
A Reconciling 
Congregation 
where all are  

invited to share 
the Basics of 

God’s love with 
the world 

One of my favorite things about Christmas is the Christmas 
Tree.  I love the smell, the colorful ornaments, the lights, the 
symbolism of “ever-green.”  The tree symbolizes the tree of 
Life from the Genesis story in the Bible, and the Cross—the 
tree of the transformation of suffering and death into grace 
and eternal life.  

 
Trees carry symbolism in many other religions as well. At the Tibetan Culture 
Day held in the Dining Room of St. Paul’s, one of the monks gave a teaching 
about spiritual practices.  He encouraged us “to stand tall and still like a tree” 
when strong difficult emotions come upon us.  In that posture of deep silence and 
stillness, we can let the emotions wash over us like rain on the leaves “until our 
peacefulness returns.”  
 
The Christmas season can be a time of light and love and joy. And it can be a time 
of strong emotion--sorrow, anxiety, disappointment. Therefore, on the spiritual 
path we are called to remember the tree. Tall and still like the Buddhist meditation 
tree, or full of light and freshness like the Christmas tree, it is a reminder of Em-
manuel—“God with us.”  
 
May the Blessings of Christ be with you this Holy Christmas Season. 
 
Rebecca Dolch 

Christmas Eve is on Sunday this Year 
 

See the insert for all of the Advent activities of the season 
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2 St. Paul’s Letter 

Lectionary Readings for December: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Cindy DeLorme 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director & Organist 
John W. White 
 
Assistant Organist & 
Rehearsal Accompanist 
Andi Merrill 

Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s & Youth 
Choir Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:00PM 

December 3, 2006 
Psalm 25:1-10 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 
 
December 10, 2006 
Luke 1:68-79 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 
 
December 17, 2006 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

Christmas Eve 
Psalm 96 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

December 24, 2006 
Luke 1:47-55 
Micah 5:2-5 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 

December 31, 2006 
Psalm 148 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 
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Worship Schedule 
Services at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 
December 3 Advent I, New Members, Holy Communion, Rebecca Dolch preaching. 
  Special Music by the Chancel Choir 
 
December 10  Advent 2  Rebecca Dolch preaching. 
  Music by the Chancel Choir and the Bell Choir 
 
December 17  Advent 3  Rebecca Dolch preaching. 
  Music by Chancel Choir, Glory Singers, Children’s Choir, and guest Michael Treat. 
 
December 24  Advent 4  Rebecca Dolch preaching at all services  
 
Morning Services: 8:30 a.m. Early Service with Communion 

10:30 a.m.  Family Worship with Special Music 
 

Evening Services   7:00 p.m. Brass Choir 
   7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service for all ages 
       with Children’s Pageant 

9:30 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service 
    with special music by Chancel Choir 

 
December 31  Sunday after Christmas 
  8:30 a.m. NO EARLY SERVICE 
  10:30 a.m. Worship Service  

 

The Thank Offering is a tradition we received from the Korean Methodist 
Church through our former bishop Hae-Jong Kim.  It is an opportunity to 

give a special gift to God in thanksgiving for specific blessings we have re-
ceived during the year.  Bishop Kim tells the story of how his mother’s last 
words to her children were, “Remember to give a Thank Offering.  I am so 
grateful for my life.”  We offer this opportunity to give a gift to God in this 
spirit of gratitude at the close of the year—look for the special Thank Offer-

ing envelope in the Sunday bulletin throughout December.  
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St.Paul’s Connections 

Eat at Church Potluck 
Need a little relaxing break from 

the hectic pace of the holiday sea-
son?  Join your St. Paul’s family 

on Thursday, December 7th 
from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm in the 
Memorial Rooms for St. Paul’s 
monthly First Thursday Potluck.  
Enjoy a fun and easy meal without an agenda or ad-
ditional tasks before continuing on with your eve-

ning.  Just bring something SIMPLE to share and a 
desire to spend time with your church family! 

A New Small Group at St Paul’s 
Women in the Middle:  Exploring What Our 

Second Sixties Will Be 
 
Have you considered gathering together with a group of 
women to discuss life and faith as you move away from 
the raising kids and growing career years?  If  Wood-
stock was a part of your first sixties (whether you joined 
in or not), and you’re starting to wonder what this new 
season of life has to offer, join us as we gather to ex-
plore what this small group will be. 
 
