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The Definition of Stewardship 

Stewardship is the “management of God’s household.”  Stewardship is the way we 
manage our entire lives: our gifts and talents, our resources and possessions, our 
time and our energy.  Stewardship is our “whole life” response to God.  When you 
serve in the Work Area on Stewardship you educate your church members as to 
what stewardship really means and you help individuals reach out beyond them-
selves.  Christian stewardship is a relational issue.  It begins with God’s love.  It af-
firms God’s ownership of our possessions, which are really a trust from God.  It 
celebrates God’s partnership with us, and it grows on God’s hope.  It helps us dis-
cover meaning for our lives, and it changes the church’s focus from money to peo-
ple.  In relation to finances, stewardship has as much to do with how church mem-
bers earn and give their money as with how the church uses its funds after they are 
placed in the offering plate.  An annual pledge of 10 percent does not make indi-
viduals faithful stewards unless they discover the joy of managing faithfully the 
other 90 percent of their personal finances. 
The purpose of giving in the church has two dimensions: 

 Giving is part of an individual’s personal journey toward wholeness 
 Giving is essential to the mission of the ministry of the gospel through the 

church. 
The sole motivation for giving of one’s self and giving of one’s finances is gratitude 
for God’s love in Jesus Christ. 
From  Stewardship: 2001-2004. Copyright © 2000 by Cokesbury. 

Shared Ministry Explanation  
 
In the United Methodist Church, each congregation is assigned a “share” in the min-
istries of the denomination.  This has been called “Apportionments” in the past and 
is now called “Shared Ministries.”  Our share is calculated based on the financial 
strength of our congregation.  Usually the share does not exceed 18% of a church’s 
budget. 
 

Many people ask: Where does the money go that St. Paul’s gives to the connectional 
ministries of the United Methodist Church?  The insert provides an excellent de-
scription of what we give and how it is used in ministry around the conference and 
around the world.  It is exciting to be part of an international network of ministries 
that are run with wisdom and integrity!  
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July 3 
Psalm 45:10-17, or Psalm 72 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 10 
Psalm 119:105-112, or Psalm 25 
Genesis 25:19-24 
Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 
 

July 17 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
Genesis 28:10-19a 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

July 24 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
Genesis 29:15-28 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

July 31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 
 

August 7 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 14 
Psalm 133 
Genesis 45:1-15 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15:10-28 
 

August 21 
Psalm 124 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 

August 28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

Lectionary Readings for July/August: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Marilou J. Slattery 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Marcella Nolan 
 
Associate Pastor  
Bud Dolch 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Director of Special Music 
John W. White 

 
 

Organist 
Mike Lippert  
 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Co-Directors 
Sallie Pure and  
Lisa Cappello 
 
Custodian 
Clare Hardesty 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 
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The Early Service, 8:00-9:00 a.m. 
 
Getting an early start on your day?  Too hot?  Enjoy a quiet, reflective 
time?  Like a smaller, more intimate worship service?  Come to the 
Early Service!  It starts with fifteen minutes of quiet time (8-8:15). 
We sing a hymn, share joys and concerns aloud, hear the preacher of 
the morning, and share communion. (No communion on July 10 or 
July 24.) 
 

Children are welcome (no nursery). Informal dress. Afterwards, at 
9:40, join the people in the Fellowship Class downstairs in the Hark-
ness Room, led by Greg Eells.  
 

One worshipper says: “I love the early service. It is such a gift to have 
quiet time in worship for the first fifteen minutes. I feel so close to the 
people there, and very touched by the warmth of the Spirit.” 

 

July 3  Rebecca Dolch 
July 10  Karen Kaufmann 
July 17  Bob McCune 
July 24  Gary Stewart 
July 31  Rebecca Dolch 
August 7 to be announced 
August 14 Rebecca Dolch 
August 21 Rebecca Dolch 
August 28 Rebecca Dolch 

Church Office Summer Hours 
 

Each summer, afternoons are set aside for the staff to accomplish special projects around 
the church. From June 27 through August 12, between 9 am and 1 pm, Monday through 
Friday, you will find staff in the office. After 1 pm, we will be working on the special pro-
jects in the building. If the staff is unable to answer the phone during the afternoon, please 
remember that St. Paul's has a voice mail system, so messages may be left at any time and 

will be checked regularly. Some of our projects for this summer include: Clean out storage areas, sort and 
reorganize files, staff training, update signs, update our database. 

