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St. Paul’s Letter 
February 2003  

A Reconciling 
Congregation 
where all are  

invited to share 
the Basics of 

God’s love with 
the world 

A young girl had been crying and crying but did not want to talk about what was going 
on. “Why does it hurt so much?” she asked her mother.  Her mom responded: “Pain is 
God’s way of saying your heart is broken.” 
“I don’t need God to tell me my heart is broken,” she cried.  “ I just need him to fix it.” 
Her mother responded:  “Well, better give God all the pieces.  God can’t fix your bro-
ken heart if you don’t give him all the pieces.”  
 
So often we forget to give “all the pieces” of our challenges and pain and questions to 
God.  We think that our own issues are too trivial to pray about compared to pain and 
suffering of the rest of the world.  Or we think we have to figure out everything and 
carry the burden and responsibilities of our families, jobs, friends, and organizations.  
We forget to set aside the time and space to pray, to be with God, to lift up all the pieces 
of our lives for divine guidance and healing.   
 
We live in a time where there is tremendous fear, suffering, and danger in the world—it 
is in our face every time we encounter the news. It  is overwhelming, and hard for us to 
know how to respond. Plans are underway at St. Paul’s to gather interested people to-
gether and brainstorm ways to respond to the possibilities and implications of war—as 
individuals and as a faith community.  But whether we are worrying about a car pay-
ment, an overscheduled day or a world war, our directions are the same:  give all the 
pieces to God.   
                                                                              Blessings, REBECCA DOLCH 

February 9th  is the Sunday before Valentine’s Day and the worship topic will be “Love 
is a Stretch.”   Rebecca Dolch will talk about the challenges of relationships, we will 
celebrate the anniversary of becoming a Reconciling Congregation, and prepare for the 
racism workshop with Calvary Baptist in the afternoon.  
 
 
Worship on February 23rd  will feature the heartfelt music of Bluegrass and  the theme  
“Longing for More, Longing for God.” 
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Child Care 
Sunday, 9:00 AM 

 
Adult Church School 

Sunday, 9:15 AM 
 

Children’s Discovery Groups 
Sunday, 10:45 AM 

 
Worship Service 

Sunday, 10:30 AM 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:00 PM 
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February 2 
Psalm 111(UMH 832) 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
1 Corinthians 8: 1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 
 
February 9 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c(UMH859) 
Isaiah 40:21-31 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 
 
February 16 
Psalm 30 (UMH 762) 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
Mark 1:40-45 
 
February 23 
Psalm 41 (UMH 776) 
Isaiah 43:18-25 
2 Corinthians 1:18-22 
Mark 2:1-12 

Lectionary for February: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Family Life Minister 
Cheryl R. McGraw 
 
Spiritual Gifts  
Director 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Program Manager 
Marilou Slattery 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Marcella Nolan 
 
Pastor of Spiritual Growth 
Rev. Nelson Reppert 
 
Pastor of Visitation  
Ministries 
Bud Dolch 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 

Music Director 
John W. White 
 
Organist 
Erik Kibelsbeck 
 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Director 
Joan Reppert 
 
Custodian 
Clare Hardesty 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 
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Friends and Fellowship Gatherings 
Spring 2003 

Would you like to host a one-time small group gathering to get to know other St. 
Paulians? The possibilities are endless...you could have a dessert and discussion, a 
family games night, a young couples gathering, ice skating and hot chocolate, cross 
country skiing and warming up by the fire, a dinner dish-to-pass, the list goes on! To 
host, contact Leslie Sadler (mls73@cornell.edu, 272-2753), complete and return the 
form below, or call the church office. Indicate the type of activity you would like to 
host, the location, number of people, and any other important information. We’ll post 
these Friends and Fellowship events AND list them in the newsletter and invite people 
to sign up. These events are sponsored by the Small Group Ministry Team. 
 

Gathering #1: 
Dessert and Games Night                                   Host: Leslie Sadler                    
Date:    Saturday, Feb. 22                                   Time: 7:00 PM 
Join Leslie for a dish-to-pass dessert and a fun-filled night of adult games like Cranium, Taboo, 
and Scatergories. Bring your favorite game to share! 

