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St. Paul’s Letter 
June 2007 

Thinking about your vacation or time off?  Do you need time for “your soul to 
catch up with your body” as the old saying goes? 
 
(The following is an excerpt from the May 13 sermon about “Soul Restoration.”) 
 
One of the reasons we practice prayer, meditation, and reading of 
scripture is that God speaks to us through the soul and tells us 
when we need to stop and be quiet, or get going and be engaged. 
 
 
I think one reason Psalm 23 is so beloved is that it explains how soul restoration 
works: 
  God makes me lie down in green pastures, 
  God leads me beside still waters. 
  God restores my soul. 
 
One of the Ten Commandments from the Old Testament declares: Remember the 
Sabbath day, and keep it holy.  The Biblical story goes: God spent 6 days creating 
the world, and on the seventh day, God rested.  The concept of the Sabbath is that 
God set up the world, creating space for rest and renewal, to allow the nurturing 
love, comfort, stillness, and voice of God to restore us.  The Sabbath is about rest-
ing from labor by remembering and worshipping God.  The Sabbath is also about 
an attitude of caring for the soul, making time and space for renewal. 
 
My hope is that whether our Sabbath time is 6 months, 6 weeks, 6 days, or 6 
hours, that we will use time this summer for soul restoration. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rebecca Dolch 

From the Pastor 

Rev. Bob McCune is Pastor-in-Charge while Rev. Rebecca Dolch is on vacation.  
To contact Bob, call the church office at 273-5971 

or his cell phone at 351-3017. 
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Lectionary Readings for June: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Cindy DeLorme 
 
Loving Care Ministries 
Coordinator 
Donna Twardowski 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director & Organist 
John W. White 

Assistant Organist & 
Rehearsal Accompanist 
Andi Merrill 

 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s & Youth 
Choir Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours (Summer) 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—1:00PM 

June 3 
Psalm 8 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Romans 5:2-5 
John 16:12-15 
 
June 10 
Psalm 146 
1 Kings 17:8-24 
Galatians 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17 

June 17 
Psalm 5:1-8 
1 Kings 21:1-21a 
Galatians 2:15-21 
Luke 7:36-8:3 
 
June 24 
Psalm 42 
1 Kings 19:1-15a 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 
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Early morning service: Our summertime asset 
 
St. Paul's is a place filled with high-profile moments, of grand events and community, of discovery, sorrow 
and joy.  Conversely, our beloved church has elements that are a little more low-key, or even under the radar. 
One might file St. Paul's first service in that sector, a hidden treasure of sorts, though highly recommended. 
 
The ambiance of 8:30 am worship is peaceful and personal. There is contemplative music and ample time for 
sharing, joys, and concerns. The early service is a throwback of sorts, to that old country church, where souls 
are prayed for and/or even subtly bared, where high points and challenges are embraced by folks in the pews. 
 
The service features singing, communion, and Rev. Dolch's sermon in a setting that lends itself to spiritual 
meditation and hope.  It's a wonderful opportunity on any given Sunday, but a special community asset come 
summertime. From one St. Paulian to friends old and new, if you haven't done so already, check out the 8:30 
service. It's good stuff, on many levels.       —Gary Stewart 

Worship Schedule for June 
8:30 a.m. Early Service with Communion 
10:30 a.m. Worship with Special Music 

 
 

 June 3  Rev. Robert McCune preaching (Rev. Dolch at Annual Conference) 
   Peace with Justice Sunday 
 
 June 10 Chancel Choir — Schubert Mass 
   Preacher: Andrew Highland, recent graduate of Chandler Seminary in 
   Atlanta, Georgia and St. Paulian since childhood 
 
 June 17 Father’s Day 
   Dialogue Sermon:  Rev. Bob McCune and Dr. Greg Eells 
 
 June 24 Reconciling Sunday 
   Rev. Bob McCune preaching 
 
****The Pulpit exchange with Calvary Baptist Church has been changed to August 12.**** 

Church Tour  
Have you ever wanted to explore some of the nooks and crannies in this huge, his-
toric building?  Or simply wanted to know how to find the gym (yes, St. Paul’s has 
a gym!)?  Plan to stay after worship for about 20 minutes for a brief Church Tour 
on Sunday, June 24.  Meet Lori Bushway, one of our Spirited Connections Tour 

Guides, at the front of the sanctuary at the conclusion of the postlude.  
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Around the Church 

Come and join 50 years of church and community friends cele-
brating St. Paul's Weekday Nursery School's first half century!  
We'll be meeting at Cass Park on Sunday, June 10th  3-5 pm. 
 
