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St. Paul’s Letter 
June 2003  

A Reconciling 
Congregation 
where all are  

invited to share 
the Basics of 

God’s love with 
the world 

Worship in June 
June 1      Ascension Sunday.  Karen Kaufmann preaches while pastors are at Annual 

Conference. 
 

June 8      Chancel Choir Music Sunday and Holy Communion. Rev. Nelson Reppert, 
worship leader. 

 

June 15    Father’s Day.  Church World Service “Blanket and Tool” offering Sunday.  
Rebecca Dolch preaching. 

 

June 22    Children’s Musical.  Rebecca Dolch preaching. 
 

June 29    Dedication of Youth Group volunteers in mission.  Reception thanking  
                 Nelson Reppert for his year as Pastor of Spiritual Growth.  Rebecca Dolch 

preaching. 

One of the guiding principles of our congregation is to “invite and connect” people into 
the Christian path at St. Paul’s.   To sharpen our skills at being more invitational, our 
Church Council invited our Conference Director of Communications, Sharon Fulmer to 
lead us in a workshop.  One of the most interesting bits of information we heard was 
that the average visitor decides within ten minutes whether or not he or she will return. 
 
TEN MINUTES!  Not just any ten minutes, but the FIRST ten minutes of being on the 
property.  This means that our atmosphere of hospitality is as important as the content of 
our worship service when it comes to making new people feel at home.   
 
So what are we to do?  Probably the most important thing for St. Paulians to do is to 
take the initiative to greet people even before the service begins. One of the most impor-
tant gestures is to make eye contact and to smile; to introduce your-
self and give your name.  You can say:   
Hello --I don’t believe I know you—my name is _________.   
“How long have you been coming to St. Paul’s?” 
“ Welcome to St. Paul’s. Is there anything you need this morning?” 
“What brings you to St. Paul’s this morning?” 
 
In so much of our society, the rule has become: Don’t talk with strangers.  Don’t disturb 
anyone’s privacy.  Don’t ask any questions. Don’t appear too pushy.  In the Christian 
community the assumptions are different.  Our main purpose is to reach out to people in 
love, and invite them into the Christian family, and to help them find an experience of 
belonging.  So when you come to church imagine that you are coming to a party for 
newcomers and you are the host or hostess!                      Blessings, Rebecca Dolch 
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Child Care 
Sunday, 9:00 AM 

 
Adult Church School 

Sunday, 9:15 AM 
 

Children’s Discovery Groups 
Sunday, 10:45 AM 

 
Worship Service 

Sunday, 10:30 AM 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:00 PM 
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Lectionary for June: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Family Life Minister 
Cheryl R. McGraw 
 
Spiritual Gifts  
Director 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Program Manager 
Marilou Slattery 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Marcella Nolan 
 
Pastor of Spiritual Growth 
Rev. Nelson Reppert 
 
Pastor of Visitation  
Ministries 
Bud Dolch 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 

Music Director 
John W. White 
 
Organist 
Erik Kibelsbeck 
 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Director 
Joan Reppert 
 
Custodian 
Clare Hardesty 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

June 1, 2003 
Psalm 1 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 
 
June 8, 2003 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Acts 2:1-21 
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-
15 
 
June 15, 2003 
Psalm 29 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Romans 12-17 
John 3:1-17 

 
June 22, 2003 
Psalm 9:9-20 
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 
19-23) 32-49 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 
 
June 29, 2003 
Psalm 130  
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 
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Update on the 408 Aurora Street Property 
Acquiring a property is never simple, but when an organization begins the process, the complexity is 
amazing!  We have been working with members of St. Paul’s (Finance, Long Range Planning, Church 
Council, Staff Parish Relations Committee, Trustees and others) to discern the feasibility of purchasing 
the property next door to the church which has come up for sale this spring.  We have done much re-
search, had many meetings, met with bankers, lawyers, and real estate agents to decide if, how, and why 
we should purchase the house and land.  Thanks to all of our amazing volunteers who have worked so 
hard to help steer the decision in the right direction. 
 