Sunday, Feb. 9th        2– 5 pm at Calvary Baptist Church 
 
On Sunday, February 9th we are being invited to join other members of St. Paul’s along with 
our friends from Calvary Baptist Church as we discuss, “Race, Christianity and You.”  Rever-
end Ken Clarke, Director of Cornell United Religious Work, will lead the discussion to be held 
at Calvary Baptist Church, 507 North Albany Street in Ithaca.  It is the goal of this event to cre-
ate an atmosphere that is welcoming, loving and conducive to honest conversations on one of 
the most challenging issues of our time. We will begin the conversation together and then have 
the opportunity to split off into two separate groups for the rest of the event.  

Race, Christianity, and YOU 

 
    Yes, I/we are interested in the Friends and Fellowship Gatherings. 

 
NAME ____________________________________  PHONE  ____________________ 
 

    I/We would be interested in hosting an event. Date/time:_________________________ # of people: _________ 
 
             Type of event: __________________________________________________________________________ 

    Family-oriented  
    Adults only 
    Children only 

 
I/We would like to attend the Dessert and Games Night on Feb. 22 

AROUND THE CHURCH 
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Are you confused about choosing an electricity supplier? 
Then join Co-opPlus, the new energy coop that St. Paul's 

helped to start. 
 
An energy co-op has just been formed, and St. Paul's has played an integral role in its formation. The Co-opPlus En-
ergy Co-operative of Central New York was incorporated the day after Thanksgiving 2002 with Kirk Smith, St. 
Paul's Chair of Trustees, as one of the 5 original board members. This is the result of more than 2 years of committee 
meetings focused on this question. 

"How can we take advantage of the de-regulation of the utility industry to benefit small users and to promote 
the use of renewable, environmentally friendly energy technologies."  

Kirk Smith got involved with this effort as Chair of Trustees to seek for ways to save the church money on energy 
purchases and to pursue a way to implement a Methodist Social Principle that exhorts us to be good stewards of the 
earth's natural resources.  
 

Electricity supply is the first achievement of Co-opPlus in line with the "Voice 
your Choice" program of NYSEG in which customers have the opportunity to 
chose an alternate supplier of electricity. Co-opPlus has negotiated a group rate 
with NYSEG Solutions that provides a modest saving to residential electric cus-
tomers. We had to sign-up at least 100 members by the end of 2002 to qualify 
for the group rate. With the help of about 15 St. Paulian's, we signed-up 164 
members for the co-op to get things started. We are still able to sign-up mem-
bers through April 30.  

 
Contact Kirk Smith at 273-7644 or KirklandSmith@eaton.com to get more information about joining the Co-opPlus. 
Kirk will also be available after church on most Sundays to explain the co-op and the electricity program and to sign-
up new members. Look for Kirk during the coffee time. 

St. Paul’s Weekday Nursery 
School 

The phone is ringing and visitors are coming in.  Its time 
to start thinking about next school year at St. Paul’s 
Weekday Nursery School.  
Our program has morning 
classes for two, three and 
four year olds in small 
separate classes.  We’ve 
been operating our suc-
cessful program since 
1956.  Priority registration 
(including church mem-
bers) will be held Febru-
ary 3-14.  Those spots re-
maining will be open to the community February 24.  
For more information look for our brochure in the Wel-
come Room or give teach-director Beth Mudge a call 
through the church office at 273-5971. 
 

