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Easter Reflections from the Pastor 
 
The image of Jesus standing patiently at the door and knocking is featured in the 
windows of St. Paul’s.  But Laura Beth Jones (Jesus in Blue Jeans) talks about a 
Bible verse from the Song of Solomon 5:4: 
 

My Beloved thrust his hand  
through the hole in the door 
And I trembled to the core of my being. 

 
She says: God “didn’t just tap on the door, ring the doorbell, 
or jiggle the lock: The Beloved put a hole in the door trying 
to get to the one he loved.” 
 
Easter is a celebration of the way in which Jesus burst 
through the door of death. He showed us that God’s love 
can overcome any obstacle in order to reach us, to be pre-
sent with us, to deliver us from bondage.   
 
May you be reached and touched by the presence of Christ in this holy season. 
 
Blessings, 
 

Rebecca Dolch 

 

Senior Pastor 

Good Friday Community Services 

 
St. Paulians join with other downtown churches as we remember the last three 
hours of Jesus’ life. 
 
Noon   First Presbyterian Church – Service of the Word 
            Rev. Winston Prescott, Pastor of St. James AME Zion, preacher 
 
1 p.m.  St. John’s Episcopal Church Good Friday Liturgy 
 
2 p.m.  First Baptist Church Labyrinth Walk  
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April 2, 2006 
 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33 
 
April 9, 2006 
 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Mark 11:1-11 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Mark 14:1-15:47 or 
Mark 15:1-39 (40-47) 
 

Lectionary Readings for April: 

Senior Pastor 
Rebecca W. Dolch 
 
Director of Church Ministries 
Jacqueline F. Bonner 
 
Administrative Ministries  
Coordinator 
Marilou J. Slattery 
 
Associate Pastor  
Bud Dolch 
 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
Kevin Miller 
 
Interim Youth Ministries  
Coordinator 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Robert J. McCune 
 
Music Director 
John W. White 

Organist 
Mike Lippert  
 
Chancel Choir Director 
Lorrene Adams 
 
Bell Choir Director 
Dorothy Preston 
 
Children’s Choir  
Co-Directors 
Sallie Pure and  
Lisa Cappello 
 
Childcare Coordinator 
Michelle Eells 
 
Custodian 
Suzanne Orzel 
 
Bookkeeper 
Maureen Anguish 
 
Ministers 
All The People 

Child Care 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Durham Class 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

 

Adult Fellowship Class 
Sunday, 9:40 AM 

 

Children’s Discovery Groups  
and Faith Explorers 
Sunday, 10:45 AM 

 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM—4:30 PM 

April 16, 2006 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Acts 10:34-43 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
John 20:1-18 or 
  Mark 16:1-8 
 
April 23, 2006 
 
Psalm 133 
Acts 4:32-35 
1 John 1:1-2:2 
John 20:19-31 
 
April 30, 2006 
 
Psalm 4 
Acts 3:12-19 
1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 
John 17:6-19 
Mark 4:35-41 
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April 2  Lent 5 (Daylight Savings Time begins) 
  Communion, Reconciling Ministries 8th Anniversary 
  Rebecca Dolch, preacher  
 
April 9  Palm/Passion Sunday 
  Rebecca Dolch, preacher 
  The children process with the Palms 
 
April 13 Maundy Thursday Service—7:00 p.m.  

 This service begins in light and ends in darkness as we remember 
 the Last Supper of Jesus in Scripture, Song, and Holy Communion.   

 
April 16 Easter 
 
  7:00 am Sunrise Service and continental breakfast at the home of Dick and Mary Lou Tenney 
   220 Banks Rd, Brooktondale (off Coddington Rd) 
  8:30 am   Early Service with Communion at St. Paul’s 
  10:30 am Join your church family and many guests for the great festival celebration of Easter!   
  11:30 am Easter Dish-to-Pass in the Dining Room 
 
April 23 Bob McCune, Preacher 

Worship Services in April 
8:30 a.m. Early Service with Communion 
10:30 a.m. Worship with Special Music 

Easter Dish-to-Pass 

Dining Room 
 
 
This is our fourth year for the Easter dish-to-pass dinner after the 10:30 service on Easter Sunday.  It is a very 
special time because no team is in charge: everybody pitches in to do all of the tasks. So come and be prepared 
to have fun making a party!   
 
