
A Reconciling 
Congregation 
where all are  

invited to share 
the Basics of 

God’s love with 
the world 

At the Memorial Service of our dear friend, Richard, 
several of his best-loved quotes appeared in the bulletin.  

One of them particularly spoke to me: 
 

“We grow old when our dreams become regrets.” 
(author unknown)  

 
My interpretation of that the quote goes something like this:  
 

Live to your fullest.  Do what you love NOW, don’t postpone your life.   
 
In many ways the quote is an Easter message.  Easter is about living without fear 
of death. It is about living, knowing that presence of Jesus is with us, guiding us, 
helping us on the journey.   
 
Richard was a mountain climber. Last August, at age 52 he completed his dream 
of climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro.  Also last summer he completed his dream of help-
ing a Kenyan girl go to college with the help of his United Methodist Church in 
the Rochester area. Easter is about the confidence to take risks and to boldly help 
others in the name of Christ.  
 
May your Easter season be full of bold dreams, deep commitment, and a trust in 
the power of God to make things happen.  
 
Easter Blessings,  
 

Rebecca Dolch 

From the Pastor St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church 
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Lectionary Readings for April: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Cindy DeLorme 
 
Loving Care Ministries 
Coordinator 
Donna Twardowski 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Ruth Keagle 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director & Organist 
John W. White 

Assistant Organist & 
Rehearsal Accompanist 
Andi Merrill 

 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s & Youth 
Choir Director 
Sophia Miller 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Faith Explorers and 
Faith Discovery Groups 

Sunday, 10:45 AM 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—5:00PM 

April 1 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16, 118:1-2, 19-29 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 19:28-40 
Luke 22:14-23:56 or 23:1-49 
 
April 8 
Acts 10:34-43  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
I Corinthians 15:19-26 
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

April 15 
Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 

April 29 
Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 

April 22 
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
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Worship Services in April 
8:30 a.m. Early Service with Communion 
10:30 a.m. Worship with Special Music 

 
April 1 Palm Sunday, Baptism and Membership 
 Rebecca Dolch, preacher 
   
April 5 Maundy Thursday Service—7:00 p.m. in the Dining Room 
 This service celebrates Holy Communion and includes a dramatic reading of the 

first part of the Passion Story 
 
April 6 Good Friday Service — St. Paul’s (12 Noon—1:00 p.m.) 
 For the first time in 2 decades, the downtown churches will have ONE Good 

Friday Service, rather than three.  This year the service will be here at St. Paul’s. 
 
April 8 Easter — with a special offering to go towards Volunteers-in-Mission 
 

7:30 am Sunrise Service at the home of Dick and Mary Lou Tenney 
 220 Banks Rd, Brooktondale 
8:30 am Early Service at St. Paul’s 
10:30 am Easter Service with Brass and singing of the Hallelujah Chorus   
 Followed by the Easter Dish-to-Pass Luncheon 

 
April 15 Earth Day Sunday — featuring St. Paul’s Eco-Spirituality Group 
 Rebecca Dolch, preacher 
 “Blessing of the Stuffed Animals” ceremony at the beginning of the service. 
 
April 22 TBA (Fun and Fellowship Retreat at Camp Casowasco this weekend) 
 
April 29 Senior Parish Sunday — honoring the elders of St. Paul’s 
 Rebecca Dolch, preacher 
 We hope to have as many of our older adults at church as possible. 
 The Senior Parish Choir will sing, in addition to the Chancel Choir. 
 
May 6 Confirmation Sunday 

Church Tour  
Have you ever wanted to explore some of the nooks and crannies in this huge, 

historic building?  Or simply wanted to know how to find the gym (yes, St. 
Paul’s has a gym!)?  Plan to stay after worship for about 20 minutes for a brief 
Church Tour on Sunday, April 15, or one of the subsequent 3rd Sundays of 
the month.  Meet one of our Spirited Connections Tour Guides at the front of 

the sanctuary at the conclusion of the postlude.  
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St.Paul’s Connections 
Easter Dish-to-Pass 
Once again we will have a dish-to-pass luncheon after the 10:30 Easter service.   
 
Our tradition is: “Everybody is the host.”  We meet in the dining room after worship, and everyone is asked to 
pitch in and set up extra tables and chairs if needed, set out the food and pitchers of water, etc. (Directions will 
be on the serving tables.) 
 
Bring your own table service and a generous dish or dishes to share for this wonderful feast.  We usually have 
about 60-80 people. Afterwards we all pitch in and clean up.  
 
This lunch has become a wonderful time of fellowship, celebration, and excellent cuisine. Come and bring 
your family and friends. 

The St. Paul's sanctuary will be filled with soulful sounds as Calvary Baptist Church and St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church come together again to "Lift Every Voice and Tear Down the Walls" on Saturday, April 
28. Proceeds from this popular fundraiser benefit the programs at the Village at Ithaca. Come join us as well 
celebrate five years of making music and social change together. 
 
The congregations of St. Paul's and Calvary believe that race relations remain one of the great unresolved 
issues of our time. Since 2000, these two diverse churches have had a special and effective partnership for 
which they received the Martin Luther King, Jr., Peacemaker Award from Ithaca's Community Dispute 
Center in 2004. 
 
The Village at Ithaca is committed to the goal of assuring that African American, Latino, and low income 
students in the Ithaca School District have access to the resources they need to excel.  The Village partners 
with existing programs and develops it own where necessary. For more information, check out their web-
site: http://www.villageatithaca.org/ 
 
Spread the word about this special event! Volunteers are needed to help usher (coordinator, David Bell) or 
to bake some tasty treats for after the concert. Contact LEV 2007 coordinators, Lesley Yorke  
(lab14@cornell.edu) or Cheryl McGraw (crm54@cornell.edu). 