Church Conference Meeting to hear discussion and vote on purchasing/not purchasing the property is 
scheduled for Tuesday June 3.   If  all of the research is in, we will meet in the sanctuary at 7 p.m. as a 
complete congregation to make this important decision. 
 
PLEASE COME!  If the meeting needs to be postponed for reasons beyond our control, we will send 
out an e-mail, have the information on the church answering service and posted on the Aurora St. en-
trance on that day.  Thanks so much!   

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
The Finance Committee is pleased to report that expenses are running right on schedule with the budget however in-
come from pledges and donations are slightly behind the plan.  The summer months are always a challenge for cash 
flow due to lower church attendance, vacations, and a general break in the normal routine.  So, the Finance Commit-
tee consulted David Letterman for the 

Top Ten Ways for St. Paulians to Make Your Summer Enjoyable and Stress Free:  
 
10.  Wear shorts and sandals to Sunday worship  
9.   Have ice cream for dinner 
8.   Renounce weeding—mulch your garden 
7.   At least once a day think of February  
6.   Enjoy all those meeting-free evenings at home 
5.   Avoid driving in a hot car--walk to church 
4.   Sign up for a Volunteer in Mission project 
3.   Send your kid(s) to a week at Casawasco 
2.   Send your kid(s) to another week at Casawasco   
and the number one way to make your summer stress free –   
1.  Prepay your pledge so you don't have to worry about it un-
til September!! 

Lift EVERY VOICE II Concert a great success! 
The concert of choirs from Calvary Baptist Church and St. Paul’s had a wonderful concert on May 
3.  Over $3,000 was raised for the educational initiative “Village at Ithaca—leave no child behind”  
Thanks to everyone who supported this wonderful event. 

Church Office 
Hours 

From June 30 through Au-
gust 17, the church office will be staffed be-
tween 9 am and 1 pm Monday through Fri-
day.  Each summer, afternoons are set aside 
to accomplish special projects.  Please re-
member that St. Paul's has a 24-hour answer-
ing service to take messages at any time. 
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Summer GIG  
(Growing in God)   

First Meeting June 10th 
 
As the days warm up and plants 
blossom into their summer glory, 
Growing in God will start up Tues-
day June 10 , 6:30 pm for discus-
sion, snacks and a shady garden tour. Newcomers, Soul Gardeners and 
GIG-ers will meet for informal visits of garden spaces, devotionals and 
discussion. Different GIG-ers will host; locations and times will vary 
throughout the summer.  Anyone interested in spiritual growth, nurtur-
ing plants and working outdoors welcome!  We'll be meeting at 
Laura's home, rain or shine, 6:30 pm on Tuesday, June 10 at 720 N. 
Aurora Street, Fall Creek, Ithaca. Please contact Laura Gaither, 
607.256.8101 for more GIG information or for dates you might host. 

Attention all Seniors in High School! 
Congratulations on your graduation!  Sunday morning August 3 is a worship service 
where we will be honoring each of you and inviting you to participate in serving com-
munion.  Rebecca Dolch will be calling each of you to see how you would like to be 
introduced to the congregation. 

Bring a student to 
church!   

Beginning this fall, the Young Adult Min-
istry Team would like to help match car-
less Cornell and Ithaca College students 
with St. Paulians willing to provide a ride 
to church.  This simple ministry can make 
a huge difference in a young adult’s life 
here in Ithaca and give you a chance to 
make a new friend.  Interested or want 
more information? Please contact Harold 
Wheat, 275-0868 or hwheat@usadatanet.

CHOIR PERFORMANCE 
On June 8th, the Chancel Choir will present Palestrina's Pope Marcellus Mass, the work 
that, according to legend, saved church music in the 16th century.  This is one of the few 
pieces of Western church music that has maintained a consistent place in the repertory for 
nearly 400 years.  Palestrina's style, characterized by smoothly flowing lines, sweet har-
mony, and seamless counterpoint, has been a model for composers such as Bach, Mozart, 
and Bruckner, among others.  During its time, the work was praised for its clear presenta-
tion of the words.  Yes, we will be singing it in Latin, and yes, a translation will be pro-
vided--but the music speaks for itself of the tradition and the faith embodied in the mass 

Recycle Your Used Cartridges and Help St. Paul’s! 
 