Last year about 75 people came and brought lots of wonderful food, made coffee, set up, put the food out, 
helped get out the high chairs, brought out more tables when more people showed up.  Afterwards, we all 
cleaned up, washed the silverware. People took home the tablecloths to wash, etc. It was a wonderful experi-
ence of being a church family.   
 
Bring one or more dishes of food, your place settings, and a pitch-in-have-fun attitude! Coffee and tea will be 
served—bring other beverages if you would like. 
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Around the Church 
From the Director of Stewardship and Business Ministries 
 

1. Stewardship Message- What exactly does this word mean? I Corinthians 4:1-2 
tells us “…think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and Stewards of God’s 
mysteries.”  There used to be much talk about the ‘Servant Leadership’ model for 
Christians, but not so much about being Stewards.  Here at SPC we seem to make 
conscious efforts to be good stewards of the gifts God has given us, but I think 
there are some specific opportunities for us to study and learn about doing more.  
In the coming months and years, I hope we’ll be able to increase our stewardship 
levels beyond our wildest dreams- and I know that is possible in a congregation 
like this.   

 
2. Changes in ….business procedures at St. Paul’s – Well, by the time you read this, the main staff will 

all have similar email addresses, ending in @stpaulsithaca.org.  You’ll see it elsewhere before this, we 
hope, but basically all staff are using first initial and last name, followed by the @stpaulsithaca.org.  
For example, Greg Garvan is ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org.  We think this will make it much easier for 
you to send church business email, and we’ll also be using info@stpaulsithaca.org for folks looking for 
general information. ….Space use is also being looked at in a new light.  Being stewards of this re-
markable building might seem to call us to open the doors to one and all, but it also bears a cost--
financial and otherwise.  In looking at our religious neighbors downtown, it is interesting to see that the 
Temple doesn’t allow outsiders to use the space; the UU folk charge fees in between ours for similar 
space.  A few thoughts are being considered, and a recommendation will go to Council later this spring, 
but if any of you have expertise and/ or an interest in this area, please send me an email at ggar-
van@stpaulsithaca.org .  I wonder out loud if a volunteer might be willing to coordinate space use re-
quests, if they all came in via email….. 

 
3. Stewardship Committee- What Stewardship Committee, you might ask? How come I wasn’t asked?  

Well, now’s your chance!  Greg Garvan is recruiting lay leaders who want a chance to work with 
spreading Stewardship messages.  Such as? Well…. “:Have you remembered St. Paul’s Church in your 
will?”, or “Is my time, talent and treasure being used in God’s service? “, or “How can we be better 
stewards of …the earth? our community? our endowment?” For more information or to volunteer, con-
tact Greg at ggarvan@stpaulsithaca.org . .  Our first meeting will likely be in late April/ early May, and 
I promise we’ll have fun and make a difference.  

Childcare Providers Needed 
Do you love playing with and caring for children?  St. 
Paul’s is currently accepting applications for a few paid 
childcare providers to work Sunday mornings and other 
specified dates as needed.  Must be 18 years of age or 
older.  References required.  For more information or to 
apply, contact Acting Childcare Coordinator Michelle 
Eells, 319-0244, or leave a message for her through the 
church office.   

Treasurer Needed 
St. Paul's is seeking a Treasurer to oversee the 
church finances.  It is a “management” position, 
not a “doer” one.  Requires interest and experience 
with numbers, ability to work with the book-
keeper, Finance Team and Church Council for 
monthly reports, check signing responsibility, so 
likely to need to be bonded.  For more informa-
tion, contact Jacqueline Bonner at 
jfb@twcny.rr.com. 
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Thanks to February Ushers 

 

The following performed meritorious services as ushers dur-
ing the month of February: Wright Kirk, Elinor John, Jim 
Bohnsack, Ron Havard, Walter & Darlene De Jong, Barbara 
Wernham, Jean Hyde, Ruth & Les Freeman, Howard & 
Carolyn Longhouse, Robert Bode, Bonnie & Milo Rich-
mond, Dwight Mengel, Sergey Kostylev, Val Podolec, and 
Ann Salvagni.  Bruce John, Head Usher for February 