To benefit the Village at Ithaca 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

Saturday, April 28, 7-9 pm 

Children and Students (K-12) free 

Suggested donation, $8.00 

Lift Every Voice, Tear Down the Walls V 
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A Voice of Freedom - Sarah Mkhonza 
 
St. Paul's United Methodist Women are sponsoring a dish to pass on Sunday, May 6,2007 
right after church.  The dinner is open to all. Sarah Mkhonza, dissident  and novelist, will 
speak and lead music from her native country Swaziland. This is the southeast African nation 
that is one of the world's last remaining absolute monarchies. Mrs. Mkhonza came to Cornell 
in August as a visiting scholar in Africana studies and  English. She is a writer-in-residence 
for two years with Ithaca City of Asylum (ICOA). Affiliated with Cornell's Center for Relig-
ion, Ethics and Social Policy, the organization provides sanctuary to writers in exile whose 
works have been suppressed. Please plan to join us and remember to bring a generous dish to 
pass and your own table service. 

St. Paul’s Older Adults – Save these Dates! 
 

Tuesday, April 17, 11:30 am  Older Adult Luncheon 
Saturday, April 28, 1:00 pm  Older Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, April 29, 10:30 am  Senior Parish Sunday 

 
Mark your calendars now and watch your mail and the bulletin for details!   

Men’s Retreat 
St. Paul’s Men: mark your calendars now for our Spring Men’s Retreat at Dave 
McCune’s Cayuga Lake house, Friday, May 4, 6 pm through Saturday, May 5, 5:00 
pm.   The theme of "Tending to your Relationships: God, Yourself and Others" will be 
explored through discussion, scriptural exploration, and prayer.  There will also be plenty 
of time for outdoor activities, rest and relaxation, and hearty meals.  You don't want to 

miss this opportunity to make new friends and deepen your connections with old ones.  A $25 registration fee 
will cover food costs.  Contact Jacqueline Bonner through the church office to register for this sure-to-fill-
up-fast Men’s Retreat.  Contact Dave McCune, 272-3954 or DaveMcCune@aol.com, for more information.  

St. Paul's Knitters 
 

If you've been wondering what has happened to the Knitters Group, here is the infor-
mation you seek.  We decided to discontinue the group as a constant gathering be-
cause it was difficult to get together every month.   Knitters continue working on their 
own and you can still get yarn in the plastic boxes in the Welcome Room.  At present 
we have a good supply of blankets (15) for the Baptismal Program. Shortly I will be 
purchasing new yarn to replenish the supply on hand for the blankets.  Thank you to Lois Hall, Jane DeMayo, 
Tina Champion, Pauline Cameron, and Jane Zimmer for the lovely baby hats for CMC and blankets they have 
given in recent months.  One other item of interest—2 prayer shawls have been delivered recently, thanks to 
Jean Snow and Elinor John.  If I've left anyone out,  it is only because I have not seen your name on a recent 
donation.  Many, many thanks for your time and talents that make these gifts possible.   
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St. Paul’s Annual Adult Retreat — Reflections 
Retreat, n.  1. A going back or backward; withdrawal from a dangerous 
or unpleasant situation. 2. Withdrawal to a safe or private place.  3. A 
safe, quiet or secluded place.  4. A period of seclusion, away from the 
pressures of ordinary life... 
 
Dictionary definitions often dance around our experience.  The definition 

of “retreat” in my dictionary is a case in point.  Our Adult Spiritual Growth Retreat this year—which took 
place on the first weekend in March—was certainly a withdrawal from the unpleasant weariness of winter in 
Ithaca.  It took us to a safe, private place, the simple yet luxurious retreat center at Light on the Hill, in nearby 
yet far-away Spencer.  And—with gourmet vegetarian meals, light and spacious accommodations, willing and 
harmonious company, acres of woods and fields to explore, nurturant leadership by former St. Paulian Carrie 
Call, and a schedule that gave plenty of space for conversation and reflection—it certainly offered relief from 
the stresses and pressures of ordinary life. 
 
And yet, there was little sense of going backward, or holing up, or going into seclusion about this retreat.  In 
fact, the subject—The Discipline of Forgiveness—was really a challenge, a call to advance, and an invitation 
to enter into God’s transforming grace.  Fearless leader Carrie, and her troop of 25 adventurers, explored some 
of the inner and outer dimensions of the challenging discipline of forgiveness, from psychological, Biblical, 
group-dynamics and social justice perspectives.  We tried on definitions, searched the Scriptures, looked for 
models and images in our experience and surroundings, and stood in awe and wonder before breathtaking ex-
amples of forgiveness in gang-ridden Los Angeles and post-apartheid South Africa.  We laughed (ask Paul 
Jennette about his group’s resort to outside resources!), talked, drew, beaded, walked, sang, snowshoed, cried, 
ate and prayed together, building a community of grace while we together and individually explored the proc-
ess of forgiveness in our own lives. 
 
At the end of the weekend, we wrote a collective psalm (each put in an anonymous line) that, perhaps better 
than a dictionary definition, captures how we were moved and what we gained on our “retreat.”  Here’s a sam-
pling of what we experienced:  
 

• A community of people who desire to support each other and bring about change. 

•  The freedom of a quiet, relaxing place, to commune with God and with others. 

• Being led to that space between action and reaction. 

• Hope and the promise of God’s presence. 

•  An understanding that we, as Christians, are all in this together... 

•  and together can come to a place of healing and growth.  