 

Why does the church office have Summer Hours? 
 

During those hours when the church office is officially “open,” staff members make your incoming calls 
and visits their first priority.  They are prepared for frequent interruptions and do their best to coordinate 
their activities with each other so that at any moment at least one person is readily available to address your 
needs.  This makes scheduling group projects or a period of uninterrupted time to complete an activity very 
challenging. 
 

A number of years ago, the staff noted that during the summer the number of calls and visits were fewer 
than during the school year.   They saw this as an opportunity to schedule tasks that they lovingly refer to as 
their “special projects,” with minimal inconvenience to others.  They therefore established a tradition of set-
ting shorter office hours for seven weeks of the summer.  During the year they hold off on tasks requiring 
group involvement, extended periods of uninterrupted attention, or absence from their office for an ex-
tended time. These tabled tasks are added to a list for “summer attention.” In the late spring the list is re-
viewed and revised to be ready to direct their activities during the summer afternoons. 
 

To receive the quickest response this summer, we encourage you to make your calls and visits to the church 
office between 9am and 1pm whenever possible. 



INVITE AND CONNECT 
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A NEW ST. PAUL’S PICTORIAL DIRECTORY IS ON ITS WAY! 
 
Do you ever see people in church and wonder what their names are?  Have you ever heard an announce-
ment regarding a member and wished you could put a face with a name?  Are you new to our church and 
wish you had something to help you put names with faces?  Well, help is on the way!   
 
The Invite and Connect Team invites you to have a snapshot taken at church for the new pictorial directory 
to be published sometime this fall.  No appointment necessary—just look for one of our fabulous resident 
photographers George Gull or Dick Tenney in the Good Shepherd Room on August 14, 21, 28 and Sep-
tember 4, from 9:00 – 10:15 am and after the 10:30 am worship service!  We’re looking forward to 
“seeing you in pictures!” 

SAVE THIS DATE!   
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars now to attend St. Paul's next "Exploring St. 
Paul’s Afternoon" on Sunday, September 25 from 11:30 am to 2:30 
pm.  Whether you're interested in becoming a member or just want to 
learn more about St. Paul's, you will enjoy this relaxed, fun and infor-
mative afternoon.  A group of St. Paulians and our Invite and Connect 
Ministry Team invite you to be their guests for an afternoon that in-
cludes brunch (all food provided), an informative presentation by senior 
pastor Rebecca Dolch and plenty of opportunity to ask questions and 
meet new people. Childcare will be provided if you RSVP to Jacqueline 
in the church office, 273-5971, by Wednesday, September 21. 

 

EAT AT CHURCH! 
 

 

The First Thursday Potluck continues 
to draw a diverse crowd of St. Paulians hungry for 
food and friends.  “Why stop during the summer?” we 
asked.  So mark your calendars now for Thursdays 
July 7 and August 4, and plan to join us for these IN-
FORMAL pot luck/dish-to-pass dinners from 5:30-
7:30 in the Memorial Rooms. Each evening will be a 
fun and relaxed time to enjoy our church family with-
out an agenda or additional tasks.  Bring something 
SIMPLE to share, your own place setting, and a desire 
to spend time with your church family. 

 
A Saucy Evening and a  
Sweet End to Summer! 

 
Create your own ice cream sundae and recon-
nect with fellow St. Paulians at the next Saucy 
Evening on Friday, August 26th.  We’ll gather 
in the Memorial Rooms from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
to play games and enjoy saucy sundaes.  We’ll 
provide scoops of luscious ice cream.  You pro-
vide a sweet sauce (e.g. hot fudge, caramel, 
strawberry sauce) or something to sprinkle on 
top (e.g. candy bits, crumbled cookies, chopped 
nuts, fresh fruit).  Bring a game and your sweet 
tooth and come join the fun!     
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Staff Parish Relations Update 
 
The SPRC is actively seeking candidates for the two part time positions:  Children’s Coordinator (1/2 time) 
and Youth Coordinator (1/4 time).  We hope to have both positions filled by August.  Applications are still 
being accepted and can be sent to St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 402 N. Aurora St., Ithaca, NY 
14850, or to schurch@twcny.rr.com.  For more information please contact Jacqueline Bonner at St. Paul’s 
273-5971. 
 