KITCHEN CUPBOARD UPDATE 
For the eighth straight year, Alan Feinstein will 
divide $1 million among hunger-fighting agen-
cies nationwide, using it to help them raise funds 
during March and April, 2006.  Any donation of 
food or money to the Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard 
from March 1 to April 30, 2006 will increase the 
Cupboard's proportion of the $1 million. 
Checks should be made out to: Ithaca Kitchen 
Cupboard and can be left in the church office or 
mailed to the Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard, 150 N. 
Albany St., Ithaca.  Also, I would be happy to 
take any contributions down to the Cupboard 
site. 

Alma Coats  From the Finance Team 
 
It is a very different—and welcome—change to be start-
ing the year with a projected balanced budget for 2006.  
And no second appeal to get there!  Our only challenge 
now is to follow through on our commitments.  The first 
two months of 2006 are off to a good start in spite of 
pledges trailing the budget.  Expenses are also slightly 
behind budget, giving us approximately a $4,000 favor-
able budget variance.   Greg Hartz 

Communion “Bread”  
For the St. Paulians who are severely allergic to 
wheat and gluten products, rice cakes will be 
available beginning in April.  Come to commun-
ion servers at the altar. 

UMW News 
 

United Methodist Women of Central New York Conference 
Invite you to a One-Day Retreat April 8, 2006, led by J. Ann Craig 

 
“Journey of the Soul” is the theme for a one-day retreat sponsored by the United Methodist Women.  The 
leader, Ann Craig, who led one class of Children in the Bible last summer at the School of Christian Mission, 
is the executive secretary for Spiritual and Theological Development of the Women’s Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church.  She has traveled widely as an inspirational 
speaker and is the author and/or editor of many books, including Children in the Bible. 

In speaking about the retreat’s theme, Craig says, “my grandfather used to say that the eyes were the windows 
to the soul.  When light in the eyes of an infant first shines forth, the journey begins. The soul journey takes us 
to people and places we never expected.  No matter what age we are, we are on a soul journey.  But what a 
great mystery it is.  On one hand, the greatest mystery is God’s love and acceptance of us through Christ.  On 
the other hand, it is a mystery that life at times is so difficult.  The complexities daunt us, the beauties awe us, 
the aberrations stun us.” 
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Tully United Community Church is hosting the event, Saturday, April 8.  Registration is at 9:00 a.m., with 
the program beginning at 9:30 a.m. and continuing until 4:00 p.m.  A $5 fee payable at registration will be 
used to cover expenses of the retreat.  Please bring a bag lunch.  Beverage and dessert provided.  Child care 
will be provided.  So that adequate materials will be available, please register in advance with Karen Hill, 
10598 SR 178, Adams, NY 13605-2538, phone 315-9387157, smitty320009@yahoo.com .  If you would like 
to carpool, contact Elinor John at 273-0915. 
 

United Methodist Women of Central Lakes District 
Spring Meeting/Day-A-Part, April 29, 2006 

Auburn First United Methodist Church 
  
The guest speaker of the morning for this event is the Rev. Dr. Alison Stokes, recently retired Protestant Chap-
lain at Ithaca College.  A pastor/scholar, Stokes holds several degrees from Yale and Harvard.  She has served 
as College Chaplain at Vassar, Associate University Chaplain at Yale, and as pastor for 13 years at the Con-
gregational Church, UCC in West Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
  
Rev. Stokes has recently published a new book entitled Shalom, Salaam, Peace, which will be used as one of 
the studies for this year’s School of Christian Mission in July and which she will address for the Spring meet-
ing.   Rev. Stokes’ commitment to interfaith ministry led her to her role as Founding Director of the Women’s 
Interfaith Institute in the Berkshires, which was incorporated as a nonprofit organization in 1993, and to her 
participation in the World Religions in Cape Town, South Africa in December 1999.  She now devotes her 
time and energy to The Women’s Interfaith Institute in the Finger Lakes, which incorporated in 2002.  Rev. 
Stokes has two children and six grandchildren. 
  