A Note to Cookie Bakers 
 
It has been brought to our attention that we have some 
children in our congregation who are allergic to peanuts 
and peanut products.  We would like to ask persons who 
donate cookies or desserts for the Fellowship Hour and/
or any church-wide function to please label any item that 
might contain peanuts so that we do not cause a problem 
for anyone concerned. 
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HOLIDAY THANKS 

Thanks to Christmas Eve Ushers 
 
A big thank you to the following people who helped to 
make the Christmas Eve Services flow nicely by being 
ushers.  Helen Pai, Les and Ruth Freeman, Stewart Un-
derwood, Jean Hyde, Scott Means, Maureen Cowen, Dale 
Baker, Carolyn and Steve Beyers, Mary and Dale Mills, 
Mary Kuentz, Wright Kirk, Larry and Sara Jane Hymes, 
Lloyd and Wendy Johnson, George Gull, Nancy Potter, 
Cindy Allen, Saralyn Ward and Harold Wheat. 
 
 

Thank You From  
Marian Van de Velde 

 
Thanks to Rebecca and Bud and to the ones who assisted 
my friend, Karen Chimento, to celebrate my birthday on 
December 15th.  Thank you to the staff and to the great 
congregation. Everyone is so wonderful.  I enjoy so much 
being a part of it.  Thanks again and God Bless all of you. 
                                       Love, Marian Van deVelde 
 

Another Thank You 
 
Dear Cheryl & Children, 
             On behalf of The Salvation Army of Ithaca, and 
the people that will benefit from it, I would like to take 
this opportunity to say “Thank You” for your most gener-
ous donation of 100 “Shoebox Gifts” made by the chil-
dren of your church, to us for use in our Christmas Assis-
tance Program. 
             The recipients of these gifts greatly appreciate 
your thoughtfulness! 
             Thank you for thinking of the needs of “Others” 
in our community, especially during this busy time of the 
year. 
             May God bless you now and throughout 2003! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ronald L. Lugiano, Major 
Corps Commanding Officer 

Thanks to Christmas Bulletin  
Folders 

 
The following people folded the many bulletins that are 
needed for the various Christmas services held at St. 
Paul’s.  Thanks to Carol Sammis, John and Audrey 
Bradburn, Alice Consolvo, Jean Hyde, Howard and 
Carolyn Longhouse, Julie Weeks, Christine Stockwell 
and Ed and Judy Roberts.   
 

More Thanks 
 
Dear St. Paul’s Church: 
             On behalf of the Louis Gossett, Jr. Residential 
Center, I would like to express our gratitude for your 
generosity and thoughtfulness during the recent holi-
days. 
             As you know, the holiday season is generally a 
difficult one for many of our residents.  As such, we try 
to make this time as meaningful as possible and can 
only do so with the help of community members such 
as yourself.  With your donation of gifts, we were able 
to insure that all residents received presents on Christ-
mas morning.   
             On behalf of the residents at Louis Gossett 
Residential Center, please accept our warmest heartfelt 
appreciation for all you have done. 
                                       Cordially,           
                                       Joseph M. Impicciatore 
                                       Facility Director 
 
To the people who helped us at Christmas at the Salva-
tion Army.   
All the gifts you gave to my family really touched us 
deeply.  My children were very happy and they treasure 
everything.  It was a good time for your wonderful 
miracle.  I have been out of work for one month due to 
health issues. Bills were piling up and I couldn’t afford 
anything.  I still go to the doctors, but because of what 
you’ve done my heavy burden was lifted.  Thank you 
for the kindness of your hearts.           
                                       Family #5 8 



UMW NEWS & NOTES  
  

New York City Reflections 
The December bus trip to New York City was an experience and a half.  Twenty-five women 
from St. Paul's boarded a Swartout bus at 6:30 a.m.  From the onset, the weather was increasingly 
threatening but no one seemed to be overly concerned, thanks to the professional driving of our 
intrepid bus driver, Jim.  We arrived in the city proper a little before 1:00 p.m., with just enough 
time to grab a bite of lunch in one of the shops in Rockefeller Plaza and then dash for the 2:00 
show at Radio City Music Hall.  The falling snow (and slush) provided a special ambience in the 
city.  The big tree in Rockefeller Center and the accompanying decorations were lovely.  The 
show itself was wonderfully creative, colorful, and thoroughly enjoyable. We left the theater 
aorund 4:15 and boarded the bus for home - still snowing!  Leaving NYC and into NJ, it was 
bumper-to-bumper.  Around 8 p.m. we arrived at our dinner location near the Delaware Water Gap, and after an hour or so we 
headed for Ithaca, arriving at our drop-off point safe and sound about 1:00 a.m.  It was a long day but through it all no one really 
complained and we enjoyed each others company thoroughly.  As Rebecca said, a lot of bonding went on that day!!  Our thanks 
to Jane Zimmer and Carolyn Longhouse for arranging this special activity! 
  