Cake, bubbles, face painting, school pictures from over the years, 
and musical entertainment will be provided by our current chil-
dren at 4 pm.   Look for us at the pavilion near the turtle.  All are 
welcomed!  Questions?  Check with Beth Mudge or Elaine 

Spertles’ Summer Activities 

June 18 at 1:00 p.m. — Meeting at Carolyn Longhouse’s 
home.  Bev Hartz will talk about “The Mission at the 
Racker Center”. 
 
July 16 at 6:00 p.m. — UMW Annual Picnic at Cass Park.  
Bring a dish to pass and table service.  Beverage will be 
provided. 
 
August — To be arranged — Train Trip and Lunch in 
Owego.  As soon as we get a date we’ll let you know. 
 

Mark your calendars now so you won’t miss the fun and 
fellowship.   

You are invited to join your Older Adult friends for Dinner and a Movie -- on us. 
 

Walter Pidgeon, Maureen O'Hara, and Roddy McDowall star in the 1941 film How Green Was My Valley, a 
story of life in a late-19th-century Welsh coal mining town.  After the movie we will enjoy dinner (provided 
by the Older Adult Team) and good fellowship.  Someone will be calling for your reservation. If parking or 
transportation is a problem, tell the person who calls you and arrangements will be made. 

St. Paul's Older Adult June Activity 

Tuesday, June 5th, 4:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

St. Paul’s Memorial Rooms 

“Summertime and the Livin’ is Easy!” 
 
St. Paul’s Eat at Church! pot-
luck dinners continue through 
the summer on Thursdays, 
June 7, July 5 and August 2, 
5:30 – 7:30 pm in the Memo-
rial Rooms.  Come and share 

an easy evening with your St. Paul’s family at 
one or all of these INFORMAL gatherings.  
Just bring a SIMPLE dish-to-pass and a desire 
to relax among friends old and new.  If you’ve 
haven’t come to one yet, you’ll want to give 
these fun and laid-back evenings a try! 

St. Paul's Community Wide 

50th Anniversary Party 

June 10th, 3-5 pm at Cass Park 

We are grateful to have so many St. Paulians participating in the automatic pledge 
payment program.  This steady income will help ease the budget shortfalls that often 
plague us over the summer.  We would like to remind those who are not part of this 
program to remember your pledges through the summer months.  You may even wish 
to consider prepaying your summer pledges 
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Welcome to our Seminary Intern Drew Tennant  
 
Drew Tennant just completed his second year at Boston University School of Theology. He has one more year 
of study to receive his Masters of Divinity. This summer Drew is doing his seminary field education church 
placement work at St. Paul’s.  He will be exploring the many tasks of pastoral ministry under the supervision 
of the Rev. Bob McCune and Rev. Rebecca Dolch. 
 
Drew grew up with his two brothers in Mt. Gilead, Ohio, and he attended Bexley United Methodist Church 
during his childhood.  He was active at St. Paul’s while at Cornell, starting a Bible Study Fellowship Group for 
college and graduate students. In addition, Drew was a member of the Cornell men’s rowing team. He received 
his B.S. in mechanical engineering at Cornell in 2004.  
 
He is presently volunteering at the United Parish in Brookline Massachusetts, where he teaches  7th - 8th grade 
Sunday school and helps with a group of young adults. Among other activities, they have been studying Mar-
cus Borg’s Heart of Christianity.  
 
Drew says: “I’m excited to really experience what it is like to be in a parish setting, getting out of the academic 
mindset for a while, and into parish life.”  He sees this internship as an experience that will help him discern 
his calling in ministry.  He chose  St. Paul’s because he really feels at home here.  “If I do  serve a church, I  
would like to serve in one like St. Paul’s,” he said.. 
 
Drew will be introduced to the congregation on Sunday, June 10 and will be working among us through much 
of August.  Welcome Drew! 

Church Office Summer Hours 
 

Each summer, afternoons are set aside for 
the staff to accomplish special projects 
around the church. From June 25 through 
August 10, between 9 am and 1 pm, 
Monday through Friday, you will find 
staff in the office. After 1 pm, we will be 

working on the special projects in the building. If the 
staff is unable to answer the phone during the after-
noon, please remember that St. Paul's has a voice mail 
system, so messages may be left at any time and will 
be checked regularly. Some of our projects for this 
summer include: 
 

 Clean out storage areas 
 Reconfigure rooms to meet changing ministry 

needs 
 Review membership roles 
 Sort and reorganize files 
 Staff training 
 Update our database 

The Stewardship Committee will be meeting on 
Thursday, June  7th at 5:30 pm in the Good Shepherd 
Room.  All are invited!  Please come if you are inter-
ested in 

• helping to plan the Fall Stewardship Campaign 
• helping to organize or lead Stewardship Education 

events 
• exploring ways to develop Christian discipleship 

through sharing all of our spiritual gifts. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Greg Garvan at 
greg@moneywithamission.com, or call Jacqueline 
Bonner at the church office, 273-5971. 