Our second speaker for this very special day will be Karen Kaufmann of St. Paul’s. She is a full-time mother, 
lawyer, peace activist, UMW member, and lay speaker for the UMC.  Karen will be extending our thinking 
about peace from a more personal perspective as we celebrate our Day-Apart.  Any of you who have been 
privileged to attend workshops or have heard Karen speak know we are in for a spirit-filled time. 
  
Registration for this event begins at 9:30 a.m., with the program commencing at 10:00 sharp in order to ac-
commodate Rev. Stokes’ need to continue on to a second engagement in the afternoon.  Coffee and light 
snacks will be available at registration.  Lunch will be served at noon ($7, payable at the registration table as 
you enter the church).  The afternoon session will begin at 1:00 and conclude at 2:00 or 2:30.  Please notify 
Elinor John any time before April 20 if you plan to attend, so the District Team can have adequate food and 
materials for you.  These two opportunities (Craig Retreat & Spring Meeting) are giving you an exceptional 
opportunity for spiritual growth and fellowship.  Please mark your calendars now,  and if you would like a ride 
call Elinor at 273-0915.  I sincerely hope you will be there. 
       Elinor R. John, President, Central Lakes District, UMW 

 

UMW News (continued) 
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ST. PAUL’S CONNECTIONS 
Dip into another Saucy Evening 

Fond of fondue?  Bring your fondue fork and a desire to have fun to 
the next Saucy Evening on Friday, April 28th.  We’ll gather in the Me-
morial Rooms from 7 – 9 p.m. to play games and enjoy a scrumptiously 
saucy chocolate dessert fondue.  We’ll provide luscious chocolate.  You 
provide fondue forks, sliced fruit, bite-sized pieces of pound cake or 
angel food cake or another goodie to dip into the chocolate sauce. 
Bring a game and your sweet tooth and come join the fun! 

We also invite you to bring along a school supply (anything from pens to backpacks) to 
donate in support of the United Methodist Women’s collection of school supplies for 
children in Bosnia. 

Need an easy, hands-on, family mission activity for Lent?  For the next few weeks (in time for a community-
wide celebration of the Week of the Young Child, April 2-8), St. Paulians are invited to participate with other 
local congregations in the Family Reading Partnership (FRP)'s Faith in Books drive--an opportunity to donate 
gently used children's books to the FRP's Bright Red Bookshelf project, which distributes books free to chil-
dren at various Bright Red Bookshelf sites around the community.  Last year some 8,000 books entered chil-
dren's homes through this project, and the FRP's "library" of used books now needs re-stocking.  To partici-
pate, simply drop your used children's books in the Bright Red Crate in the Welcome Room--and help yourself 
to a bright red bookmark as a reminder of your generosity!  Questions?  See Karen Kaufmann for ACT (Area 
Congregations Together) or Carolyn Beyers for FRP for more info. 

Family Reading Partnership — Week of the Young Child 

Mother/Daughter Tea 
 

St. Paul's UMW is planning another Mother/Daughter Tea to be held May 
21st in the church dining room.  The projected program is to be around commit-
ment ceremonies, wedding attire, and traditions.  Share your pictures, photo al-
bums, wear your special clothes, share your special day.  Watch for more details in 
upcoming bulletins and the next newsletter.  Remember the fun we had last year 
with the fashion show!!!  Mark your calendars now! 

Calvary Baptist Church Choir will be hosting its Choir Day celebration on Sunday, 
April 23, 2006, 3:30 p.m.  One of their goals for this year will be to replace their 

current choir robes, and this event will serve as a kick-off towards this goal.  Choirs 
from churches in the area have been invited to join in the celebration. 
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Dear St. Paul's, 
 

This morning I am taking a moment to catch my breath. One of my friends once told me, don't rush, 
you're sitting down to gourmet meal. They weren't kidding. The opportunities for study, for investiga-
tion, for questioning how our world is put together are invigorating. And where is God? How is God? 
When is God moving in our history? 
 