It is estimated that one million printer cartridges are thrown away each day!  Now you can help our environ-
ment and St. Paul’s at the same time. In the church office below the interior windows is a cardboard recycling bin 
where you can place your empty printer (inkjet) cartridges from home and work.  When the inner bin is filled, we 
mail the cartridges to a company who then reuses them and pays St. Paul’s up to $3.00 a cartridge with no fees to St. 
Paul’s. We have mailed in one box, so far, and received close to $100! There is a list of accepted cartridges on the 
box (no Epson, please).  If you have any questions, please call the church office at 273-5971. 
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MISSION NEWS 
Dear St. Paulians, 
 
Thank you for your support!  I am amazed at the out-
pouring of prayer and funding that I have received 
from this congregation!  Thank you for believing in 
me!  This ministry could not happen without people 
like you. 
 
From May 25 - August 15th, I will be serving as a 

Global Justice Volunteer for the 
United Methodist Church. The 
program places young people 
(ages 18-25) in missions that are 
actively fighting injustice in our 
world by attacking the root 
causes of inequality.   
 
I have been placed in Belo Hori-
zonte, Brazil working with the 

Sao Gabriel Community Center (SGCC), a ministry of 
the Brazilian United Methodist Church.  The center 
serves one of the largest poorest neighborhoods of the 
city and includes two day care centers, an after-school 
program, professional development courses, youth groups, and a program for the retired. SGCC works to 
strengthen individuals and their families by promoting self-esteem and self-reliance in a Christian context. 
Character building and spiritual development are integral parts of its programs. SGCC also started Habitat 
for Humanity in Brazil and organized the construction of 200 two-bedroom homes.   
 
I am in great need of spiritual support! If you would be willing to pray for me at least one day a week (it 
doesn’t have to be long to be effective!), please let me know! I will try to keep the team updated on our 
progress and specific needs. 
 
The Global Justice Volunteers have a website: http://gbgm-umc.org/vim/features/globalj.htm.  If you have 
other questions or would like to join my prayer team, please contact me at adrienne_ashford@hotmail.com.  
  
                                                                                    God Bless! Adrienne Ashford 

About Belo Horizonte 
Belo Horizonte, the first modern Brazilian city to spring from an architect's drawing board, was especially designed 
for its role as the capital of the state of Minas Gerais. Its wide, landscaped avenues and carefully planned residential 
suburbs have, however, suffered the impact of the country's high rate of urbanization. Belo Horizonte is the distribu-
tion and processing center of a rich agricultural and mining region and the nucleus of a burgeoning industrial com-
plex. Its chief manufactures are steel, steel products, automobiles, and textiles. Gold, manganese, and gem stones of 
the surrounding region are processed in the city. Belo Horizonte is also a leading cultural center, with three universi-
ties, a historical museum, numerous libraries, and sports stadiums. Because of its altitude (850m) the climate is re-
freshing and cool.  It has a population of about 2.5 million inhabitants, and covers an area of 333 sq. km.  
 

(Adapted from text of the Brazilian Embassy in Washington,DC)  



MISSION CENTRAL - UMCOR 

On the 10th of April 102 Health Kits (plus a box of 12 from Cortland) were 
delivered to the new UMCOR depot in Mechanicsburg, PA.  Upon arrival 
we were greeted by Harry Overholtzer, interim director of this program, 
which is housed in a modern 36,000 sq.ft. warehouse and office com-
plex.  After unloading our donations, Harry enthusiastically gave us a tour 
and told how the program became functional well in advance of the intended 
schedule. 
 