WHAT: Gather with other women to brainstorm 
  about a women’s small group 
WHEN: Thursday, January 25, 2007 
TIME:  7:00 – 8:30 PM 
WHERE: St Paul’s Memorial Room 
 
For more information, contact Facilitator Ellie Hall 
Minnis at 351-6760 or gourdartbyellie@gmail.com. 

St. Paul’s welcomes Cindy DeLorme, our new office manager. Cindy is no stranger to the United Methodist 
Church. Her mother was office manager at Oakwood United Methodist Church in Elmira Heights for over 20 
years.  Cindy remembers playing on the floor of the office, and spending many summers at Camp Casowasco. 
Her grandfather, Robert DeLorme, was a United Methodist Pastor in the Central New York Conference. 
 
Cindy graduated from Elmira Heights High School in 1989.  She attended Iona College in New Rochelle, New 
York, majoring in journalism and economics.  She worked as an office administrator in a legal firm in Manhat-
tan for four years, as a police and court reporter for the Elmira Star Gazette for 1½ years, and in retail manage-
ment here in Ithaca before starting at St. Paul’s on October 23. 
   
Cindy manages the data base, the weekly bulletin, all the calendar information, and office volunteers. Her role 
also includes purchasing, reception, service contracts, program assistance, and hundreds of other details that 
come with running an office in a volunteer organization.  
 
Cindy says: “The people of St. Paul’s are so warm and welcoming, and the job is very interesting—never a 
dull moment! “  Her supervisor Jacqueline Bonner says:  “Cindy is both a delightful person and a skilled man-
ager.  We are very fortunate to have her at St. Paul’s.”  
 
Cindy has two children who have started attending Faith Explorers: Ellie, age  9, and Joshua, age 5.  Cindy and 
her partner Tony Greco are parents of 6-month-old Chloe.  Cindy, Tony, and Chloe will appear at the Christ-
mas Eve service as Mary, Joseph and the Baby Jesus! 

to Cindy DeLorme 
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Stewardship 
Stewardship Moment 
Here is the challenge:  can you outgive God?  Can any of us?  Malachi 3:10 tells us to “bring the full tithes into 
the storehouse...and thereby put me to the test, says the Lord….”  As we move into Advent and finish up our 
pledge campaign, the interesting questions are both, “Do we bring our full tithes to the Lord?” and “Can we 
ever outgive all the blessings He gives us?”  Daily Guideposts recently reported on a man who was trying to 
decide whether to keep tithing, and he wondered if God would forgive his commitment if he lessened it in this 
troubled time.  Then, he remembered his dad’s words, “Whatever you give or don’t give won’t make God love 
you less.”  Tithing is an adventure in trusting God.  Give God a chance at your life.  Try something big.  Un-
fold your soul’s wings.  Put God in charge.  This is a thought for all of us, as we prepare to celebrate the birth 
of the One who saves us. 
 

Stewardship Campaign 
No firm results can be determined at this time, but we will have a pretty good sense of 
where we stand when pledges are dedicated in church on December 3rd.  We also plan for a 
session in January to evaluate the stewardship campaigns at St. Paul’s and what we might 
do in the future to improve.  Everyone is invited to join us for this conversation, particularly 
shepherds, staff members, and those who have participated in previous campaigns. 
 

Next meeting of the Stewardship Committee is January 7, Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m.  
We welcome anyone who has an interest in stewardship at St. Paul’s. 

Have you always 
meant to write a 

will but never 
quite got to it? 

Have life circumstances 
changed so that you’ve been 

thinking about changing your 
estate plans? 

Do you have a 
will that was 
written more 
than 5 years 
ago? 

Leaving your Legacy...to Whom? 
January 23, 2007, Tuesday, 7:00 pm 

Mariette Geldenhuys will lead a discussion about estate planning and good stewardship at St. Paul’s on 
Tuesday, January 23rd at 7:00 pm.  Please join us to learn more about the current state of wills, estate plan-
ning and opportunities you have to be a good steward of your life’s work upon your death.  All are invited!   
RSVP requested —  ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org 
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Opportunities during Advent 
 
This year we offer adults a choice of three Advent devotional booklets.  Two are selections from the works of 
Henri J.M. Nouwen (1932-1996), one of the most widely read and profound spiritual writers of our time.   
These booklets make this spiritual discipline simple with a daily Scripture, brief meditation, and a related 
prayer.  The third booklet offers meditations to accompany various activities of the season to keep reminding 
you that Christ is the Heart of Christmas.  The suggested donation for each booklet is $1. 
 