Stewardship 
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From Donna Twardowski 
 
Can It Possibly Be Over Already?? 
 
It’s been a busy few months….seems like I just started as Loving Care Ministries Coordinator, and in a 

few weeks my time as a staff person at St. Paul’s will be over. Being on staff allows for an in-depth look at the 
structure of the church organizationally, physically, and spiritually. While at first I was overwhelmed with the 
names of all the committees, their responsibilities and trying to get to know church member’s names, every-
one’s patience and support made for a reasonable transition. 

I am happy to report that the goals I developed for my Clinical Pastoral Education experience here 
were met. Following is a brief summary of accomplished tasks: 

 
1. Update Loving Care List to more accurately reflect the needs of this population. 
2. Develop job descriptions for the Loving Care Ministries Team and Loving Care Visitation Team 
3. Provide visitation and phone calls to various members of the congregation for concerns regarding 

bereavement follow-up, information gathering, love and support, as well as consultation with in-
dividuals regarding end of life issues and gender concerns. 

4. Develop a “Loving Care Ministries” education area for the elderly in the congregation and their 
caregivers.  

5. Develop a curriculum for training of lay ministers for home communion delivery.  
 

All of the above could not have been accomplished without the support and guidance of Rev. Rebecca 
Dolch, Jacqueline Bonner, Rev. Bob McCune, Cindy DeLorme, Kevin Miller, Julie Weeks; members of the 
Site Committee, Mary Lou Tenney, Kay Freidlander, Ruth Shannon; and the loving care team members: Julie 
Weeks, Ruth Lovelace, Ruth Shannon, and Betty Methaney. Those of you who assisted me in many varied 
other ways who I have not mentioned, please know I am grateful and seem to have a memory block at this 
writing.  

Thank you to the Staff Parish Relations Committee for giving me a chance to serve the church while 
completing this portion of my education. I look forward to my future days of service in other capacities at St. 
Paul’s. I pray for a successful search for my successor and will assist in the transition of the new Loving Care 
Ministries Coordinator as much as possible.  

 
Yours in gratefulness and thanksgiving, Donna Twardowski 

Loving Care Ministries 

From Staff Parish Relations Committee 
Donna Twardowski completes her seminary internship at the end of June.  Donna 
has served as Loving Care Coordinator and has helped organize and empower this 
important ministry of St. Paul’s. Thank you Donna, for your excellent work! 
 
The Staff Parish Relations Team is in the process of setting up interviews for the 
Loving Care Coordinator position.  
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Adult Spiritual Growth Summer Opportunities 

A Summer 2007 Roundtable Reading Group selection: 

On the Road with Francis of Assisi: 

A Timeless Journey Through Umbria and Tuscany, and Beyond 

by Linda Bird Francke 

This summer, you can travel through Assisi and Rome on foot with this Roundtable 
book on Francis of Assisi.  Roundtable--St. Paul's intrepid reading group--will be gathering on Wednesdays, 
June 20th, 27th, July 11th and 18th from 6:45 – 8:15 pm for four encounters with St. Francis and his spiritual 
companion St. Clare, using Linda Bird Francke's book as our guide.  This book is so well written that you will 
feel like you are there with Francis and Clare experiencing their life firsthand.  The inclusion of both Francis 
and Clare works very well so you are able to appreciate the profound impact that they have on the spiritual life 
of one another.  This book has the right balance between an action packed travelogue and spirituality.  
            (continued on p. 8) 

Angel Film Festival  

 

Join us for some heavenly entertainment this summer, along with out-of-this world desserts. We will gather for 
a movie and popcorn, then share conversation and desserts after the screening.  Refreshments provided by the 
Adult Spiritual Growth Team.  

Friday, June 15, 7 p.m. 
 

What Dreams May Come    PG-13 (114 minutes) 
Robin Williams plays Chris Nielson, a kind of 
everyman who dies in a car accident and goes 
straight to heaven. Overcome with grief, his wife, 
Annie (Annabella Sciorra) commits suicide and ends 
up in slightly warmer climes. Undeterred, Nielson 
embarks on an epic journey to hell (assisted by an-
gelic Cuba Gooding Jr.) to find his despairing wife. 
Lush special effects will make this movie resonate in 
your own dreams.  