The Central PA Conference had formed a committee to find land and draw 
up plans for a 22,000 sq. ft. building for this project.  Everything was in 
readiness for their next Conference meeting when their Bishop happened to 
notice a new "For Lease" sign on a fairly new warehouse about two blocks 
from the Conference office.  Much prayer and work had gone into the plan-

ning, and the committee hoped to have the project up and running by the end of 2004.  The Committee was 
called and asked to tour the facility with the Bishop, which was done.  Harry told how amazed everyone 
was to find how many features were contained in this building that their group planned for in their blue-
print. 
 
To make a long story short, they were able to purchase the facility for much less than building a new one, 
plus they had much more space.  At present they share their space with Bethany Mission, a food program. 
Offices and computer systems are in place, a section has been designated for VIM with projected office, and 
sleeping accommodations for 28 volunteers, kitchen and bathroom facilities are in, with additional rooms to 
be used for meetings and special space for a Methodist Media Center has been allocated.  Shortly after our 
visit, an inspector from the Board of Global Ministries was expected in the hope of receiving certification as 
a depot for the Northeast Jurisdiction.  Our Lord moves in mysterious ways and even pushes us along when 
the need arises! 
 
At present they are open two days/week and hope to be open full time by July 1.  They are already co-
operating with Church World Service.  We saw shipping pallets neatly wrapped, strapped and ready to 
go.  Shipments have gone out to Kosova, Belarus, and an African country.   
 
This is going to be a wonderful volunteer opportunity for us - only 4.5 hrs. away with very easy access.  Oh, 
I nearly forgot - the entire facility is air conditioned!  We will be notified when they feel the need for volun-
teer services.  Our thanks to all of you who were generous in your giving, to the eight people who helped 
put kits together and thank you for enabling us to travel down and experience this new mission program. 
 
                               Elinor and Bruce John for Local & World Mission team & United Methodist Women 
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Sun., 6/1          Annual Conference 
                        9:00am - Peace Group Discussion
                        9:30am-Chancel Choir-Choir Room 
                        9:30am-Durham Class-Mott Room 
                        9:30am-Childcare 
                        10:30am-Worship-Karen Kaufmann 
                        10:45am-Children’s Choir-CCR 
                        11:30am-Fellowship-Memorial Rooms  
                        12:00pm-Middle School & Senior High 

YG’s 
 

Tues., 6/3        6:00pm-Scouts Court of Honor-Dining 
Room 

                        7:00pm-Church Conference (tentative)  
                                       -re:property purchase  
 

Wed., 6/4         9:30am-Disciple II Bible Study-Mott 
 

Thurs., 6/5       6:15pm-Glory Singers-Choir Room 
                        7:30pm-Chancel Choir-Choir Room                          

Fri., 6/6            7:00am-Men’s B.&D.-Royal Court  
 

Sun., 6/8         Pentecost 
                       Chancel Choir Sunday 
                       Kitchen Cupboard:  Cash donations or 
checks  (payable to Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard) for perish-
ables/non perishables are encouraged since Kitchen 
Cupboard can purchase these items at reduced rates. 
                        9:00am-Peace Group Discussions-MRs 
                        9:30am-Chancel Choir 
                        9:30am-Durham Class-Mott Room 
                        9:30am-Childcare 
                        10:30am-Worship-Communion–Nelson 
                         Reppert 
                        10:45am-Children’s Choir-CCR 
                        11:30am-Fellowship-Memorial Rooms 
                                                                                                                         12:00pm-Middle School/Senior High 

YG’s 
                        1:00pm-Casowasco Open House 
                        4:00pm-Glory Singers singing at  
                                       Casowasco 
 

Tues., 6/10      12:00pm-UMW Exec.Committee Mtg-
NMR 

                        6:30pm-Summer GIG-Laura Gaither’s 
home 

                        7:00pm-Scouts-Senior High Room                            

Wed., 6/11       9:30am-Disciple II Bible Study-Mott   
                                                                                                                         4:00pm-Caregivers-Good Shepherd 
                                       Room 

                           6:15pm-Glory Singers-Choir Room                         

 