PECANS! 
We have a fair number of pecans available and you may purchase some by contacting Barb Wernham at 277-3471! 

  

Giving Tree Success 
The giving tree has again been a great success and we thank all of you for being so generous!  Deliveries 
and mailings were made the week of December 15. 
  
Watch your church bulletin and the next newsletter for upcoming events. 
 
 

ATTENTION KNITTERS 
Keep in mind there is a generous supply of yarn available at the church.  If you need an assist in getting it, 
please let Elinor know - 273-0915 or catch her after church most Sundays.  This is the time of year for mak-
ing blankets for UMCOR, St. Paul's babies and the Red Cross. 

  

 
Campbell’s Soup Labels 

We recently sent 400 Campbells labels to The Neigborhood Center at Utica toward their goal 
of a computer for the pre-schoolers.  We also have a nice number of Tops tapes to go to the 
Senior Center.  Keep both of these items coming!  They are deeply appreciated and 
needed.  Many thanks to all of you who take the time to do this. 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
The Protestant Cooperative Ministry of Cornell University and the Wesley Foundation would like to announce several 
scholarship opportunities available to eligible undergraduate and graduate Cornell students. 
 
The William P. Kocher Scholarship is a merit-based award available to students belonging to United Methodist, Pres-
byterian Church (USA), American Baptist or United Church of Christ faiths, and the deadline is Friday, February 7, 
2003. 

6 St. Paul’s Letter 
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The Origin of "Black History Month" 
Official Theme for 2003: 

The Souls of Black Folk (100th Anniversary) 
 

Carter G. Woodson, (1875-1950) noted Black scholar and historian and son of former slaves, founded the 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History in 1915, which was later renamed the Association for 
the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH).He initiated Black History Week, February 12, 
1926. For many years the 2nd week of February (chosen so as to coincide with the birthdays of Frederick 
Douglass and Abraham Lincoln) was celebrated by Black people in the United States. In 1976, as part of the 
nation's Bicentennial, it was expanded and became established as Black History Month, and is now cele-
brated all over North America. 

 
“We should emphasize not Negro History, but the Negro in history. What we need is not a history of se-
lected races or nations, but the history of the world void of national bias, race hate, and religious preju-
dice.” 
Carter Woodson (1875-1950) 
on founding Negro History Week, 1926 
 
 

              St. Paul's United Methodist Church  
     Statement of Reconciliation  

     Adopted by Church Conference vote on February 1, 1998 
 
Because we are an invitational church, we, as members of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, affirm Christ's unconditional invi-

tation to all to seek a personal relationship with God through him. 
 
Because we are a supportive, inclusive church, we affirm all loving relationships among people, and further affirm that love is 

found in friendships, parent-child relationships, heterosexual relationships, homosexual relationships, and families cre-
ated by birth or by choice. 

 
Because we are a Christ-centered church, we believe Christ when he said that in Christ there are only two commandments.  We 

must love God with all our heart and soul, and love our neighbor, whether that neighbor is like or unlike us, as ourselves.  
We believe this commandment allows us to draw no boundaries between acceptable and unacceptable members of our 
church. 

 
Because we are a United Methodist Church, we rejoice in our church's history of fighting injustice and oppression, of calling at-

tention to the needs and rights of all persons.  We challenge ourselves and our denomination to affirm in word and deed 
the fundamental spiritual principle that all people are children of God. 

 
Because we are a people of faith, we believe that it is part of our ministry and God's plan to affirm the glori-

ous diversity of our community, made up of people of different ages, abilities, races, ethnicities, genders, back-
grounds, nationalities, and sexual orientations, and yet to affirm also the unity we experience in Christ.  We pray that 
in so doing we will encourage all persons of faith as they work for God's Glory. 
 