Desserts include fresh strawberries! 

Friday, July 6, 7 p.m. 
 

City of Angels   PG-13 (114 minutes) 
Nicolas Cage plays an angel who falls in love with a 
mortal (Meg Ryan). This remake of “Wings of Desire” 
is set in Los Angeles with angels sitting on billboards 
and skyscrapers watching over human beings. Ryan 
plays a heart surgeon who loses a patient. The angel 
played by Cage is in the hospital to guide the dying man 
to the next life. The angel learns that God gives all of his 
creations free will and he can shed his wings for a hu-
man body. But there's no guarantee that he won’t be ex-
changing immortality for a romantic illusion. 

Friday, August 3, 7 p.m. 
 

Wings of Desire   PG-13 (130 minutes, includes German subtitles). Come see the critics’ favorite that was 
also the inspiration for “City of Angels.” This film by Wim Wenders is set in Berlin where trench-coated an-
gels listen to the tortured thoughts of mortals and try to comfort them. An angel falls in love with a mortal, a 
beautiful trapeze artist, and considers shedding his wings. Peter Falk, as himself, plays a one-time angel who 
waxes poetic on the simple joys of a human experience, such as the sublime combination of coffee and ciga-
rettes. Wings of Desire is shot in black and white, blossoming into color when the angels perceive the realities 
of humankind. 



8 St. Paul’s Letter 

Interested in Personal Growth and Spiritual Development?  
 

Come to an informational session about the Hidden Treasure program (a 3-year course of 5 
weekends per year) and meet its leaders on Sunday, August 19th in the Durham Room 
immediately following worship.  
 
There is a deep longing in us for great fulfillment, aliveness, authenticity, and love.  We frantically seek to ful-
fill this longing outside of ourselves.  Yet its fulfillment lies deep within--the hidden treasure or divine Self.  
 
The process of finding the hidden treasure (the pearl of great price) involves bringing awareness to the mental 
programming, fixed beliefs, and ego defenses that hide the true Self.  Each weekend consists of meditation 
practices, healing work, teachings, and exercises to deepen the understanding of these teachings. The group 
forms a close bond and aids each member in his/her mutual growth.  Lasting friendships are formed. 
 
St. Paulians who have participated say: 
 

“Even though I’m not a person who likes to speak a lot in a group, the group process was so masterfully managed that I felt I 
could be myself and learn from other people who are more extroverted.  After three years I feel that I’ve made peace with the 
complexities of being human.” 

 Jacqueline Bonner 

 

“We all have things about ourselves that we would like to shift, let go of, forgive, or awaken.  Hidden Treasure is a program that 
gives us specific tools for this personal transformation.” 

 Rebecca Dolch 

 

“This program has been truly life-changing for me. Not only did it help me understand myself and learn how to move on after 
major life shifts, but it also broadened and deepened my view of God, of The Divine. And of course there are the dear friends I 
made."  

           Debby Wells-Clinton 

Rountable Reading Group (continued) 
 
Famous scenes that you may recognize:  
Francis denouncing his father  
Clare fleeing her family for the spiritual life  
Francis adventures in Rome with the Pope  
Francis and the wolf 
  
Francis of Assisi was an environmentalist well before its time in history.  Please join us in an examination of 
the spiritual journey of two fascinating people. 
 
For information about the book or Roundtable, contact co-facilitators for this round of Roundtable Maureen 
Stillman, mstillma@twcny.rr.com or 277-1835, or Christine Stockwell, cas5@twcny.rr.com or 273-0970  To 
purchase a copy of the book, contact Jacqueline in the church office, 273-5971 or jbonner@stpaulsithaca.org.  
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Our Ministry of Reconciliation: History and Hopes 
 

by Karen Kaufmann 
 
In the beginning, back in 1994, four St. Paulians–inspired by Pastor Rebecca’s preaching?  or by 

Disciple Bible study? or by the workings of the holy spirit in our midst?--independently called the Reconciling 
Congregations Program (RCP), a national advocacy group encouraging orientation-inclusiveness in the United 
Methodist Church.  The RCP put the last caller in touch with the other three, and a church-transforming study 
and advocacy group, the St. Paul’s Reconciling Congregations Task Force (RCTF) was born!  “If anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation; everything... has become new!” [2 Corinthians 5: 17] 
 