•  Light, laughter, fellowship, rest, food, healing, compassion, and love. 

•  An overflowing openness to God’s grace, love and light. 

•  The love of others through their sharing, open hearts and ears and acceptance. 

• A broken heart – a softened heart – an open heart– a willing heart. 

• Awareness of the humanity of those who hurt us. 
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Loving Care Ministries Team and Loving Care Visitation Team  
 
As part of the continuing formation of the Loving Care Ministries here at St. Paul’s, we are looking for indi-
viduals who would be interested in serving on either of the teams identified below. The Loving Care Ministries 
address the spiritual care needs of members of the congregation who have special medical needs or those who 
are unable to participate in the active life of the church.  

In Appreciation 
 
Our family would like to thank all those who sent cards, 
notes, and raised prayers to God during Charlotte’s illness. 
Your continued support after her death, has been greatly 
appreciated by each one of us.  Steve Stephenson 

The Loving Care Ministries Team is responsible for: 
 
1. Identifying ministry needs and developing proce-

dures for: home communion ministries, monthly 
contact, information gathering/life histories, be-
reavement follow-up, special support as needed, 
daily contact for those who desire it, and other 
ministries as identified by the team. 

 
2. Recruitment, training and recognizing volunteers 
 
3. Developing a tracking system for volunteers and 

visitation 
 
4. Reevaluating the responsibilities and procedures 

on an annual basis 

The Loving Care Visitation Team provides per-
sonal contact as a representative of St. Paul’s in the 
following areas of visitation: 
 
1. Home communion ministries 
2. Monthly contact by phone, visitation or notes 
3. History of life experiences 
4. Bereavement follow-up 
5. Special support during emergency situation  
6. Flower delivery  
7. Daily phone contact 

 
Members of this team need to report contacts with 
congregants. 

If your spiritual gifts fit the needs of either 
of these teams, or if you have questions, 

please email Donna Twardowski at 
dtwardowski@stpaulsithaca.org or notify 

the church office at 273-5971. 

Easter Lily Delivery 
 
We need additional help delivering Easter lilies to our homebound St. Paulians. If you 
can pick up an Easter lily after church on Easter and deliver it to one of our homebound 
St. Paulians that day or shortly thereafter, please sign up in the Memorial Rooms dur-
ing the next few weeks, or call the church office (273-5971) or Donna Twardowski at 
dtwardowski@stpaulsithaca.org. 
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Eco-Spirituality Discussion Group and “Greening” St. Paul’s 
The new Eco-Spirituality Discussion Group that meets after Sunday church services in the Good Shepherd 
Room is exploring the re-emerging perceptions of the sacred dimensions of nature. Respect for animals, and 
seeing the sacredness in nature’s wonders and beauty show us how the Holy Spirit appears in the world. This 
new awareness is calling us to ask the church to move toward sustainable or “green” practices that reduce 
waste, save resources, and prevent pollution.  
 
One of the ways we can begin this process is to discern together how we can use fewer disposable products, 
particularly during the after-church fellowship hour.  Paper coffee cups and plates, and plastic juice cups, are 
made from trees and oil.  St. Paul’s uses about 500 paper cups a month—it takes a whole tree to make this 
many cups!  The Eco-Spirituality group would like to pose the question to our St. Paul’s family:  “Is our con-
venience, promoted by a throw-away society, worth this?” 
 
Our group will be serving coffee in the fellowship hour for a few weeks, and will use ceramic and glass cups 
and the dishwasher, which uses much less energy than disposable cups.  We hope you will join our effort, per-
haps by bringing your own reusable cups to label and leave at the church or take home to use daily. Children 
can bring their unbreakable cups as well. We choose to view this not as an inconvenience, but as a way of 
honoring God’s blessings, in this case, the trees that remove carbon dioxide from the air (pollution from our 
cars and factories), and give us oxygen in exchange. It will also save St. Paul’s some money that can be used 
to help insulate the church building and save more energy. God Bless ceramic cups! 

In the March letter, we learned how the gift of prayer is one of the many ways that we 
can be faithful stewards of our loved ones and our church.  This month, we hear from 
the Eco-Spirituality Discussion Group how we can be faithful stewards of  the earth.  St. 
Paul’s has the opportunity, perhaps even the responsibility, to be a leader in the Ithaca 
community in the support of programs and practices that honor the earth and protect the 
environment. 

 
Like other aspects of stewardship that we have encountered, the act of taking care of our environment often 
calls us to move outside of our comfort zone, to stretch ourselves in order to fully commit to something that is 
important to us.  We make a financial pledge to the church, and it may mean that we have to change our daily 
habits of buying that cup of coffee or eating out.  We stretch ourselves and our budget to meet this commit-
ment.  When we commit to protecting the earth and its resources, we might have to change some of our habits, 
such as using disposable tableware or leaving lights on when we leave a room. 
 
As members of St. Paul’s, we all pledge to support the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our 
service.  As members of the human race, we can also make a pledge to take care of the gifts that God has given 
us, including the earth.  Church Council supports the efforts of the Eco-Spirituality Team to educate us about 
how St. Paul’s as a community of faith can  participate in environmental sustainability as an act of Christian 
stewardship. 

Stewardship Education:  The Gift of this Earth 

The earth is the Lord’s, & everything in it, the world, & all who live in it — Psalm 24:1 
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Around the Church 

2007 Budget — We made it! 
The second appeal for the 2007 budget has been completed.  We received 
pledges totaling $377,422 and one-time gifts for $13,080, which puts us within 
$1080 of our goal.  The Finance Committee agreed that this was “close enough to call it” without having to 
make any cuts in the budget.  We are so grateful to Church Council for providing us all the opportunity to 
grow in our commitment through this second appeal.  We appreciate all of the time and effort put in by staff 
and volunteers  and the commitment of the congregation to all of the ministries at St. Paul’s. 

