Enid Brown, Patty Murphy Cabot (Don 
McKechnie’s friend), Bishop Violet Fisher, Gail Fiske, 
Jessie Helms, Elton Schaal (Dorothy Preston’s father), 
Martha Seaman, George H. Smits (Ruth Keagle’s 
nephew), Dorothy Smits (Ruth Keagle’s mother), 
Laverne Snyder, Charlotte Stephenson, Roy Stewart 
(Gary Stewart’s father), Barbara Turnpenny (Joanne 
Turnpenny’s mother). 
 
 
 
We extend our prayers and sympathies to the family and 
friends of Ken Hover, whose mother died on January 
21; to Karen Jordan, whose father, Frank L. Jordan, died 
on January 25; and to Anne Brinton, whose mother, 
Kate Brinton, died on January 26. 

Please remember that we will start a new prayer 
list on the first Sunday of each month. If you wish 
to have someone listed or have their name remain 

on the list you will need to contact the church office 
each month at 273-5971 or  

info@stpaulsithaca.org. 
 

This policy helps the staff to keep updated on each 
person listed. Thank you. 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 