We hereby affirm our commitment to the basic principles of our faith by declaring St. Paul's United Methodist Church a Recon-
ciling Congregation, a congregation which welcomes gay men, lesbians, and bisexuals into the same community of faith into 
which all are invited.  We pledge also to work for the day when society will welcome in the same way Christ welcomes. 
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Sat., 2/1            10:00am-Adult Retreat-Casowasco 
 

Sun., 2/2           9:30 am-Durham Class-Mott Room  
                         9:30 am-Childcare 
                         9:30 am-Chancel Choir-Choir Room                                                                       
                         9:30 am-Children’s Choir-C.C.R  
                         9:30 am-Families and Faith-C.L. 
                         10:30am-Worship-Communion-R. Dolch  
                         10:45am-Discovery Groups 
                         11:30am-Brunch—Dining Room   
                         12:00pm-Youth Gourps 
                         12:00pm-Dance Group Rehearsal 
                         5:00 pm-Disciple Bible I Class - Mott   
 

Tues., 2/4         6:30pm-Young Adult Group-rotating  
                         locations 
                         7:00pm-Scouts-Senior High Room                            

Wed., 2/5         9:30am-Disciple II Bible Study-Mott  Room  
 

Thurs., 2/6       6:00pm-Festival Chimes-Bell Choir Room. 
                         6:15pm-Glory Singers-Choir Room 
                         7:00pm-Adult Spiritual Growth-M.R. 
                         7:30pm-Chancel Choir-Choir Room 
 

Fri., 2/7            7:00pm-Men’s B.&D.-Royal Court 
 

Sun., 2/9          Kitchen Cupboard Sunday                        
                         Regular Schedule-see 2/2 
                         10:30am-Worship-R. Dolch 
                         10:45am-Discovery Groups 
                         11:30am-Reception for Reconciling Sun-

MR 
                         12:00am-Youth Groups  
                         2:00pm—Race, Christianity, and You-
                         Calvary Baptist Church 
                         5:00pm-Disciple Bible I Class - Mott  Room 
 

Tues., 2/11       12:00pm-UMW Executive Committee-
             N.M.R. 

                         6:30pm-Young Adult Group-rotating  
                         locations 
                         7:00pm-Scouts-Senior High Room 
 

Wed., 2/12       9:30am-Disciple II Bible Study-Mott 
                         7:00pm-Caregivers-Good Shepherd Room                           

Thurs., 2/13     6:00pm-Festival Chimes-Bell Room 
                         6:00pm-Glory Singers-Choir Room 
                         7:30pm-Chancel Choir-Choir Room                            

Fri., 2/14          7:00am-Men’s B.&D.-Royal Court 
                        5:30pm-Middle School Sponsored Dinner/ 
                        Music-Dining Room 
 

Sat., 2/15         March Newsletter Deadline                          

Sun., 2/16        8:00am-Men’s Breakfast-Dining Room 
                        Regular Schedule—See 2/2 
                        10:30am-Worship-Rebecca Dolch 
                        Family Worship-no Discovery Groups  
                        11:30am-Fellowship-Memorial Rooms 
                        12:00pm-Senior High Youth Group 
                        12:00pm-Middle School youth Group 
                        5:00pm-Disciple I Bible Study 
Mon., 2/17       President’s Day-Office Closed     
                        1:00pm-Spertles Circle-Memorial Rooms                             

Tues., 2/18      6:00pm-Finance Committee-Mott Room 
                        6:30pm-Young Adult Group-rotating  
                        locations 

 

                        7:00pm-Church Council-Memorial Rooms 
                        7:00pm-Scouts-Senior High Room                            

Wed., 2/19       9:30am-Disciple II Bible Study-Mott   
                        10:00am-Wednesday AM Circle-M.R. 
                        5:00pm-Home Small Grps Team-M.R.’s    
 