We encourage everyone who pledged to honor this commitment and stay current with your pledges.  The 
budget has virtually no wiggle room at this point, so we are acting in faith that all of the pledges will be paid in 
full.  One of the best ways to see that this happens is to consider signing up for the automatic pledge deduction 
program.  If you are interested, please contact the church office (273-5971) or talk to our Financial Secretary, 
Dick Tenney. 

Much of the recent work of the Church Council has focused on issues surround-
ing the budget shortfall we experienced at the beginning of the year. At our 
March meeting, the Finance Committee, chaired by Julie Schnepel, announced 
that we had met the goal of our second appeal, thanks to the faith of the Council 
and the congregation (see details below). 

 
We thank God for the abundance we have been provided, and will maintain that state of gratitude as we act as 
stewards of the funds you have entrusted to our care. Additional items on the March agenda included: 
 

• Prioritizing building/renovation projects for the future 

• Discussion of the elimination of the Director of Stewardship and Business Ministries position 

• How to celebrate 100 years in this beautiful church (in 2008) 

• Recommendations from the Eco Spirituality Group that we consider our impact on the environment 
and make responsible energy choices 

• Recognition of departing Council member Beth Mudge   
 
As always, Council meetings are open to you, and we encourage you to attend. If you are unable to attend, but 
wish to receive copies of the minutes and other announcements, please let Leslie Sadler know 
(mls73@cornell.edu, 272-2753). 
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The Panels in the Front of the sanctuary have been replaced.  No more torn brown 
panels.  The new ones coordinate beautifully  with the curtain, carpets, and windows.  
Thanks to Donna Gibson and the Trustees for pointing our feet in the right direction; 
to David Bell for working with a team to select the perfect fabric; and a special 
thanks to Gary and Becky Terwilliger for dismantling, reupholstering, and reinstall-
ing the panels.  They look great! 

The Aurora Street 
Entryway Shelf 

 

Thanks to Paul Eshelman for replacing 
the shelf in the Aurora Street entrance 

with a beautiful, custom-made oak shelf.  
It is beautiful! 

Sanctuary Door 
Thanks to Gary Terwilliger for 
fixing the door from the pulpit 

area to the sanctuary. 
It no longer bangs shut! 

Baptismal Font 
Thanks to Gary Terwilliger 

for fixing the top of 
the baptismal font which 

had come apart.  

Protestant Cooperative Ministry at Cornell 
What is the Protestant Cooperative Ministry (PCM) at Cornell and what does it have to do 
with St. Paul’s?  It’s a ministry by and for members of the Cornell community and mainly 
made up of students.  It fosters spiritual search and growth in a relationship with God, and 
provides an opportunity for friendship, fellowship, and fun.  Students strive to build an 

inclusive and compassionate community with the aim of breaking down the walls that divide us.  Further, it 
opens avenues of witness and service as a part of the worldwide opportunity of the faithful. 
 
PCM is an interdenominational expression of the Christian faith that is supported by the American Baptist 
Churches, Congregational/United Church of Christ, Presbyterian Church, and the United Methodist Church.  
In the past, the Central New York Conference of the United Methodist Church has provided substantial mone-
tary support; however, more recently this amount has been cut drastically.  Unfortunately, this has been true of 
the other denominations as well.  Because of this, the PCM Board of Directors has recently conducted an En-
dowment Campaign to ensure that the work will continue in future years.  Donations are still being accepted. 
 
St. Paul’s has been a supporter of PCM for many years.  The 2006 Christmas offering from St. Paul’s added 
$2,094.57 to this important student work.  PCM students have joined St. Paulians on Volunteer in Mission 
work trips, and several members of our congregation have served as chaperones for annual PCM work trips. 
St. Paul’s also provides members for the PCM Board of Directors.  Josephine Allen and Mary Lou Tenney are 
our current representatives—Mary Lou serves as President of the Board. Our District Superintendent, The Rev. 
Deborah O’Connor Slater serves on the board as an Affiliate.  The Rev. Taryn Mattice is the PCM Chaplain. 
 
Presently, the Board has undertaken the project of remodeling the PCM offices in Anabel Taylor Hall.  Thanks 
to an anonymous donor and volunteers, this work is underway.  The PCM weekly fellowship gathering called 
“Celebration” meets at Wesley House on campus each Friday night for dinner and a program.  Sunday morn-
ing PCM worship service is held in the Anabel Taylor Hall Cahpel at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Note: Josephine will not be continuing as a Board member after May.  We need another St. Paul’s representative. 
Are you interested?  The rewards are great.  For more information, contact Mary Lou at rwt1@cornell.edu or 
277-6510. 
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Festival Chimes Plant Sale 
 
The Festival Chimes is once again selling the same exceptional quality flowering plants we have sold 
for the past few years at last year’s price!  Full flat-48 plants-$18, 1/2 flat-24 plants-$9, 1/4 flat-12 
plants-$4.50, single pack-4 plants-$1.50.  
 