   
Our Light and Our Salvation 
 
Advent reflections from the works of Henri J.M. Nouwen 
 
This collection of excerpts from Henri Nouwen’s writings offers us many of his most beautiful 
expressions of hope and longing for God’s presence. What theme could better help us anticipate 
the birth of Jesus, finding our own Advent hope for the presences of God in our lives?  
 

 

The Lord Is Near 
 
Advent reflections from the works of Henri J.M. Nouwen  
These Advent meditations from Henri Nouwen’s works help us prepare with hope and joy 
for the celebration of Christ’s coming among us. The suggested prayer, reflection, or action 
that accompanies many of the readings encourages us to incorporate the meditation into our 
daily life. 

 
 
Christ is the Heart of Christmas 
 
The days before Christmas can be very busy ones, filled with all kinds of traditions 
that are part of your holiday preparation—things like putting up a tree, decorating the 
house, sending and receiving card, baking cookies, shopping, wrapping…  This book-
let is written for all of us who feel busy enough already without adding another activity 
to the sometimes hectic days before Christmas.  These devotions offer things to ponder 
and pray about while you do the things you would be doing anyway.  As you begin one 
of your holiday activities, take a moment to read the brief devotion written for that specific task or time and 
allow your heart to reconnect with the purpose behind it. 

Adult Spiritual Growth 

ADVENT RESOURCES FOR ALL AGES 
 
Advent resources for all ages--adults, families, children--are available on the table in the hallway near the 
church office.  Advent is the beginning of a new church year, and so is an especially appropriate time to 
commit, or recommit, to regular devotional time.  Consider how this practice may enrich your holiday ex-
perience and help keep your hearts and minds grounded in the true essence of the season.  
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St. Paul’s Annual Adult Retreat 

The Discipline of Forgiveness 

The Rev. Carrie Call, Leader 

Saturday morning, March 3 —  lunch on Sunday, March 4 
Light on the Hill Retreat Center, Spencer 

 
The commandment to forgive is one of the most difficult in all of the Christian life. Not only is it challenging 
within our personal lives, but also on a global scale as we face terrorism, random acts of violence, and geno-
cide. Yet as disciples, we must consider forgiveness as a central part of our spiritual life and health. How then, 
do we come to terms with the most difficult commandment? 
 
At this retreat we'll explore the dimensions of forgiveness on the personal, interpersonal, and global levels. 
What makes it hard, why we balk at it, what it means in relationship to justice and mercy, and more. Using 
case examples from our own and other's lives (as well as international and historical sources) we'll tackle the 
questions head on and come to a better understanding how to follow Jesus' path toward forgiveness. 
 
Sign up now to reserve your place at St. Paul’s annual adult retreat led by the Rev. Dr. Carrie Call. Carrie, a 
former member of St. Paul’s, is now the Director of the Office for Civic and Social Engagement at St. Mary’s 
College in Notre Dame, Indiana.  She also is an ordained United Church of Christ pastor, a lecturer in Psychol-
ogy and an experienced retreat leader. 
 
The beautiful Inner Light Lodge at Light on the Hill Retreat Center in Spencer has been reserved for this 
“adults only” event. The retreat will begin at 10:00 am on Saturday and end after lunch on Sunday.  Cost per 
person is $95, including meals and overnight lodging.  The retreat is limited to the first 25 paid registrants.   
 
Some readings will be distributed prior to the retreat, so be sure to sign up early! 
 
For more info, contact Jacqueline, 273-5971 or jbonner@stpaulsithaca.org.  