For over three years, with the support of Church Council, the RCTF opened discussion at St. Paul’s around the 
issues of inclusiveness and sexuality.  Drawing first on RCP resources, the task force soon embarked on 
uniquely St. Paulian “course of study,” including field trips, a human sexuality class, a retreat, an annotated 
bibliography and lending library, and a series of church-and-community forums on Bible teachings, led by pas-
tor/theologians from Colgate Rochester Divinity School.  The process reached St. Paulians and others at many 
levels–youth and seniors, gays and straights, heart-led and head-led, hesitant and bold. The issues were many, 
and tough: 
 

• whether and why persons were excluded from the life of the church on the grounds of orientation,  
• whether and why the church should single out orientation as a basis for welcome or participation,  
• what teachings about orientation and sexuality we were comfortable with or could learn from,  
• whether we could agree to disagree about this or any other issue of congregational life,  
• what the guiding principles of the church and the faith were anyway.... 
 

Meanwhile, the RCTF worked to agree on the principles and visions underlying a Statement of Reconciliation 
that might be presented for congregational review.  This was also a challenging process.  Even on the task 
force, people came to the ministry of reconciliation with differing histories and expectations: some spoke from 
places of exclusion or persecution, others from the pain of friends or family; some urged justice, others con-
ciliation; all had to work to build trust and shed fears, defenses and stereotypes.   
 
And yet, undergirding and overarching the task force’s work was a shared appreciation of the grand and mov-
ing themes of our Biblical and historical faith: liberation, justice, wisdom, prayer, blessing, healing, and grace.  
These themes inspired our final Statement, drafted by former St. Paulian Anne Foster, a church historian and 
grace-filled writer. 
 
In February 1998, with the support of council, the Statement was brought to the congregation for a three-week 
period of Q&A, followed by a sacred Sunday of open comment and vote.   Sensitive to congregational needs, 
the task force asked that an outside leader conduct the voting session, under rules set forth in the formal Disci-
pline of the Church, and that any vote of approval be by super-majority.  In the end, the task force’s hesitations 
were groundless.  Over 90% of the voters approved the Statement, and St. Paul’s became a reconciling congre-
gation, boldly extending a welcome (and a role) to all, regardless of orientation. 
 
In the ensuing nine years, as a reconciling congregation, St. Paul’s has tried to reach out to all who seek a wel-
come (and a role) in our warm-hearted, visionary community of faith.  We have offered formal and informal 
support to individuals and families who, irrespective of orientation, seek to live out their faith and share their 
gifts and burdens in Christian community. We have shared our message of reconciliation in our community, 
and with other congregations seeking to discern the nature of their own reconciling ministry.  And we continue 
to advocate for openness in the United Methodist Church, which struggles mightily with its call to be the 
church of open hearts, open minds and open doors.       (continued on p. 15) 
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Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone 
gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people!  The 
variety is wonderful. .. All these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one by one, by the one Spirit 
of God.  I Corinthians 12:7-8  (The Message) 

 
What a great year it has been!  We have much to celebrate as we conclude the school year. 

 

Children experienced Faith Explorers in the past year. 

 

Teachers presented 26 different workshops crafted with multi-dimensional creativity. 
 
Guides shepherded the children through Bible village classrooms from week to week. 

 

Props and Supplies volunteers created life-sized game boards, costumes, tablets of “stone”, visual 
aids, banquet tables, and other supplies that brought each workshop to life. 

 

Curriculum Writers collected ideas from dozens of other workshop rotation churches, evaluated pre-
pared curricula, and uniquely shaped each workshop to fit our St. Paul’s community. 

 

Bible-based themes and stories gave the children insight into who God is and who we are as children 
of God. These experiences are the foundation stones of the faith the children are developing, and 
some of the important stepping stones on their journey through life. 

 

Bible Topics and Memory Verses 
 
“Exodus:  Learning to Trust a God of Liberation, Power, and Providence” 

Exodus 5:1a   Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, Let my 
people go...” 
Psalm 46: 1-2  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear, 
though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea. 
 

“Ten Commandments:  God’s Rules Help Us Love Ourselves and Our Neighbor” 
Matthew 22:37-39  Jesus said, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

A Bountiful Offering of Gifts! 
Faith Explorers by the Numbers 

FAITH 

EXPLORERS 

(K-6th Grades) 

77 

22 

17 

  3 

12 

  5 



11 St. Paul’s Letter 

“The Beatitudes:  Jesus’ Surprising Lessons about Kingdom Attitudes” 
Matthew 5:12a  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. 
 