This semester I am taking Pastoral Counseling, Feminist and Womanist Pastoral Theology, Biblical 
Interpretation, a class in Public Speaking, and an Independent Study on John Wesley's Theology. I 
am learning that exegesis, interpreting the Bible for our communities today, is more like an art form 
than a science. The disciplines of attention, research, and imagination seem to circle and play with 
each other towards fresh understanding. Stephanie Mitchem, one of the Womanist theologians we 
are reading writes that creating theology can be, "likened to playing jazz music" (78). She goes on 
to say that there is a great discipline in the way that each member of an ensemble works together 
on a piece that is beyond, transcendent to, any single person's descriptive ability. Isn't that a beauti-
ful way to think about church? We come together to experience a transcendent spirit who chooses 
to become available. And, I am beginning to hear Wesley's words in my sleep! Our disciplines mat-
ter. Our disciplines of caring for each other, for our community, ourselves, and our relationship with 
God make it possible for us to receive the blessings of God so deeply wants to shower on us. 
 

Thank you all for your support on this journey. 
 

In the Peace of Christ, 
 
Harold  
 

P.S. A couple of favorite books... 
Stephanie Mitchem, Introducing Womanist Theology  

Theodore Runyon,  The New Creation: John Wesley's Theology for Today 

From Harold Wheat 

St. Paulian Studying at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC 

Summer Camping at Casowasco or Aldersgate 
 
Campership Funds 
 
Each year St. Paul’s United Methodist Women provide assistance for families 
in sending their children to summer camp at Aldersgate or Casowasco.  Our 
intention is to provide help for those families who most need it.  If some assis-
tance could make the difference in sending your children to camp, please con-
tact the church office and let us know.  There is no criteria for these awards 
other than your participation at St. Paul’s.   
 

Let Us Know That You Are Registered 
 
Even if you will not be requesting campership funds, we would like to know what weeks your children will be 
at church camp so that we can remember them with a postcard from their church family. 



Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

St. Paul’s Letter 9 

Paul: An Appealing or Appalling Apostle? 

Wednesday, April 19 

6:45 – 8:15 pm 

Memorial Rooms 
 
 
Ever wonder about St. Paul's namesake, the Apostle Paul?  On Wednesday, April 19, members of the Adult 
Spiritual Growth Team will offer an easy-learning opportunity, with a just-out video presentation entitled 
"Paul: An Appealing or Appalling Apostle?"  Hosted by cutting-edge New Testament scholar John Dominic 
Crossan, this 50-minute film addresses challenges to understanding Paul, his character, and his theology.  
Might there be three different Pauls? Was he really a misogynist? Can he speak to us today?  Intrigued?  Dis-
concerted?  Join us, to see what contemporary scholars say Paul was about and what his writings can offer us.  
We'll also have on hand, for your perusal and purchase, copies of Crossan's new book, In Search of Paul--the 
next "read" for St. Paul's intrepid Roundtable reading group, starting on Wednesday, April 26, at 6:45 
pm. 
 
Questions?  Contact Karen Kaufmann, tunafiki@clarityconnect.com or 257-0528.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Adult Spiritual Growth Team is cataloging all of St. Paul’s Bible resources, and in the process we've no-
ticed a few empty places on our shelves.  Can you help?   
 
We are missing the following volumes of the New Interpreter's Bible:  
 

 Volume III (Kings-Judith) 
 Volume VI (Isaiah-Ezekiel) 
 Volume VIII (New Testament articles, Matthew and Mark) 
 Volume X (Acts-I Corinthians) 
 Volume XI (II Corinthians-Philemon) – both copies 

 
If you are using any of these resources or find them on your bookshelf at home, would you please contact Jac-
queline (jfb@twcny.rr.com or call the church office)?  We’d love to find these books as they will be expensive 
to replace.  Thanks! 
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Full flat (48 plants) $18, 1/2 flat (24 plants) $9, 1/3 flat (16 plants) 
$4.50, single pack (8 plants) $2.50. (Note: 8 plants per pack this year, 
except for Begonia and Dianthus which will be sold 6 per pack 
[$14/flat]. 

Checks should be made out to "St Paul's UMC-Festival Chimes".  
Pickup dates are Saturday May 20th, 10:30 am to 1 pm in dining room 
and Sunday May 21st after church in bell room.   