The Discipline of Forgiveness Adult Retreat 
Saturday-Sunday, March 3-4, 2007 

 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone____________________________ E-mail__________________________________ 
 
Please make your $98 check payable to St. Paul's United Methodist Church, include “Adult Retreat” in the 
memo line, and return this form with your registration fee to the church office.  Participation is limited to the first 
25 paid registrants. 
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The Faith Explorers are halfway through The Ten Commandments unit. They are coming to appreciate the 
need for rules; they learning about how God provided the Ten Commandments for the Israelites and what 
those commandments mean; and they are exploring The Golden Rule, Jesus' gift of loving guidance. All this 
good learning takes place in five interactive, multi-dimensional workshops, where children use their senses, 
their minds, their bodies, and their hearts to grapple with these grand concepts. 
 

Five Workshops invite exploration of the Ten Commandments 
 

Rules for Life: The children will understand the Ten Commandments in light of the Exodus 
story and will transform their understanding of why rules are necessary by working in pairs to 
tell a story about what rules an alien might need if it was attending their school for a day.  

 
Honoring God: This workshop focuses on the commandments about our relationship with 
God, which can be understood in the shema verse: "You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might." (Deuteronomy 6:5) The children 
craft a mezuzah in which they will store a written copy of the shema. 
 
Faithfulness: Respect for the Sabbath, for mothers and fathers, and keeping our promises are 
the focus of this workshop.  Children are invited to write or draw their responses to the ques-
tion, "What does it mean to be faithful?" 
 
Laws of the Land: A workshop based on the wisdom found in a story, The Sign in Mendel’s 
Window. Children identify and discuss lies, covetousness, and stealing in the context of a folk 
tale set in a tiny East European village. 
 
Greatest Commandment: Jesus taught that we are to love God with all our heart, soul, and 
mind; and that we must love our neighbors as ourselves. Children engage in games and activi-
ties that help them understand the great commandment, including a Scripture search, relay, and 
puzzle activity. 

Faith Explorers (K-6th Grades) 
“The Ten Commandments: Following God’s Rule 

Helps Us Love God and Our Neighbor” 
Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.  And a second is like it:  You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.                    Matthew 22:37-39 

Questions about Faith Explorers? 
Contact Kevin Miller, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries, 273-5971, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org who can 
refer you to a team member from one of our four leadership teams: Invite and Connect, Curriculum, Commu-
nications and Events, or Building and Props.  
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Save the date for Celebration Sunday, December 17!  On the last Sunday of this unit, we are plan-
ning a one-day workshop during Faith Explorers. We have three exciting activities that relate to 
Christmas in one way or another: 

• We will make chocolate-dipped pretzels to share during Fellowship Hour.   

• We are conducting a baby-food drive for needy families in Tompkins County. Each student is 
asked to bring several jars of baby food (and or formula), plus other baby products (diapers, 
wipes, etc.).   

• Please have your child bring in a baby picture (younger than 1 year) for a "Name That Baby" 
game we will play that day. 

Faith Discovery Group 
 
We’re grateful for a wonderful beginning to The Faith Discovery Group Class (ages 3-4) 
this fall.  There have consistently been 7-10 young discoverers each week learning about 
the stories of the Exodus and the Ten Commandments.  And now in December we’ll be 
learning the story of Jesus’ birth in a manger. 
 

Beth and Paul Jennette are serving as co-Teachers in November and December, shepherding the children 
within a consistent structure.  And we have enjoyed Storyteller visits from a growing number of St. Paulians.  
Storytellers bring the unique piece of the bigger story each week and can serve just one Sunday, or can help 
out on multiple Sundays during each two-month unit.  Storytellers could be parents or non-parents—anyone 
who enjoys seeing and helping young children discover something new! 
 
You can help too!  Both the Teacher and Storyteller roles are structured in a way to make it as easy as possi-
ble to help out.  We’ll provide brief, but specific, training before each unit that orients you to your role, prepar-
ing you for a good experience helping our youngest “faith explorers” begin discovering Bible stories in an ex-
citing, accessible form. 
 
Like to help out?!  Contact anyone on our Leadership Team:   
Steve Johnson (257-0969), Beth Mudge (273-2367), or Kevin Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, 
kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, 273-5971. 

Ten Commandments Calendar 
December 3:  Ten Commandments Session 4 
December 10:  Ten Commandments Session 5 
December 17:  Christmas Session 
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AM IMPACT News 
 
Senior Highs have completed the first video and discussions surrounding C.S. Lewis’s 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  They are starting the next in the series, Prince 
Caspian.  
  