“The Psalms:  Prayer, Praise, and Celebration!” 
Psalm 118:1, 24  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!  This is the 
day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
“Shalom:  Webbing Together God, Humans, and All Creation in Justice, Fulfillment, and Delight” 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 11:6  Then wolves will live in peace with lambs, and leopards will lie down to rest 
with goats. Calves, lions and young bulls will eat together.  And a little child will lead them. 
 

Thank you to the Faith Explorers Teachers in 2006-07: 
 David Bell   Neil Fogarty   Wendy Millroy 
 John Bradburn   Karen Kaufmann  Beth Mudge 
 Mary Bucknam  Sue Kiner   Patty Sipman 
 Lisa Cappello   Nancy Lovell   Mary Ellen Stewart 
 Robert Chapman  Glenna Margaris  Becky Stoltzfus 
 Michael Culotta  Cheryl McGraw  Chris Thomas 
 Sara Culotta   Mike Miles   Lesley Yorke 
 Lydia Dolch 
 
Thank you to the Faith Explorers Guides in 2006-07: 
 Katherine Barnum  Greg Eells   Mary Ellen Stewart 
 Marc Bigsby   Rebecca James  Maureen Stillman 
 Pamela Bigsby  Lisa Lennox   Cathy Thomas 
 Audrey Bradburn  John Marohn   Paul Waldrop 
 Sara Culotta   Sue Sammie   Julie Weeks 
 Laura Dolch   John Sammis 
 
 
Thank you to the Faith Explorers Curriculum Writers  in 2006-07: 
 John Bradburn   Jacquie Lopez   Nancy Potter 
 Lisa Cappello   Glenna Margaris  Christine Stockwell 
 Kim Fryzel   Wendy Millroy  Becky Stoltzfus 
 Karen Karufmann  Beth Mudge   Julie Weeks 

Thank you to the Faith Explorers Props & Supplies Team and Other Helpers  in 2006-07: 
 Katherine Barnum  Lisa Lennox   Theresa Souchet 
 Audrey Bradburn  Grace McMenamin  Cherie Wendelken 
 Pam Gillow   Tim Meyerhoff  Lesley Yorke 
 Sue Kiner   Sue Sammis 
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Faith Discovery Group 
Thank you for helping to make this past year a success for our Faith Discovery Group Class 
(ages 3-4).  In June, we’re continuing stories about how Jesus taught us to live with love for 
each other in our families and with our neighbors near and far. 

 

Summer Plans – Faith Discovery Group will take a break during the summer (children would 
join the childcare group during the worship service), but if there is sufficient interest, we could structure a se-
ries of simple Bible stories similar to the Backyard Bible Club program for the elementary school-age children. 

 

If you would like to help the Faith Discovery Group class continue in July and August, please contact Kevin 
Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, 273-5971. 

 

Big Thanks to all the Teachers and Storytellers who helped out this past year.  At one time or another 22 dif-
ferent children participated in Faith Discovery Group!  Typical class size on a Sunday morning was 5-10 chil-
dren, all eager to hear the Bible stories and participate in the varied activities of the FDG class! 

 

Teachers and Storytellers for 2006-07 included: 
Kirsten Anthony  Richard Ehrhardt Elinor John  Beth Mudge 
Amy Benedict-Augustine Ramona Ehrhardt Danette Johnson Adam Phillips-Burdge 
Jaekah Chase   Gayle Gleason  Steve Johnson  Ellie Phillips-Burdge 
Fred Deppe   Beth Jennette  Jacquie Lopez  Heather Sanford 
Greg Eells   Paul Jennette  Connie McDowell Kelly Todd 
          Jane Zimmer 

  
Open House 
Mark your calendar for the annual “Day at Camp” Open House on Sunday, June 10, 2007, 
from 2-7 pm at Casowasco (June 9 at Aldersgate).  Especially helpful for those new to church 
camping or new to Casowasco.  Experience camp activities and meet the summer staff.  The 
event is free, but there is a charge for the chicken BBQ dinner.  See poster in the hallway. 
 
Campership Funds 
Each year, St. Paul’s United Methodist Women provide assistance for families in sending their children to 
summer camp at Aldersgate or Casowasco.  Our intention is to provide help for those families who most need 
it.  If some assistance could make the difference in sending your children to camp, please contact the church 
office and let us know.  There is no criteria for these awards other than your participation at St. Paul’s.   
 
Let Us Know That You Are Registered 
Even if you will not be requesting campership funds we would like to know what weeks your children will be 
at church camp so that we can remember them with a post card from their church family.  Let Cindy know in 
the church office, 273-5971. 
 