We would also like to announce the retirement of our faithful custodian of 16 years, Clare Hardesty.  Clare 
has sold his home in Trumansburg and will be moving to be near his children.  He will be completing his 
job at the end of August.  Blessings to Clare as he moves into a new era! 

AROUND THE CHURCH 

Birthday Greetings!! 
We would like to honor our “over 90” St. Paulians. Here are the names, dates, and addresses for the July and 
August birthdays.  We invite you to send along a cheery greeting! 
 
Mary E. Bower—July 9 (Mary will be 92)   
107 Utica Street, Ithaca  
 
Muriel Corbett—July 28 (Muriel will be 90) 
330 Bella Vista Drive, Ithaca 
 
Paul Ankrum—August 14 (Paul will be 90) 
107 Oak Hill Road, Ithaca 
 
**We will get permission before listing your name. If you are over 90 and have a July or August birthday, 
but did not see your name—it means that we don’t have your birth date. Please call the church! 

Congregational Survey Interpretation Night 
 
Join the Church Council and our consultant Doug Himes for an interpretation of the findings from our Con-
gregation Survey on July 13 at 7 p.m. in the Memorial Rooms at St. Paul’s.  Over 125 St. Paulians filled out 
the survey and we thank you! 

St. Paul’s Year-to-Date Offering Report  

  

 *Does not include second appeal one-time gifts 

Budgeted through May 31, 2005 Received through May 31, 2005 

$162,432 $150,799 
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Children at Church Camp 

As usual, we have a group of St. Paul’s children 
going to various church camps this summer.  If 
there is a need for partial scholarship for any child, 
please contact Jacqueline Bonner at church.  (You 
don’t have to fill out any paperwork to receive a 
scholarship!) 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Many congregations from a wide variety of traditions celebrate the Feast Day of 
St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of creation and ecology, with a Blessing of 
the Animals.  Last October St. Paul’s held its first annual Blessing of the Animals 
downstairs in the Dining Room.  Dogs, cats, ferrets and other creatures, including 
almost 100 St. Paulians, turned out to acknowledge and celebrate the important 
role animals play in our spiritual lives.   
 

If you would like to be part of the planning team for St. Paul’s Blessing of the Animals planned for early 
this fall, contact Russ Hollier (Hollier@Baka.com or 539-6593) or Jacqueline Bonner (jfb@twcny.rr.com 
or 273-5971).   

Announcement and Invitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Whiting and Lydia Dolch invite the people of St. 
Paul’s to their commitment ceremony at Sage Chapel, 
Cornell University, at 11a.m. on Saturday, July 30.   
 

Seminary Student Support Offering 
 
One of the signs of a vital congregation is when members of the congregation go in to fulltime Christian 
service. Two of our members entered seminary in the fall of 2004 to study for the ministry.  Andrew High-
land entered Candler United Methodist Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia.  Harold Wheat entered Wesley 
United Methodist Seminary in Washington, D.C. 
 
At the June 2004 meeting, the Church Council voted unanimously to start a permanent fund called the 
Seminary Student Support Fund, supported by a yearly special offering (or any donations people would like 
to make throughout the year).  We will keep 10% of all collections in the fund to maintain it, and pay out 
the remaining 90% of the offering to seminary students as a way of showing our love and support to them, 
and our commitment to raise up gifted persons for fulltime ministry.  We will receive and dedicate this spe-
cial offering on August 26th.  When you contribute, please make checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC and 
earmark it for Seminary Student Support. 
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Children and Grief 
 
Deb Traunstein is a social worker at Hospicare and also serves on their task force on children and grief.  
She will facilitate two informal discussions on helping children cope with issues related to grief and 
loss. The first session, which will be for parents, will be held from 6:30 to 8:00 pm on July 14 in the 
Memorial Rooms.  Childcare will be provided – please contact the church office ahead of time so we 
can plan the childcare accordingly. The second session will be for children and youth (parents are wel-
come to attend with their kids) and will be held on July 21 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm in the Memorial 
Rooms. Deb will have written materials available at both sessions and copies will be available in ad-
vance on a table outside the sanctuary.  Light refreshments will be served at both sessions.  Please con-
tact Deb Traunstein at 272-0212 (daytime) or 272-6703 (evening) for more information.   