Jr Highs are just about to complete the first video, as well.  They have been getting lots of 
practice with locating scripture verses in their Bibles which they have been bringing with 
them every AM Impact meeting! 

 

December Acolyte Schedule 

December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 31 

Alissa Pure  

Emma Pure 

Tyler Pure 

Saia Meyerhoff 

Honor Meyerhoff 

Laura Fegley 

Clinton Denman 

Carrie Thomas 

Ben Stewart 

Aleta Tessaglia-Hymes 

Kayla Eells 

Keara Byron 

Alison Thomas 

Stephanie Miles 

Sarah Miles 

Maddy Sammis 

Haley Sammis 

Ben Lillard 

Lydia Miller 

Anna Cappello 

Zachary Keagle 

Gabe Miller 

 

John Bradburn 

DJ Dockstader 

Elizabeth Cappello 

Katie White 

Bella Culotta 

Don’t miss the special article on the St. Paul’s Acolyte 
Ministry on page 15 of this Letter. 

Youth Group News 
 
Thank you to those youth and parents who took part in the CROP walk!  It was quite the event!  Thanks to Ben 
Lillard who was a big help with seeking donations on behalf of the Sr High Youth.  Ben also ran (instead of 
walked) the 5 mile route in 45 minutes.  Great job, Ben!   
 
8 Sr Highs had quite an experience with going to Stoughton Farm for their nighttime flashlight maize!  It was a 
huge labyrinth in an 8 foot high cornfield.  Thanks again to their leaders Julie and Nathan Newman who took 
charge of this event and Lisa Waldrop who helped with driving!     
 
7 Jr Highs (and 2 of their siblings) were busy raking leaves as part of one of their service projects.   They 
really worked hard and did a great job!  Thanks to Sallie Pure and Jacquie Lopez for helping with driving.  
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Mark Your Calendars for These Future Events! 
 
Jan 6th—7th  Jr Highs will have a lock-in at the church 
Jan 14th  All youth and parents dish-to-pass Dinner (Dining Room) 
Jan 21st  Sr Highs and parents — Confirmation Orientation with Pastor Rebecca Dolch 
Feb 4—April 29 Confirmation classes 

Youth Council News 
 
Youth Council met Nov 5th to discuss mission trips, fun trips and fundraising.   
 
Sr High youth will be participating in short mission trips every 2 years (local or shorter driving distances 
over a weekend) and longer mission trips every 4 years (possibly international).  
 
Jr High youth will be participating in short mission trips about every 2 years. 
 
For both groups, those years that mission trips aren’t planned, year-end weekend “fun” trips will be planned.   
 
 
 

Events for December 
 
December 3rd Sr Highs may be going to Cornell to try out their climbing wall.  Watch the worship bulletins 
for more specifics. 
 
Jr Highs will be traveling to Cornell to take a pottery class.  The cost is $15 per person, and pottery pieces 
will be available to pick up in about 2 weeks after our class.   
 
Both groups should plan to bring a bag lunch this day as well.   
  
Dec 17th- Sr and Jr Highs will meet in the Dining Room for lunch and then split into their groups.  They will 
be sharing an assortment of fondues!  Parents will be asked to help provide ingredients for fondue as well as 
items to dip.  Each youth should bring a wrapped gift worth $5.00 for a silly holiday exchange game.  

New Youth Choir — Come Join Us 
 
A Youth Choir for those in grades 6 through 8 has just been formed.  We are meeting on Sunday mornings 
from 9:15 to 9:45 in the Carpenter’s Workshop.  All are welcome!  If you have questions, please contact 
Sophia Miller at sophiamiller@gmail.com or the church office at office@stpaulsithaca.org (273-5971). 
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The Flower Guild invites everyone to purchase a poinsettia in honor or memory of a 
loved one.  Your order will help fund our flower ministry, as well as help beautify our 
sanctuary with the traditional poinsettias during the holy Advent and Christmas sea-
sons.  After the Christmas season, some of you may wish to take your memorial poin-
settia home with you, or give it to a friend or relative.  (Please remember that, because 
of the transitory nature of flowers, several memorial plants die before the end of the 
Christmas season.  Unfortunately, this cannot be helped.) 
 