Bedding Flowers: Ageratum (blue), Begonias (rose), Coleus, Dianthus, Dusty 
Miller, Impatiens (pink, red, salmon, white), Marigold (dwarf), Pansies 
(mixed), Petunias  (plum, red, white), Snapdragon (dwarf mix), and  Zinnia 
 
Flowering Hanging Baskets: Fuschia (red/purple, red/white) Ivy Geraniums 
(pink, red), Cascading Petunias, Shade Impatiens  10" basket   $15.50 

Other: Vinca Vine $2.75 Spikes $2.75 
 
Potted Plants: Geraniums (pink, red, white) 4 1/2" pot  $3.50 
 
We hope you will consider supporting the Festival Chimes as we con-
tinue our community outreach presentations.  Our group will also be par-
ticipating in a festival in Seneca Falls May 6—which you are encouraged 
to attend.  A Festival Chimes Ringer will be by the poster/picture display 
in the hallway during April, to help you fill out an order blank.   

Phone 277-0759 if there is a particular variety 
of plant not listed, that you would like to 
‘special’ order.  April 30th will be the last day 
to place your order. 

The Festival Chimes is once again selling the same exceptional 
quality flowering plants we have sold for the past few years.  

Festival Chimes 

                  Plant Sale 
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St. Paul’s Intergenerational Retreat 

April 21-23, 2006 

 

 
 
Calling all members of St. Paul’s who would enjoy a fun, lightly structured weekend at the Casowasco Retreat 
Center!  Renew old friendships and begin new ones as you experience the emergence of spring in this beautiful 
setting.  Singles, couples, and families are all welcome.  This year we get to enjoy the masterfully restored 
Galilee lodge!   
 
On the shores of Owasco Lake, Casowasco has stunning views and several beautiful woodland trails for hik-
ing.  The intergenerational retreat is a unique opportunity to develop friendships in a relaxed environment, or 
to spend quiet time alone; to cozy up to the fire, or get in touch with nature.  It’s a time to let someone else do 
the cooking, to enjoy conversation with adults, or kids—whichever you’re in need of!  This retreat is a time to 
frolic, make music, play, laugh, participate in creative worship, and give thanks. 
 
The retreat will begin Friday evening and continue through Sunday’s noon meal.  The costs for the full week-
end are $121 per person for adults and youth over the age of 12, $38.50 for children ages 4-12, and children 
under age 4 are free.  Families with three or more children are only charged for the first two children, and the 
maximal charge per family is $300.   
 
We had a strong response to our initial announcement several weeks ago, so we encourage you to submit this 
registration form with a $100 deposit to reserve your space.  If the costs are prohibitive for you, please speak 
with Marilou Slattery or Kevin Miller, as scholarship support is available.  You can reach Marilou or Kevin at 
the church office, 273-5791, or by email, mjs@twcny.rr.com, or kwmhome@yahoo.com 

Only a few spaces remaining! 

Name ________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Adults Planning to Attend_______________________________ 
 
Number of Children (Include Ages) ________________________________ 
 
$100 Deposit Enclosed                                             $___________________ 
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Faith Explorers (Grades K-6) 
Love Lives Again! 

The story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is at the core of our Christian faith.  It is the story of love 
overcoming hate and death.  Spring is the season of new life reemerging from the harsh, cold winter.   
 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
 

Our Faith Explorers are experiencing this theme in the “Love Lives Again” unit each Sunday of Lent, concluding on 
Palm Sunday.  Through the media of music, dance, art, nature, food, drama, and Biblical literature, the children will:  
 

• learn about the life-death-life cycle in Jesus’ holy week journey. 

• identify other examples of the life-death-life cycle in nature. 

• learn about the events of holy week and related Christian traditions. 

• explore feelings associated with moving from grief to joy, and from loss to rebirth. 

• understand that for Christians, endings create new beginnings. 

 

Their memory verse for this unit is Jesus’ teaching from John 12:24: 

“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit.” 

 

Thank you for your help with this unit! 