 
Area Congregations Together 
 
Do you wonder what other faith communities in Ithaca are up to, or want to get involved in service projects 
outside St. Paul's?  Area Congregations Together (ACT) is a multi-faith community service organization, 
made up of an elected community-wide board and "liaisons" from various religious congregations (currently 
Christian, Jewish, Baha'i, and Buddhist congregations are represented).  ACT promotes service projects and 
interfaith cooperation, through ventures such as the Kitchen Cupboard food pantry, the annual Cropwalk and 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, co-sponsored community-wide conversations on challenging topics, and 
mini-grants for other service organizations.  Liaisons attend monthly meetings (first Tuesday, 7 p.m., First 
Baptist Church) and, as able, pitch in for Cropwalk and other ACT events.  Karen Kaufmann, current St. 
Paul's liaison, would love company over the coming year, with an eye to passing the torch to another St. 
Paulian (or two or three) in spring 2006.  She'd be happy to answer questions (257-0528, 
tunafiki@clarityconnect.com) about this challenging but rewarding aspect of St. Paul's ministry. 

 
 

Volunteer as a Crisisline Counselor—Training begins July 5th 
Suicide Prevention and Crisis Service is seeking caring, open-minded adults to train as volunteer crisis coun-
selors.  The training is comprehensive, the volunteer work is rewarding, and the work makes a difference.  To 
find out if crisis counseling is for you, contact Paul or Judy at 272-1505 or SPCS2@juno.com. 

Opportunities for Growth 
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Adult Spiritual Growth Continues Through the Summer! 
Summer reading opportunity! 

 

Wednesday evenings, July 6 through July 27 
6:45 -8:15 pm 

Memorial Rooms  
Karen Kaufmann and some folks from the Roundtable reading group will be ex-

ploring Jim Wallis' book, God's Politics, together on four summer Wednesday evenings.  We'd welcome 
any and all participants (even casual drop-ins!).  Wonder about this current best-seller?  Jacqueline Bonner 
has a church copy you may want to look over.  We’ve ordered a limited number of copies--please contact 
Jacqueline at jfb@twcny.rr.com or 273-5971 as soon as possible to reserve a book ($18, check made pay-
able to St. Paul's United Methodist Church).  Questions?  Karen, tunafiki@clarityconnect.com, 257-0528.   
 

Tentative reading plan:  July 6, Parts I & II; July 13, Part III; July 20, Part IV; July 27, Parts V & VI. 

Adult Fellowship Class 

Sunday mornings 
9:40 – 10:25 am 

Harkness Room (downstairs across from the Dining Room) 
 

The fellowship class is a discussion class based on the principles of Christian fellowship and will be con-
tinuing throughout the summer.  The class is structured with time for attendees to get to know each other, 
then a reading of scripture followed by a discussion of key points from the scripture.  Anyone and everyone 
is welcome to attend either regularly or whenever they feel the need for additional fellowship.  Previous les-
sons have been entitled "How To Be A Healer," "God's Favor" and "Sacrifice and Redemption."  Future 
lessons will focus on the parables of Jesus and wisdom from the Old Testament.  Please join us in our 
search for God's will in our lives.  For more information contact class leader Greg Eells, 319-0244, 
gte3@cornell.edu. 