Fri., 6/13          7:00am-
Men’s B&D-Royal Court 
 

Sun., 6/15        Father’s Day 
                        Blanket Sunday 
                        Peace with Justice Sunday (offering) 
                        July/August Newsletter Deadline 
                        9:00am-Peace Group-Memorial Rooms 
                        10:30am-Worship-Rebecca Dolch 
                        10:45am-Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
                        11:30am-Rock’n Roll Brunch 
                        (fund raiser for Middle School Youth 

Group)        
                        12:00pm-Senior High Youth Group                          
 

Mon., 6/16       1:00pm-Spertles’ Circle-DeMayo Home 
 
 

Tues., 6/17      6:00pm-Finance Committee-Mott Room 
                        7:00pm-Church Council-Memorial Rooms 
                        7:00pm-Scouts-Senior High Room 
 

Wed., 6/18       9:00am-4:00pm-Closing Session of  
                        Disciple II Bible Study-Mott Rm. 
                        10:00am-Wed. AM Circle-Memorial Rms 
                        7:00pm-Adult Spiritual Growth 
 

Thurs., 6/19     6:15pm-Glory Singers-Choir Room                          

Fri., 6/20          7:00am-Men’s B&D-Royal Court 
 

Sun., 6/22        9:30am-Childcare 
                        10:30am-Worship-Children’s Musical-
                        Rebecca Dolch 
                        10:45am-Discovery Groups 
                        11:30am-Reception for all the Choirs of  
                        St. Paul’s-Memorial Rooms 
                        12:00pm-Middle School/Senior High 

Youth Group combined end of year picnic 
 

Mon., 6/23       7:30pm-Trustees-Mott Room 
 

Tue., 6/24        7:00pm-Scouts-Senior High Room 
 

Wed., 6/25       9:00am-July/August Newsletter mailing
                        5:30pm-Home Small Groups Team-
                        Harkness Room                          

Thur., 6/26       7:00pm-Staff Parish RC-GSR 
 

Fri., 6/27          7:00am-Men’s B;fast & Disc-Royal Court 
 

Sun., 6/29        Senior High Work Trip Dedication 
                        9:30am-Childcare 
                        10:30am-Worship-Rebecca Dolch 
                        11:30am-Reception for Nelson Reppert 
 

Mon., 6/30       Church Office Summer Hours Begin:  
                        (9:00am-1:00pm Monday-Friday) 
 
Room Key:   B.C.R.: Bell Choir Room; C.L: Crawford : C.R.: 

Choir Room; C.C.R.: Children’s Choir Room D.R.: 
Dining Room; H.R: Harkness Room, M.R.: Memo-
rial Rooms;  Mott: Mott Room;  N.M.R.: North Me-
morial Room;  S.H.R.: Senior High Room; S.: 
Sanctuary; G.S.R.: Good Shepherd Room  

St. Paul’s June Calendar 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Adrienne Ash-
ford, Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bon-
ner’s brother), Jaekah and Genevieve 
Chase, Mildred Crance, Lynn and 
Ramon Duplon (Janet and Bernie 
Clark’s daughter and son-in-law), Pe-
ter Evans (son of Robin & Chris Ev-
ans), Jim Gutelius, Fran Harp 
(Audrey Bradburn’s mother), Stepha-
nie Herrick, Rose Johnson, Ethan Lil-
lard, Jim and Muriel Milks, Doris Mitchell, 
Dave Moshier (friend of the Beyers family), 
Bob Nagel (Neil Fogarty’s friend), Betty Oliver 
(Priscilla Lawrence’s friend), Harold Snyder 
(LaVern Snyder’s father), Ethel VanVallen 
(Dottie Scott’s mother),  Debby Wagner 
 

Our prayers and sympathy go out 
to the family and friends of Eloise F. 
Smith who died on May 12, 2003, 
and Lori Urov (friend of the Milner 
family), who died more recently. 
 
 
Please remember that we will be 
starting a new prayer list on the 
first Sunday of each month. If you 

wish to have someone listed or have their name 
remain on the list you will need to contact the 
church office each month at 273-5971 or 
schurch@twcny.rr.com. This new policy will help 
the staff to keep updated on each person listed. 
Thank you. 
 

 About Us 