 Teachers Guides Supporters 
 Patty Sipman Maureen Stillman Lesley Yorke, Gathering Time 
 Robert Chapman Katherine Barnum Pam Gillow, Barbara Roth, Supplies  
 Nancy Lovell John Sammis John Bradburn, Patty Sipman, Becky 
 Yvonne Bilinski Leslie Byron      Stoltzfus, Lisa Cappello and  
 Sara Culotta Nate Cady      Kevin Miller, Curriculum 
 Jaekah Chase Walter De Jong Sara Culotta, Michelle Eells, Staffing 
 Mary Bucknam   

Calling all Third Graders! 
This year’s Third Grade Bible Voyagers class will begin April 9, after church, and continue 

most Sundays through May 21.  This is an exciting introduction to the Bible and its collection 
of 66 different books!  Becky Stoltzfus has generously agreed to be this year’s teacher and we 
are inviting parents of the students to each take a turn in providing a simple meal for the stu-
dents.  Each student will receive their own Bible at a presentation event in late May or early 

June.  Questions?  See Kevin Miller, Children’s Ministries Coordinator, 273-5971, 
kwmhome@yahoo.com 
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New acolytes are welcome!  Children in grades 2-8 are welcome to participate in the acolytes program.  Con-
tact Coordinator, David Bell, at 387-3117 (home) or 351-0174 (cell). Any acolytes who have missed their turn 
should let David know the next Sunday.  They may be able to fill in for others who may be missing. 

April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 April 30 

Tony Augustine 

Sarah Lennox 

Honor Meyerhoff 

Alissa Dockstader 

Emma Preston 

Laura Fegely 

DJ Dockstader 

Lauren Herrick 

Ali Shields 

Rebecca Waldrop 

Elizabeth Cappello 

Mackenzie Shields 

Gabe Miller 

Ben Lillard 

Emma Pure 

Tyler Pure 

Katie White 

Michael Pinnisi 

Alissa Pure 

Stephanie Miles 

Alex Kilts 

Acolytes — April Schedule 

Youth Council Report by Chris Beyers 
 
At the Youth Council meeting on the 12th of February, 2006, the following Council positions were filled: 
Karen Kaufmann - recording secretary, Greg Hartz & Rachel Strohman - interface with finance committee, 
Chris Beyers - newsletter articles, Jami Breedlove - food coordinator. 
 
Both Middle School and High School groups will meet for Impact PM from 12-2, two Sundays a month. These 
hours are convenient for youth attending church, while saving gas and time, and laissez faire students have 
built-in excuses to put off their homework.  Additionally, the high-schoolers vouched, through surveys and 
representatives, for more age-appropriate activities.  
 
Over concerns about money and inclusion, our Youth Council put a general cap on how much individuals 
should spend for activities.  Middle School Youth can be expected to contribute no more than $2-5, High 
School Youth no more than $5. The cap is not absolute, and takes into account that the each group has an an-
nual budget of $400.   Leaders will be reimbursed for their activity expenses. 
 
The Youth Council is also working to formalize a list of reasonable options for Impact PM outings, ruling out 
what is absurd, undoable, or simply too costly. 
 
The Senior High Youth group is still lacking a leader, but Rebecca has agreed to step in for several weeks to 
lead Impact AM while we are in the process of selecting one. 
 
Next meeting of Youth Council: May 7. 
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St. Paul's United Methodist Church Statement of Reconciliation 
Adopted by Church Conference vote on February 1, 1998 

 

Because we are an invitational church, we, as members of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, af-
firm Christ's unconditional invitation to all to seek a personal relationship with God through 
him. 

 
Because we are a supportive, inclusive church, we affirm all loving relationships among people, and 

further affirm that love is found in friendships, parent-child relationships, heterosexual rela-
tionships, homosexual relationships, and families created by birth or by choice. 

 
Because we are a Christ-centered church, we believe Christ when he said that in Christ there are 

only two commandments.  We must love God with all our heart and soul, and love our 
neighbor, whether that neighbor is like or unlike us, as ourselves.  We believe this command-
ment allows us to draw no boundaries between acceptable and unacceptable members of our 
church. 

 
Because we are a United Methodist Church, we rejoice in our church's history of fighting injustice 

and oppression, of calling attention to the needs and rights of all persons.  We challenge our-
selves and our denomination to affirm in word and deed the fundamental spiritual principle 
that all people are children of God. 