Some class participants say: 

 

“Discussions are informative and insightful.  I always leave with a deeper understanding of what it means to be a Christian in  
today's world.” Lloyd Johnson  

“Greg Eell's class isn't slippery business, but a well-planned and stimulating environment where new folks are welcomed and eve-
ryone has room to have their say, or simply listen. Greg's experience, optimism and faith have been a welcome addition to St. 
Paul's adult offerings, and we look forward to his class whenever we can make it. Greg is a natural leader who makes us think, 
and brings the Bible to life.”        Mary Ellen and Gary Stewart 

 
“Spending Sunday morning at St. Paul's reminds me of being a child and wanting two great flavors of ice cream--and then getting 
them!  The Eells study group to fellowship and discuss, and then the grace of worship together.  Does it get any better?” 
      Greg Garvan 
 
“I have only been able to attend a few times, but on each occasion have come away from the meeting feeling that the discussion 

was very spirited and highly thought provoking.”      Mark Cappello 
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Centering Prayer  
 

Wednesday evenings, starting July 6th 
5:45-6:30 pm 
Good Shepherd Room 
 
Centering Prayer is a contemplative prayer method of saying “yes” to the presence and action of the God 
within.  It is movement beyond conversation with Christ to communion with Him.  It is not meant to re-
place other kinds of prayer; rather it casts a new light and depth of meaning on them.  Centering prayer is a 
relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship.  Each session will begin with instructions 
followed by 20 minutes of silent centering prayer, and end with brief sharing about the process and experi-
ence.  You are welcome to any or all sessions.  For more information contact Sylvia Bailey at 319-0440.   

    PRAYER CHAIN RENEWAL 
   
Orientation & Training: Tuesday, June 28 
6:45 to 8:00pm 
Memorial Rooms 
  
The Prayer Chain is a group of dedicated people ("links") who pray for the concerns that St. Paulians have 
for themselves, their families, their friends, and the world.  Each "link" receives a call, offers prayers about 
the concern, and contacts the next "link" in the chain.  No previous experience is needed, training and re-
sources will be provided.  Serving on the Prayer Chain allows you to participate in an important ministry 
from your home or office.   
  

In the May 17th issue of Family Circle Elinor John found an interesting article on the Power of Prayer.  In 
it the author says the following: "Many Americans consider prayer so vital for healing that it's the number-
one form of alternative medicine they turn to when illness strikes.  A Harvard study published last year 
showed that of those who prayed for recovery from medical problems, 69 percent found it very helpful.  
Given the impact faith has on health, it's a phenomenon well worth examining."  There are on-going studies 
taking place.  In the article three points were made. " 1) Prayer literally does the heart good, 2) Prayer can 
promote healing, 3) Faith extends life."  All of these conclusions have come about through extensive re-
search conducted by many professionals worldwide. 
  

The "wheels" have been set in motion to revitalize our Prayer Chain.  If you are interested in participating 
in this powerful ministry, or have questions, please attend the Orientation and Training.  Drop-ins for in-
formation are encouraged to join us!  
 

Feel free to contact Jacqueline through the church office or Elinor John at 273-0915, if you have 
questions prior to the meeting. 

 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: Alex Arnold (Ellie & Adam Phil-
lips-Burdge’s nephew), Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bonner’s 
brother),  Enid Brown, Mary Burdge (Ellie Phillips-
Burdge’s grandmother), Don Cameron, Karen Gonzalez 
(Bill and Roberta Schoch’s daughter), Art Kulp, Ethan Lil-
lard, Emma McKechnie (Don McKechnie's mother), Jim 
and Muriel Milks, Betty Packer, Frank Packer (Betty 
Packer’s son), Mr. Robert O. Perry (friend of LaVerne Sny-
der), Patti Sample, Robert Scheibe (Cyndy Scheibe’s fa-
ther), Roy Stewart (Gary Stewart's father), Marcia Taylor 
(Lisa Waldrop’s sister-in-law), Emily Weiss (Elaine Weiss’ 
mother-in-law) 
 
 
Our prayers and sympathies go out to the friends and fami-
lies of Daniel Hartman (John Bradburn’s stepfather) who 
died on May 10, 2005, Elson Glover who died on May 15, 
2005, William Jenks who died May 27, 2005, David 
Threadgill, Sr. (Stacy Wilson’s grandfather) who died June 
16, 2005, and Madeline Maybee who died June 17, 2005.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember that we will be starting a 
new prayer list on the first Sunday of each 
month. If you wish to have someone listed or 
have their name remain on the list you will 
need to contact the church office each month 
at 273-5971 or schurch@twcny.rr.com. This 
new policy will help the staff to keep updated 
on each person listed. Thank you. 