Bedding Flowers: Ageratum (blue), Begonias (rose), Coleus, Dianthus, Dusty Miller, 
Impatiens (pink, red, salmon, white), Marigold (dwarf), Pansies (mixed), Petunias  
(plum, red, white), Snapdragon (dwarf mix), and  Zinnia 
  
Flowering Hanging Baskets: Fuschia (red/purple, red/white) Ivy Geraniums (pink, 
red), Million Bells (new this year), Cascading Petunias, Shade Impatiens  10" basket   
$15.50  Other: Vinca Vine $2.75 Spikes $2.75  Potted Plants: Geraniums (pink, red, 
white) 4 1/2" pot  $3.50 
 
We hope you will consider supporting the Festival Chimes as we continue our community outreach 
presentations.  Our group will also be participating in a Festival in Geneva on April 28—which you are 
encouraged to attend. A Festival Chimes Ringer will be by the poster/picture display in the hallway 
during April, to help you fill out an order blank.  Checks should be made out to "St Paul's UMC-
Festival Chimes".  Pickup dates in Dining Room are Saturday May 19th, 10:30 am to 1 pm  and Sunday 
May 20th after church.  Phone 277-0759 if there is a particular variety of plant not listed, that you 
would like to ‘special’ order.  April 29th will be the last day to place your order. 

UMW Note Cards 
 
The UMW continue to sell note cards as a fund raiser for their many mission projects.  The cards have lovely 
pen and ink drawings of historical places around the Central New York area.  Each box contains 8 different 
cards and envelopes such as Railroad Stations, Old Barns, Underground Railroad sites, etc.  The Women of 
the Rights Movement box contains 12 cards.  Price: $4.00 per box or six boxes for $20.00.  There is a display 
rack and supply of cards in the church office. They make great hostess gifts—stop by and buy yours today.  

The articles for collection for the Baby Layettes for the month of 
April are cloth diapers, diaper pins and sweaters - size 0-3 months. 
Fleece and sweatshirt jackets will work as well.  Cloth diapers and 
diaper pins are difficult to find but K-Mart does have them.   

April Collection Items 

Diapers, Diaper pins, Sweaters 

The United Methodist Women has set in motion a year-
round collection for the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief kits. The need is always with us and UMCOR is in 
place to meet many needs at home and abroad at any time but 
they need to have the materials at hand to do this.  

Please leave your donations in the UMCOR bin outside the Welcome Room.  If shopping is problematic, 
please feel free to give a monetary donation to either Mary Lou Tenney or Elinor John and we will shop for 
you. We will also need monetary donations to help with the $1.00 fee we must cover for each kit sent to cover 
handling costs for UMCOR.  
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In March we enjoyed a five-week unit on the Book of Psalms.  Our study of the Psalms focused on the differ-
ent purposes for which the songs were written and the children enjoyed a variety of activities that enabled our 
learning and experience.  They made their own musical instruments, created a shelter evoking God’s protec-
tion, identified animals and birds from the sounds they make (in praise of God!), created a dramatic choral 
reading of Psalm 57, and worked at memorizing Psalm 23. 

 

Timing: 

• The children are dismissed to the Faith Explorers program following the Time with Young Christians 
in the 10:30 worship service (usually about 10:45-10:50). 

• Please look for your children after 11:45 (or after the service lets out—whichever is later), in the Me-
morial Rooms during our Fellowship time. We ask your help in reinforcing good manners with the 
snacks on the tables. 

 
 
 
 

Faith Explorers (K-6th Grades) 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!  This is the day that the 

Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.                              Psalm 118:1, 24 

Thank you! to everyone who helped with the Psalms Unit: 
     
   Guides Teachers Support Teams 
John Marohn Mary Ellen Stewart Lesley Yorke 
Maureen Stillman Lesley Yorke Pam Gillow 
Cathy Thomas Wendy Millroy Katherine Barnum 
Sue Sammis Robert Chapman Audrey Bradburn 
Sara Culotta Lydia Dolch Becky Stoltzfus 
 Sue Kiner Michael Culotta 

Calendar 
April 1:  Psalms Unit, Session 5 
April 8:  Easter Sunday (Family Worship Sunday) 
April 15:  Family Worship Sunday 
April 22:  Earth Sunday Session 
April 29: Introductory Session for Shalom Unit 

Questions about Faith Explorers? 

 

Contact Kevin Miller, Coordinator of Children’s 
Ministries, 273-5971, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org 
who can refer you to a team member from one of 
our four leadership teams: Invite and Connect, 
Curriculum, Communications and Events, or 
Building and Props.  



13 St. Paul’s Letter 

Faith Discovery Group 
 

We continue to enjoy wonderful, interactive stories and activities in our Faith Discov-
ery Group Class (ages 3-4).  In April we’ll be learning about the Easter story. 
 
Faith Discovery Group utilizes two adult roles:  a Teacher and a Storyteller. These 
roles are structured in a way to make it as easy as possible to help out.  We’ll provide 
brief, but specific, training before each unit that orients you to your role, preparing you 
for a good experience helping our youngest “faith explorers” begin discovering Bible 
stories in an exciting, accessible form. 

 
Contact anyone on our Leadership Team:  Steve Johnson (257-0969), Beth Mudge (273-2367), or Kevin 
Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org, 273-5971. 

Calling all Third Graders! 
(and any Fourth Graders who missed the class last year) 

 
Every year in the spring, St. Paul’s offers an Introduction to the Bible Class to all children 
in 3rd grade (and 4th graders who missed it).  This year’s class will begin April 22, after church, and continue 
most Sundays through May 20.  This is an exciting introduction to the Bible and its collection of 66 different 
books!  Nancy Lovell has generously agreed to be this year’s teacher and we are inviting parents of the stu-
dents to each take a turn in providing a simple meal for the students.  Each student will receive their own Bible 
at a presentation event in early June. 
 
Questions?  See Kevin Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, 273-5971, kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org. 