 
Because we are a people of faith, we believe that it is part of our ministry and God's plan to affirm 

the glorious diversity of our community, made up of people of different ages, abilities, races, 
ethnicities, genders, backgrounds, nationalities, and sexual orientations, and yet to affirm also 
the unity we experience in Christ.  We pray that in so doing we will encourage all persons of 
faith as they work for God's Glory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We hereby affirm our commitment to the basic principles of our faith by declaring St. 
Paul's United Methodist Church a Reconciling Congregation, a congregation which welcomes 
gay men, lesbians, and bisexuals into the same community of faith into which all are in-
vited.  We pledge also to work for the day when society will welcome in the same way 

Christ welcomes. 
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The Flower Guild invites everyone to purchase an Easter lily in honor or 
memory of a loved one.  In addition to beautifying our sanctuary during the 
holy Easter season, many of these traditional lilies will be delivered to St. 

Paul's members through our Loving Care Team. 
 

After the Easter season, some of you may wish to take one of the remaining lilies home with you, or give it to 
a friend or relative.  (Please remember that, because of the transitory nature of flowers, several memorial 
plants die before the end of the Easter season.  Unfortunately, this cannot be helped.) 
 
The minimum donation requested is $15.  Please make checks payable to St. Paul's United Methodist Church. 
 
To be included in the bulletin, orders must be received in the office by Sunday, April 2nd.  

Enclosed is $____________for an Easter lily. 
 
Please specify: 
 
 In memory of  ________________________________________  
       Or 
 In honor of      ________________________________________ 
 
 
  Given By    ______________________________________________ 
 
  Address      ______________________________________________ 
 
  Telephone  ______________________________________________ 
 
  E-mail ______________________________________________ 

EASTER LILY DELIVERY 
 
Once again, we need additional help delivering Easter lilies to our homebound St. 
Paulians. If you can pick up an Easter lily after church on Easter and deliver it to one 
our homebound St. Paulians that day or shortly thereafter, please sign up in the Memo-
rial Rooms during the next few weeks, or call the church office or Pastor Bud Dolch 
(351-7417).    
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Alex Arnold (nephew of Ellie 
& Adam Phillips-Burdge), Tony and Joey Augustine, 
John Benedict-Augustine, Margaret Burdick, Roy Coats, 
Josette and Patrick Garrison, Guttendorf family (friends 
of George Gull & Nancy Potter), Bob Hamill (Patti 
Sample’s brother), Lee Henderson, Anne Highland (Bill 
Highland’s sister-in-law), Carolyn Jordan (Karen Jor-
dan’s mother), Art Kulp, Conni Lawrence (Priscilla 
Lawrence’s sister-in-law), Martha McGraw, Terry 
McKechnie (Don McKechnie's sister-in-law), Muriel 
Milks, Florence and Tom Mosher, Judy Nedrow (niece 
of Marian Van de Velde), Roger Pierce, Wendy Right-
myer, Judy Schanz (friend of Neil Fogarty), Joan Bean 
Smith (cousin of Nancy Potter),  Dorothy Wager (Val 
Podolec’s grandmother) 
 
Deaths: Our prayers and sympathies go out to the 
friends and family of Arlene Nedrow (sister of Marian 
Van de Velde) who died March 5, 2006; Joan L. 
Augustine (John Benedict-Augustine’s mother) who 
died March 5, 2006; Edward Strite who died March 6, 
2006; Bob Baker (Dale Baker’s father) who died March 
13, 2006; and Richard Augustine (John Benedict-
Augustine’s father) who died March 21, 2006. 

Please remember that we will be starting a new 
prayer list on the first Sunday of each month. If 
you wish to have someone listed or have their 
name remain on the list you will need to contact 
the church office each month at 273-5971 or 
schurch@twcny.rr.com. This new policy will help 
the staff to keep updated on each person listed. 
Thank you. 

PRAYER CHAIN 
We are beginning a new year for the prayer chain.  If 

you would like to come into this vital program, 
please call Elinor John at 273-0915.  If you are al-
ready involved and find your circumstances have 
changed, making it necessary for you to remove 

yourself from the chain, call Elinor.  Thank you eve-
ryone for your participation in this ministry of St. 

Paul’s. 