Thurs., 2/20     6:00pm-Festival Chimes-Bell Choir Room 
                        6:15pm-Glory Singers-Choir Room 
                        7:30pm-Chancel Choir-Choir Room                           

Fri., 2/21          7:00am-Men’s B&D-Royal Court                          

Sun., 2/23        Regular Schedule-See 2/2 
                        10:30am-Worship-Rebecca Dolch 
                        10:45am-Discovery Groups 
                        11:30am-Fellowship-Memorial Rooms 
                        12:00pm-Senior High Youth Group 
                        12:00pm-Middle School youth Group 
                        5:00pm Disciple I Bible Study 
 

Mon., 2/24       7:00pm-Spiritual Gifts MA-Memorial Rms. 
                        7:30pm-Trustees-Mott Room 
 

Tues., 2/25      6:30pm-Young Adult Grp.-Rotating Loc’s 
                        7:00pm-Scouts-Senior High Room 
                        7:00pm-Tuesday Talk-Memorial Rooms      

Wed., 2/26       9:30am-Disciple II Bible Study-Mott Rm. 
 

Thur., 2/27       6:00pm-Festival Chimes-Bell Room 
                        6:15pm-Glory Singers-Choir Room 
                        7:00pm-Staff Parish RC-GSR 
                        7:30pm-Chancel Choir-Choir Room           
 

Fri., 2/28          7:00am-Men’s B&D-Royal Court 
 
 

Room Key:   B.C.R.: Bell Choir Room; C.L.: Crawford Lounge: C.
R.: Choir Room; C.C.R.: Children’s Choir Room D.R.: 
Dining Room; M.R.: Memorial Rooms;          Mott: 
Mott Room;  N.M.R.: North Memorial Room;  S.H.R.: 
Senior High Room; S.: Sanctuary; G.S.R.: Good 
Shepherd Room (formerly the Senior Pastor’s Office). 

St. Paul’s February Calendar 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: Gladys Bailey 
(Sylvia Bailey’s mother), Jack Bailey 
(Sylvia Bailey’s uncle), Frank Bonner 
(Jacqueline Bonner’s brother), Betty 
Burkart (Jim Bohnsack's mother), Karl 
Cuykendall (Martha McGraw’s nephew), 
Irene Gull (George Gull’s mother), Sue 
Gutelius, Laurie Hahn (Nancy Potter’s 
friend), Alice Kany (Judy Kany’s mother), Bob 
Myers (Lynda Myers’ father), Doris Mitchell, Dave 
Moshier (friend of the Beyers’ family), Jean 
Payne, Willard Potter (Nancy Potter’s uncle), Julia 
Stringer (Chris Milner’s grandmother), George 
Zimmer (Jane Zimmer’s husband) 
 
Our sympathies and prayers go out to the family 
and friends of Robert (Bob) Anderson who died on 
November 19, 2002; Marian Knapp who died on 
December 1, 2002; Marty Cockram who died in 
December; Larry Cobb (Stu Cobb’s brother) and 
Ruth Hanselman who both died on January 2, 

2003; William Fisher (Bishop Violet Fisher’s 
father) who died on January 12, 2003; and 
David White (John White’s brother) who died 
on January 12, 2003.  Condolences may be 
sent to the Bishop at her office, 1010 East 
Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607. 
 
Congratulations are offered to Naomi Stock-

well and Fahim Mahgsoudi on the birth of a daughter, 
Emelia Christine Stockwell on November 25th, and to 
Ramona and Richard Ehrhardt, Thomas and Joseph 
on the safe arrival of twin boys, Aldan and Calvin born 
on November 26th, 2002.  A warm welcome from their 
St. Paul’s family is extended to each of these blessed 
babies! 
 
Please remember that we will be starting a new prayer list on the 
first Sunday of each month. If you wish to have someone listed or 
have their name remain on the list you will need to contact the 
church office each month at 273-5971 or schurch@twcny.rr.
com. This new policy will help the staff to keep updated on each 
person listed. Thank you. 

 About Us 