April 1 April 8 April 22 April 29 

Sarah Lennox 
Emma Pure 
John Bradburn 
Carrie Thomas 
Rachael Waldrop 
Laura Fegley 

Clinton Denman 
Sarah Miles 
Katie White 
Gabe Miller 

DJ Dockstader 
Saia Meyerhoff 
Ben Stewart 
Bella Culotta 

Ben Lillard  
Alison Thomas 
Elizabeth Cappello 
Zachary Keagle 

April 15 

Lydia Miller 
Haley Sammis 
Anna Cappello 
Kayla Eells 

April Acolyte Schedule 

New acolytes are always welcome!  Children in grades 2-8 are welcome 
to participate in the acolytes program.  Contact Coordinator, David Bell, 

at 387-3117 (home) or 351-0174 (cell). 
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Summer Camping at Casowasco or Aldersgate 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
OPEN HOUSE 
Mark your calendar for the annual “Day at Camp” Open House, Sunday, June 10, 2007, 2-7 p.m. at Casowasco 
(June 9 at Aldersgate).  Especially helpful for those new to church camping or new to Casowasco.  Experience 
camp activities and meet the summer staff.  The event is free, but there is a charge for the chicken BBQ dinner.  
See poster in the hallway. 
 
REGISTRATION 
Register before May 1 to receive a $30 discount on the price of a full-week program ($15 off a partial week 
program).  A 5% sibling discount is also available, and a discount for attending more than one program during 
the summer. 
 
CAMPERSHIP FUNDS 
Each year St. Paul’s United Methodist Women provide assistance for families in sending their children to sum-
mer camp at Aldersgate or Casowasco.  Our intention is to provide help for those families who most need it.  If 
some assistance could make the difference in sending your children to camp, please contact the church office 
and let us know.  There is no criteria for these awards other than your participation at St. Paul’s.   
 
LET US KNOW THAT YOU ARE REGISTERED 
Even if you will not be requesting campership funds we would like to know what weeks your children will be 
at church camp so that we can remember them with a post card from their church family.  Let Cindy know in 
the church office, 273-5971. 

“Campolodeon”, “New Kids on the Dock”, “Creative Crafters”, 
“That’s Artrageous!”, “Boots and Saddles”, “Beginnings”,  

“FOB FOB”, “God’s Kids” 
 

These are just a few of the many summer camp possibilities for 
children and young people ages 6 and older at our conference 
camp and retreat centers. 

 

Look through one of the catalogs on the table outside the 
sanctuary or go online to www.casowasco.org 
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St. Paul’s “Fun & Fellowship Retreat”   April 20-22, 2007 
 
Calling all St. Paulians who would enjoy a fun, lightly structured weekend at the Casowasco Retreat Center!  
We’re in the midst of winter now, but we can look forward to warmer weather by the end of April!  Renew old 
friendships and begin new ones as you experience the emergence of spring in this beautiful setting.  Singles, 
couples, and families of all ages are welcome!  Our setting this year, once again, is the masterfully-restored 
Galilee lodge!   
 
Here’s what some participants said about last year’s retreat: 
 

“The Fun & Fellowship Retreat is a great place to give yourself permission to do whatever you want to 
do.  Read a book, go for a walk, play games, chat with others...it’s your choice!  There are no house 
projects staring you in the face.  There is no laundry that needs washing.  Add that to the fact that all of 
our meals are prepared for us and you have the makings of a great vacation.  That's where I will be 
April 20 - 22.  Come join me.”         Cheryl McGraw 
 
“We truly made the retreat last year an “intergenerational” one.  We were the oldest folks there and had 
invited our two granddaughters to go with us.  Young and old had a wonderful time.  Proof of that is 
that we are all going again this year.  Can’t wait!    Dick & Mary Lou Tenney 
 
“The peace of mind you receive upon entering Casowasco is amazing.   By leaving the troubles, dead-
lines, daily concerns and  mandates in the driveway at home, you will find plenty of opportunity to 
play, eat, relax, and fellowship with others, or just commune with God among some of the most spec-
tacular surroundings in NYS.”       David Bell 

 
This year’s retreat will begin Friday evening at 7:00 pm and continue through Sunday’s noon meal.  The costs 
for the full weekend are $128 per person for adults and youth over the age of 12, $41 for children ages 5-12, 
and children age 4 and under are free.  Families with three or more children are only charged for the first two 
children.   
 
We encourage you to submit this registration form with a $100 deposit to reserve your space.  (We’re limited 
to 25 in Galilee.)  If the costs are prohibitive for you, please speak with Kevin Miller as some scholarship sup-
port is available.  You can reach Kevin at the church office, 273-5791, or kmiller@stpaulsithaca.org. 

Name _________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Adults Planning to Attend________________________ 
 
Number of Children (Include Ages) _________________________ 
 
$100 Deposit Enclosed                                 $__________________ 
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Youth Events for April 
 

April 1th, 15th, 22nd, 29th – Jr Highs AM Impact and Sr Highs Confirmation class 
 
April 1st Jr High Youth Group – will gather in the dining room after worship and  

  will participate in a Seder dinner led by Rev Rebecca Dolch.  Watch for info. 
  on what youth should bring in the bulletin and an email from Ruth Keagle.   

 
April 15th Sr High Youth Group – plans are still in the works on arranging a sweatlodge experience 
   Jr High Youth Group – will be enjoying an afternoon of games at the church….please bring a 

  bag lunch! 
 
April 28th Sr High Youth Group – will meet at the church and then go on an overnight backpacking 

  hike.   
 
April 29th Jr High Youth Group – will travel to a local nursing home to visit and either play instruments 

  or sing a few songs.   