The minimum donation requested, that will include a donation to our flower ministry 

and a poinsettia, is $15.  Please make check payable to St. Paul's United Methodist Church. 
 
To be included in the bulletin, orders must be placed by Sunday, December 10th. 
 
Enclosed is $_______________ for a poinsettia.   
 
Please specify: 
 

In memory of ___________________________________________ 
or 
In honor of    ____________________________________________ 

 
Given By   ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ____________________________________________________ 
  
Phone     ___________________     E-mail   ________________________ 
  
Would you like to leave your poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary in the weeks following Christmas? ________ 

St. Paul’s and Beyond 

Poinsettia Delivery, December 17 
 

Do you drive a car and enjoy close contact with poinsettias?  A cadre of drivers is needed to 
take the poinsettias from the sanctuary to the homes of our homebound brothers and sisters.  
Gather in the front of  the sanctuary after church on December 17 and Robert Chapman and 
Barbara Roth-Chapman will make the assignments. 
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Our Tibetan Neighbors 
We have been so fortunate to have the Tibetan Buddhist Monastery (Namgyal Institute of Buddhist Studies 
and Practice)  as our neighbor for the past 15 years.  The Tibetan Association of Ithaca was initially formed in 
Ithaca in 1992 by exiled Tibetans who came to Ithaca as part of the 1990 U. S. Resolution which made avail-
able 1,000 permanent resident visas to Tibetans.  Currently there are about 40 Tibetans, including the vener-
able Monks, in Ithaca. 
 
Tibet was brutally captured by Communist China in 1959 and has experienced religious persecution, violations 
of human rights, and the wholesale destruction of religious and historic buildings by the occupying authorities.  
Over one-sixth of the population has been killed by the occupying forces. Tibetan leaders live in exile in Dhar-
amsala, India, and here in Ithaca, New York.  
 
Each November the Tibetan community uses St. Paul’s kitchen to prepare food for the annual Tibetan Culture 
Festival.  This year the festival was in St. Paul’s Dining Room, rather than the Women’s Community Building.  
The leaders and participants really appreciated the layout, the helpfulness, the kitchen, the space, and the atti-
tude of acceptance and support.  Thanks to Jami Breedlove for being the building hostess for the entire event.  
 
The event is held to keep the Tibetan culture alive, contribute to the welfare of those in Tibet, and disseminate 
information about the Tibetan situation.  
 
The Namgyal Monastery Institute of Buddhist Studies is the North American Seat of the Dalai Lama, a branch 
of the main monastery located in Dharamsala, India.  The primary mission of it is to offer Western students the 
opportunity to study authentic Tibetan Buddhism in a monastic setting.   Besides a resident faculty, the Insti-
tute includes prominent scholars, clergy and teachers from all traditions of Buddhism.       
 
During the luncheon, an announcement was made that the Dalai Lama will be visiting Ithaca in October of 
2007. It is a great privilege to know these amazing people and to share our resources with them. 

Friends of Casowasco 
Members’ Only Annual Retreat 

Saturday, January 20th 12:00 noon (w/lunch) 
Through Sunday, January 21st, following worship  

 
Join the Friends for a mid-winter retreat and renewal in Galilee at Casowasco.  Sit by the fire, sing songs, join 
in worship, play games, sled and, of course, eat great food! 
Bring your camp photos...we’ll have a board to post them and share them with one another!  Let’s see how 
many faces we can recall and see if we know where they are now.  If you’ve never been a camper...bring pho-
tos of your children at camp or your group on retreat. 
Registration forms are available in the church office. Cost is $40 per person, or you can attend the Saturday 
dinner only for $10 per person. 
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Needs… 
• A lead ‘eager beaver’ (The Big Beaver?) to organize volunteers for 
odd jobs around the church for 2007 – contact Bruce John, ex officio “Big 
Beaver,” bjohn@twcny.rr.com 
 

• St. Paulians with an eco-spirituality interest to educate and inspire individual and 
congregational action for environmental-friendly behaviors (a concrete way to follow-up on An In-
convenient Truth) – contact Lee Bailey, bailey@ithaca.edu 

 

• Another representative (or two) to Area Congregations Together – contact Karen 
Kaufmann, tunafiki@clarityconnect.com 

 

• A website guru to capture/display the exciting VIM projects that St. Paulians are doing (and have 
done)…we have lots of photos and stories!!! – contact Nancy Potter, np20@cornell.edu 

 

• Prayers for the celebration of the Ciudad Quesada Methodist School’s accreditation from the Costa 
Rican Ministry of Education, Dec 1st.  (Mary Lou and Dick Tenney will be taking our blessings!) 