 

Look through one of the catalogs on the table outside the sanctuary or go online to www.casowasco.org 

Summer Camping at Casowasco or Aldersgate 
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Backyard Bible Club 
 

Each summer our Faith Explorers and Faith Discovery Group programs pause 
to rest (briefly) and to prepare for the coming school year.  But our children 

continue to grow and enjoy learning new things.  With a little help from many 
parents and other volunteers, Backyard Bible Club is there to fill the gap. 

   
Q.  What is it? 
A. A one-time Bible story and activity designed for multiple ages.  This summer’s stories will be Old Testa-

ment Heroes. 
 
Q. Who is it for? 
A.   Children entering grades K-6 in the fall. 

 
Q.  When is it? 
A. During the worship service after the children are dismissed.  Ten summer Sundays beginning June 24. 
 
Q.   Where is it? 
A. Children gather in the Carpenters Shop, as usual, then move into the backyard playground when the 

weather’s nice. 
 
Q.   Who leads it? 
A. Great question!  Volunteers sign up for one or more Sundays.  Find the sign-up list in the hallway outside 

the sanctuary.  The math is easy:  10 Sundays X 2 adults (or youth) = 20 wonderful people! 
 
Q.   Does it take a lot of preparation? 

June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24 

Rachel Waldrop 
Elizabeth Cappello 
Laura Fegely 
Alex Kilts 
Bella Culotta 
Lily Summers 

John Bradburn 
Stephanie 
Miles 
Ben Stewart 
Gabe Miller 

Ben Lillard 
Saia Meyerhoff 
Honor Meyerhoff 
Kayla Eells 

Alissa Pure 
Tyler Pure 
Aleta Tessaglia-Hymes 
Haley Sammis 

July—August 

All summer acolytes 
are on a First Ar-
rived, First to Service 
basis. 

Arrive early!!! 

June Acolyte Schedule 

New acolytes are always welcome!  Children in grades 2-8 are welcome to participate in the aco-
lytes program.  Contact Coordinator, David Bell, at 387-3117 (home) or 351-0174 (cell). 
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Youth Events for June 
SR Highs — First weekend in June:  Backpacking Hike/overnight with an afternoon at the Ithaca Festival.  
Watch your email for details!   

JR Highs — June 3rd:  Jr Highs and their families are invited to travel up to Taughannock Falls State Park 
for lunch and an afternoon of fun, hiking, and games.  Please bring your own picnic lunch.  There is a fee for 
parking.  If you are interested in carpooling, let me know and perhaps families can ride together.   
 
June 10th:  Jr Highs will be doing the fellowship hour after worship.  Youth are asked to bring some cookies, 
brownies or other small handheld snack item to share, and they should plan to help with set up, serving, and 
cleanup  in the Memorial Rooms. 

AM Impact News 
Congratulations and welcome to the 2007 Confirmation class (see insert)!  Those youth which 
received confirmation on May 6th were: 
 
 DJ Dockstader  Amanda Slattery  Ben Lillard 
 Rebecca Waldrop Hannah DeJong  Ken Clarke 
 Katy Martin  Alexandra Constas  Fatima Clarke 
 Amber Denman Matt Hartz   Amy Fegely   

 

The confirmation class and their families shared a lovely dish-to-pass dinner the evening before confirmation.  
Thank you to all families who helped with set-up, provided a dish, and clean-up!  
 
These incredible 12 youth then provided us with a touching worship service.  I would like to say thank you to 
all of them for all their hard work.  I would also like to extend my thanks to Rev. Rebecca Dolch and Ryan Ya-
mada for all their time, care, and involvement with the confirmation class. 
             Ruth Keagle, Youth Ministries Coordinator   

Local & World Missions Presents:  Honor Thy Father! 
 

Sarah Mkhonza's home congregation in Manzini, Swaziland is St. Paul's UMC!  With 
Sarah's help, L&WM is responding to her invitation for a “sister church” relationship.  Her 
congregation has a mission outreach with nearby villages that are trying to meet the needs of children whose 
parents are suffering with or have died from HIV.  Dennis Little, a UMC Volunteer In Mission, sent a DVD  
describing many ways others can help.  Among the items needed in the villages are more efficient cook stoves. 