AM Impact News 
 
 

Jr Highs have been studying their unit on Jesus Stories.  Heather Sanford, one of our AM Impact leaders de-
scribed this unit for us 
 

 “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus:  We all know that Jesus was born in a stable, lived for a while roaming 
around and telling cryptic stories and then died on the cross rising miraculously three days later.  But 
who was Jesus?  The Junior High Youth Group is spending the next few months investigating the hid-
den side of Jesus and learning how the teachings of Jesus apply to their lives.  Jesus was a pretty radi-
cal guy.  First he was hunted down when he was a little baby and had to escape to Egypt with his fam-
ily to save his life.  Then the Heavens opened and the voice of GOD said "this is My Son who I love -
listen to Him!  Next Jesus asked people to leave their lives, their fishing boats and families to follow 
him around the countryside.  The life of Jesus seems pretty unbelievable, much like the many miracles 
he performed and parables he told his followers.” 

 
Sr Highs continue with confirmation class.  They had a discussion surrounding ethical issues and how they re-
late to the social principles of the United Methodist Church.  They have also discussed weddings and the ritu-
als involved and had their very own youth leaders, Nathan and Julie Newman, share their wedding story.   
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Looking for a way to help the youth of St Paul’s?  On Sunday mornings, the youth gather 
before AM Impact and Confirmation class to share a breakfast “snack”.  We are looking for 
parents or other members of the congregation who might be willing to provide us with the 
breakfast snack…please contact the Youth’s Food Coordinator, Jami Breedlove at 
DietMtDew@juno.com to signup for a Sunday.  

Youth Group News 
 
On February 25th Sr Highs and their leaders enjoyed an afternoon of learning the tech-
nique of hand dipping candy!  Thank you to Pam, Tim, and Ben Lillard for sharing 
their family tradition with the Sr Highs and for supplying us with all the materials.  
They learned about melting chocolate, hand dipping toffee and fudge.  Tim showed 
them how to mix up the fudge right on top of a marble board.  

 

 

Also on February 25th, Jr Highs (and a few Sr Highs) went for an afternoon of ice skating at Cass Park.  
Thanks to Cass Park for giving us a special discounted rate to skate.  Thanks to Marilou Slattery for helping 
with the transportation and to Doug Dockstader for helping the Jr Highs on the ice! 

 

Sr Highs and Jr Highs worked together with a team of adult volunteers (Cheryl McGraw, Doug Dockstader, 
David Bell, John Bradburn, Jami Breedlove, Diana Crouch, Dan Capps, Julie and Nathan Newman, and Ruth 
Keagle) to serve the congregation a very yummy lunch of soups, salad, and dessert on March 11th.   

 

Thank you to Cheryl, Doug, David, John, and Ruth who donated soups and 
biscuits for this event.  Thanks to Sr Highs and their families for donating 
salad fixings, and to the Jr Highs and their families for donating desserts.  
Thank you to Hannah DeJong and Saia Meyerhoff, who provided us with 
some musical entertainment.  Thank you to Ruth Keagle, Greg Hartz, and 
Jonathan Meyerhoff, who shared some stories and reflected on what Mission 
Trips mean to youth and St Paul’s.     
 
Thank you to all of you who attended our brunch.  We had about 130 in attendance! 
 
 

We raised $857 towards the 2008 Mission Trips! 
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Spotlight on Our Ministries 
Each month, the St. Paul’s Letter will devote special attention to one of our many ministry areas, so that we 
can learn more about the ways in which St. Paulians connect with one another, with the community, and with 
God.  This month, the spotlight is on both the Adult Spiritual Growth Ministry Team and the Spirited Con-
nections Team.  All ministry areas welcome new participants.  Contact Jacqueline Bonner or the church office 
for more information.   

Adult Spiritual Growth FAQ’s 
 
Ever wonder what ASG (Adult Spiritual Growth) at St. Paul’s is all about?   
Here’s the word in easy Q&A format! 
 
What is Adult Spiritual Growth at St. Paul’s? 
An easy answer is that it’s a church Ministry Area that is responsible for encouraging adult spiritual growth 
through short- and long-term study or discipling groups, Sunday School classes, retreats, and other special 
events that challenge, enrich, and deepen our faith.   
 
The Adult Spiritual Growth Ministry Area reports to Church Council, and interacts with other Ministry Areas–
including the Children’s Education Ministry Area, Local & World Missions, the Spirited Connections Team, 
the Stewardship Team, the Music Team, and staff at St. Paul’s–to plan and coordinate spiritual growth oppor-
tunities.   
 
The members of the Adult Spiritual Growth Ministry Area for 2007 are Stu Fegely and Debby Wells-Clinton, 
chairs; Jacqueline Bonner, staff liaison, and Darlene DeJong, Rebecca James, Karen Kaufmann, Maureen Still-
man, and Christine Stockwell, participating members. 
 
But what, you might ask, is “adult spiritual growth” all about? 
“Adult spiritual growth” is an aspect of church life that tries to pick up where worship and action or witness 
leave off.  Adult spiritual growth implies that we adults, like children, continue to grow (and need to grow) in 
our understanding, our faith, our faithfulness, and our commitment to the community of faith, no matter how 
long we’ve been part of the worshiping congregation and no matter what point we’ve reached on our life jour-
ney.   
 
Adult spiritual growth addresses head, heart, and hands.  It involves inspiration, challenge, nurture, commu-
nity-building, encouragement, and engagement with the living Word of God.  It calls us into more abundant 
life and onto “perfection,” as old-time Methodists put it–into a better understanding of God’s vision and direc-
tion for the world and for us.   
 