 

• Prayers for the VIM-Gulf Coast as they prepare for their Jan 13-20th work trip 
to Biloxy, MS. 

 

• Praise for the CROPWalk outpouring of walkers and givers! 
 

• Praise for ACT’s efforts to build support for our sister downtown churches in the African American 
tradition. 

Local and World Missions Ministry Team 

Nursery School News 
 
We all had a great morning in October visiting the Ehrhardt's sheep farm.  We learned what sheep like to eat 
and how they live.  Highlights were getting to hold and pet some newborn baby sheep and watching a sheep 
get sheared.  Thanks so much, Richard and Calvin! 
 
 In January we have several openings in our class for three year olds as two of our families go on sabbatic to 
France.  If you or you know of a family who may be interested, please talk with teacher/director Beth Mudge 
or 3's class teacher Elaine Weiss. 
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St. Paul’s Acolyte Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Staff Liaison: Kevin Miller   ~   Coordinator: David Bell   ~   Picture by George Gull 

 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” 

 
Lighting candles reminds us of his presence in worship service, as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. The flame, 
which is carried out of the sanctuary at the end of the service, symbolizes that the light is to go out into the 
world where we are to serve God. 
 
Acolytes have been a part of the church service in one form or another for nearly 2000 years. A Processional 
or parade may consist of one Crucifer (who carries the cross), one Banner Bearer or flag bearer, two 
Torchbearers, two Candle Lighters, two Communion Attendants, as well as Baptism, Advent, Epiphany, 
Lent (including Maundy Thursday), Easter, and Pentecost helpers as needed by the Pastor.  The Proces-
sional can include as many as 10-12 Acolytes or as few as 4-6.  
 
Here, at St. Paul’s we have a great troupe of dedicated Acolytes who do this work in a reverent manner as a 
small portion of their service to God. Please let them know that you appreciate their efforts and how important 
their work is to the services at St. Paul’s. 
          Thank you! 

Spotlight on Our Ministries 

Each month, the St. Paul’s Letter will devote special attention to one of our many ministry areas, so that we 
can learn more about the ways in which St. Paulians connect with one another, with the community, and with 
God.  All ministry areas welcome new participants.  Contact Jacqueline Bonner or the church office for more 
information.   
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Doris Bonnett, Claudia 
Chappell (friend of Melissa Gould), Kevin Docksta-
der (son of Mae Dockstader), Bishop Violet Fisher, 
Harriet Forton (friend of Melissa Gould), Helen 
Jaynes, Rick Livingston-Lackner, Kris McCartney, 
Lillian Miller (sister of Sophia Miller), Roy Preston 
(brother of Marian Van de Velde), Elton Schaal 
(Dorothy Preston’s father), George H Smits (Ruth 
Keagle’s nephew), Dorothy Smits (Ruth Keagle’s 
mother), Steve Snider (brother of Bonnie Rich-
mond), Laverne Snyder, Julie Woodruff (cousin of 
Nancy Potter). 
 
 
 
Our prayers and sympathies are extended to Paul 
Stearns, whose son, Kevin, died on November 16. 
 
Our prayers and sympathies are extended to Glenna 
Margaris, whose ex-husband, Angelo Margaris, died 
on November 19. He is survived by daughter, Amy, 
and son, James. 

Please remember that we will start a new prayer list 
on the first Sunday of each month. If you wish to have 
someone listed or have their name remain on the list 

you will need to contact the church office each month 
at 273-5971 or  

office@stpaulsithaca.org. 
 

This policy helps the staff to keep updated on each 
person listed. Thank you. 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 

A warm and loving “Welcome to the World!” from 
her St. Paul’s family is extended to Amelia Grace 

Bigsby, born on November 14, 2006 to 
Pamela and Marc Bigsby. 