 

L&WM ministry team invites everyone to honor a special father in your life on Father's Day, June 17th with a 
gift of hope for the children in a Swaziland village. We will create a display in the hallway about this mission 
project with photos and information from Dennis.  Along with your "cook-stove contributions" we would like 
to share 'stories of our fathers' to help personalize our gift to our St Paul's UMC sister congregation.  Look for  
details in the June bulletins! 
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This year St. Paul’s celebrates its 9th anniversary as a reconciling congregation. 
It’s a privilege to be one of the 230 reconciling United Methodist Churches in the United States!  On the 
these two pages are our vision for being a reconciling congregation at St. Paul’s and our history of how 

we worked together as a community to discern this calling. 
 

St. Paul's United Methodist Church Statement of Reconciliation 
Adopted by Church Conference vote on February 1, 1998 

 
 

Because we are an invitational church, we, as members of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, affirm 
Christ's unconditional invitation to all to seek a personal relationship with God through him. 

 
Because we are a supportive, inclusive church, we affirm all loving relationships among people, and fur-

ther affirm that love is found in friendships, parent-child relationships, heterosexual relationships, 
homosexual relationships, and families created by birth or by choice. 

 
Because we are a Christ-centered church, we believe Christ when he said that in Christ there are only two 

commandments.  We must love God with all our heart and soul, and love our neighbor, whether 
that neighbor is like or unlike us, as ourselves.  We believe this commandment allows us to draw 
no boundaries between acceptable and unacceptable members of our church. 

 
Because we are a United Methodist Church, we rejoice in our church's history of fighting injustice and 

oppression, of calling attention to the needs and rights of all persons.  We challenge ourselves and 
our denomination to affirm in word and deed the fundamental spiritual principle that all people 
are children of God. 

 
Because we are a people of faith, we believe that it is part of our ministry and God's plan to affirm the 

glorious diversity of our community, made up of people of different ages, abilities, races, ethnici-
ties, genders, backgrounds, nationalities, and sexual orientations, and yet to affirm also the unity 
we experience in Christ.  We pray that in so doing we will encourage all persons of faith as they 
work for God's Glory. 

 
We hereby affirm our commitment to the basic principles of our faith by declaring St. Paul's 

United Methodist Church a Reconciling Congregation, a congregation which welcomes gay men, 
lesbians, and bisexuals into the same community of faith into which all are invited.  We pledge also 

to work for the day when society will welcome in the same way Christ welcomes. 

Reconciliation Ministries (continued from p. 9) 

Karen Kaufmann (continued) 
 
We are, indeed, a new creation, ever open–we trust–to the stirrings of spirit and the boundary-challenging, 
grace-filled teachings of the Christ.  “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 
has given us the ministry of reconciliation.... So we are ambassadors for Christ.” [2 Corinthians 5: 18, 20]. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR Mara Alpar (friend of Sylvia 
Bailey), Sadie Bell  (friend of Josette Garrison), Erika 
Benson (friend of Ruth Shannon), Enid Brown, Patty 
Murphy Cabot (Don McKechnie’s friend), Bishop 
Violet Fisher, Marian Forester, Bill Hamill (brother of 
Patti Sample), Kristin McCartney, Martha Seaman 
(Ruth Freeman’s sister), John Smith (Sallie Pure’s 
brother), George H. Smits (Ruth Ke-
agle’s nephew), Dorothy Smits (Ruth 
Keagle’s mother), John Smits (Ruth 
Keagle’s uncle), Laverne Snyder, Paul 
Stearns, Roy Stewart (Gary Stewart’s 
father), Bennett Thompson  (Lisa 
Waldrop’s brother), Emily Virkler 
(daughter of Paul and Barbara Eshelman), Margie 
Vorhis (a colleague of Lisa Waldrop).  

Baptisms 
Charles Kimball Shanton, son of Erik and Kristina 
Shanton, and Lauren Olivia Wiiki, daughter of John 
and Catherine Wiiki, baptized on April 29. 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 

Deaths 
We extend our prayers and sympathies to the family 
and friends of Marian (Betty) Elliot who died on Sun-
day, April 29;  to Paul Waldrop, whose stepfather, J.D. 
Whalen, died on Monday, April 30; to Lisa Cappello, 
whose mother, Marge Lamphere , died on May 11. 

Please remember that we will start a new prayer list 
on the first Sunday of each month. If you wish to have 
someone listed or have their name remain on the list 

you will need to contact the church office each month 
at 273-5971 or info@stpaulsithaca.org. 

 
This policy helps the staff to keep updated on each  

person listed. Thank you. 

Many Thanks from David Bell 
My entire family wishes to extend their heartfelt ap-
preciation for the many expressions of sympathy and 
condolence we received after the passing of our sister 
Cindy Stevens on April 2nd.  The family was truly 
touched by the outreach from St. Paul’s, a church that 
Cindy did not attend. 