For many of us, adult spiritual growth begins as we engage more deeply with the Bible or with one of the his-
toric spiritual disciplines of the church.  For others, it might start with exposure to a controversial theology, or 
with lively discussion of faith perspectives on contemporary issues.  And for others, it may come with sharing 
life stories in a caring group, or participating in and reflecting on mission work.  
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WE CONNECT…through The Spirited Connections Team 
 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church provides many ways for our congregation to connect with your self, others 
and most importantly God.  You can definitely feel God’s love through out the church.  However, the church 
building itself is very large and our congregation numbers keep growing!  At times, this can make developing 
deeper connections a challenge.  The Spirited Connections Team’s primary purpose is to promote stronger 
connections among St. Paul’s members through intimate, organized settings and activities.  
 
We begin developing connections with potential new members by asking a small group to sponsor and assist 
our team in hosting two Exploring St. Paul’s events annually.   These are followed by a New Member Recep-
tion, where we invite current St. Paulians to connect with our newest members.  We organize, publicize and 
host several fellowship events such as Saucy evenings and Dinner and a Movie night to encourage members to 
connect in smaller, more informal settings.  Our team organized the church pictorial directory to assist in con-
necting a member’s name to their picture.  And on the 3rd Sunday of each month, we are leading short church 
tours to connect members to the church building space and the many ministries that spread God’s love! 
  
We invite you to establish a stronger, more personal connection with other St. Paulians, your self and God, 
through the many events organized and hosted. 
  
Our team members are:  Paul Allen, Jacqueline Bonner, Lori Bushway, Michelle Eells, Greg Eells, Kim 
Fryzel, Kurt Galbreath, Linda Hendricks, Sherry Martin, Beth Mudge, Carrie Scheibner, Jean Snow.  If you 
are energetic and committed to making connections, you are always welcome to become part of our Spirited 
Connections Team. 

Well, that’s a lot to chew on.  What kinds of resources does the church make available for adult spiritual 
growth? 
The ASG Ministry Area has been exploring curricula from a variety of media.  Some groups use ongoing 
UMC resources, like the Cokesbury Bible studies.  We’ve pioneered long-term Disciple Bible Studies (a four-
year series, recently updated), as well as a challenging progressive United Methodist study called Living the 
Questions, and head and heart engagements with the work of theologian Marcus Borg (The Heart of Christian-
ity).  We’ve also recently used contemporary resources from Sojourners and the Jesus Seminar to stimulate 
thought and discussion.  For Bible study, the church maintains exegetical resources like the New Interpreter’s 
Bible and the Barclay commentaries, as well as an array of Bibles in various translations.  We’re thinking, too, 
about visual and DVD resources that can complement our collection of print materials. 
 
What if I have a suggestion for an adult spiritual growth study or resource? 
The ASG Ministry Area is eager for feedback and suggestions!  Just contact Jacqueline at the church office or 
any ASG team member.  And we’d be happy to add new members to our roster of spiritual adventurers and 
adventure organizers.   We pose for you one final question, in the nature of an invitation: 
 

Where is adult spiritual growth taking place in your life, in your faith? 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Dick Agard, Erika Benson (friend of 
Ruth Shannon), Frank Bonner (Jacqueline Bonner’s brother), 
Enid Brown, Kalie Button (Marilou Slattery’s niece), Patty Mur-
phy Cabot (Don McKechnie’s friend), Roy 
Coats, Bishop Violet Fisher, Gail Fiske, Jessie 
Helton, Ernest McBean (husband of Lucille 
McBean), Kristin McCartney, Justin Pellet 
(friend of Josette Garrison), Quinn family 
(friends of Donna Twardowski), Martha Seaman 
(Ruth Freeman’s sister), George H Smits (Ruth 
Keagle’s nephew), Dorothy Smits (Ruth Keagle’s mother), 
Laverne Snyder, Roy Stewart (Gary Stewart’s father), Bennett 
Thompson (Lisa Waldrop’s brother), Emily Virkler (daughter of 
Paul and Barbara Eshelman), Margie Vorhis (a colleague of 
Lisa Waldrop), J.D. Whalen (Paul Waldrop's stepfather). Please remember that we will start a new prayer 

list on the first Sunday of each month. If you wish 
to have someone listed or have their name remain on 

the list you will need to contact the church office 
each month at 273-5971 or info@stpaulsithaca.org. 

 
This policy helps the staff to keep updated on each  

person listed. Thank you. 

"Bear one another's burdens....." Galatians 6:2 

Births 
A warm and loving “Welcome to the World!” is ex-
tended to Kaitryn Lillian Harrington Tenney, born 
March 6 to Julie Tenney and Hollie Harrington;  to 
Lena Stehle, granddaughter (and first grandchild), of 
Kirk and Paula Smith, born March 13. 
 
Baptisms 
Cameron Anne, Reilly Lauren, and Delaney McLean 
Lemberg, daughters of Alison and Brent Lemberg; 
Amelia Grace Bigsby, daughter of Pamela and Marc 
Bigsby. 

Deaths 
We would like to extend our prayers and sympathies to former 
St. Paul’s pastor, Steve Stephenson, whose wife, Charlotte Ste-
phenson, died on February 20.;  to Olive Pass, whose partner, 
Ensio Koski, died on Friday, February 23; David Allen, whose 
father, Clarence W. Allen, died on Wednesday, February 28; to 
Virginia Ainslie, whose brother died on Thursday, March 1; to 
Russ Hollier, whose father, Thomas A. Hollier, died on 
Wednesday, March 14; and, belatedly, to Doris Bonnett, whose 
daughter, Judy Bonnett-Taranto, died on November 13, 2006. 


